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N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6          

 

Announcement 
 

All MVYC members are strongly encouraged to attend the annual Membership Meeting to elect the 2016 

Board of Trustees on November 3, 2016.  Biographies of each candidate can be seen in this issue or can 

be viewed at: 

 

http://mvyc.us7.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=23a8715b46&e=2df7d26682 

 

 

Member Spot Light: Dave Curry 
 

New – in this issue of the MVYC Beacon, read about our Member Spot Light recipient or please take a 

moment to read the fall issue of Mount Vernon Magazine featuring MVYC Member, Mr. David Curry 

and his furry best buddy, Maggie! Link to Mount Vernon, 

Magazine: http://www.mountvernon.org/magazine/  (view on page 33)  

 

MVYC Commodore’s Ball 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 at the Mount Vernon Country Club 

 

 

MVYC Wine Tasting 

Annual MVYC Wine Tasting, Saturday, November 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

http://mvyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=23a8715b46&e=2df7d26682
http://mvyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=23a8715b46&e=2df7d26682
http://www.mountvernon.org/magazine/
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Bosun’s Whistle: Steve Donock, Commodore 
commodore@mvyc.net 

 

In just a few short days we’ll be gathering for our yearly election.  Fortunately, MVYC’s election season 

has been just a bit more civil than the national elections.  For that we are all thankful, I’m sure.  The 

Nominating Committee has put together a strong list of candidates and I’m confident we’ll be in good 

hands.  Two years ago this day felt a long way off and I wondered how I’d feel about it.  Well, the time 

really did seem to fly by much faster than I thought it would and I honestly think we’re leaving behind a 

Club that’s in pretty good shape.  In June we closed out MVYC’s first 60 years and kicked off the next 60 

with a wonderful celebration.  We were able to continue the fiscal policy from Jerry’s tenure and to even 

build a larger reserve – which came in handy when the pool needed some significant unexpected repairs. 

We’ve been able to not only maintain a first class Club for our members but to make some improvements 

along the way.  None of this would have been possible without the tremendous support and hard work of 

our Board of Trustees.  I have to take a minute and thank Immediate Past Commodore Jerry Gray, Vice 

Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos, Rear Commodore Lauren Bazel, Treasurer Dan O’Keefe, Secretary Pat 

McCarthy, Directors John Binette, Rob Catron, Gene Diotalevi, Larry Ichter, Jeff Kirkland, Monika Ortiz, 

Mike Phelps, Terry Stott, and Amy Walker for making my job easy.  Thanks also to Christine 

Stavropoulos, who co-chaired the Social Committee last year.  These folks accomplished a lot during the 

last two years and to say we couldn’t be where we are today without them would be an understatement.  

We also had the fine support of Past Commodore Ron Reinsel who spent many hours dealing with the 

County to come up with an acceptable plan for our out lot and who has also worked hard on our plan for 

maintaining and improving our infrastructure.  Chris Bazel, Mike Holland and Greg Rehe have kept our 

Fleets going strong - including our Toons - and Sherry Catron has done a terrific job for our Swim Team, 

the Dolphins.  There are so many others who support the members and the Board by stepping up to run 

events, keep us informed via the Beacon – thanks, Trish Enright and Lori Wallace, keep us refreshed – 

thanks, Joe Castor and Steve Wallace, and well “blinged” thanks to Janet Fincher and Harriet Singleton.  

MVYC has been well represented in the larger Yacht Club community by Pat McCarthy, Jerry Nissley 

and Dan O’Keefe.  I could continue the list and still miss someone so I’ll stop there.  When you count up 

all the people who either step up to host a TGIF, volunteer for a work party or just pitch in and help with 

one our events, we would run out of space quickly!  Suffice it to say that I’m proud to have been able to 

work with all of you to help us get to where we are today as a Club. As you can see, we have a large 

group of eager volunteers.  That said, we can always use – and indeed need – more members to step up 

and help.  Whether it’s on a Committee or just an event or two from time to time, every bit of help is 

crucial to our success as an organization.  Besides, it’s a great way to meet more of your fellow members.  

So, roll up your sleeves and join in the fun. Thank you to everyone for allowing me to serve you as 

Commodore for the last two years and for making it a rewarding experience.  Like any other group we 

had some highs and some not so highs.  Thanks to all of you for making the highs that much better and 

helping us learn and grow from the not so highs.  Here’s to our next 60 years! 

My Best to Everyone - Steve 
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Grounds Update:  Rob Catron grounds@mvyc.net 
If you are interested in helping the Grounds Committee throughout the year, please contact me. — Rob 

House Update:  Amy Walker house@mvyc.net  

During the month of September, We had the carpet in the bar area and the stairs cleaned. We passed our 

yearly Elevator inspection. Yay!  Thanks to Jeff Kirkland for cleaning out the gutter downspout on the 

corner of upper deck. Thanks to Phil Doufass for some bar chair repair and to Chris Ruckman for 

installing new tracks on the closet that hold our round tables. As the weather turns, the ants are starting to 

come indoors. Please do not feed them! Please be sure to clean up any crumbs that might be left behind. 

As always, turn off lights /tv’s and lock doors before you exit the club.  Mustard bottles count is about 13, 

so no more mustard till January! You can donate ketchup if you like! Happy Fall!- Amy 

 Marina Update:  John Binette, marina@mvyc.net 

Fall is officially here.  It roared in like a lion.  Temperatures dipped quickly, the leaves have changed 

color, and the mariners are starting to think about pulling their boats, if they haven’t already done so.  We 

had a very good boating season following a very wet spring.  Some of you may be considering leaving 

your boat in the water throughout the winter.  I can’t blame you.  After all, it was 75 degrees last 

Christmas.  If you are considering this and would like to move your boat to an inner slip, please let me 

know as soon as you decide.  We need to plan accordingly to accommodate all the boats staying in the 

marina through the winter. 

At the writing of this article, we have completed 3 phases of the bulkhead apron replacement with one 

phase remaining.  It has gone amazingly well and the new apron looks fantastic.  It has really spruced up 

the marina in addition to removing many hazardous conditions.  I want to thank all the volunteers who 

turned out to help with the undertaking.  Our club lives and breathes with our volunteers and I can’t thank 

everyone enough.  My hat goes off to all of you.  Thank you. 

As always, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed, if you would like to 

volunteer, or you have any suggestions, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and we will look into 

it. - John 

Membership News: Larry Ichter, membership@mvyc.net 

We have three new members: 

 

mailto:house@mvyc.net
mailto:marina@mvyc.net
mailto:marina@mvyc.net
mailto:membership@mvyc.net
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Tom Hayes lives out in Round hill, VA.  While he was born in Ethiopia and grew up in Taiwan, he 

graduated from Fauquier High School.  He earned a scholarship playing football at the College of 

William and Mary and graduated with a business degree.  Tom works for NVR, Inc., which does business 

as Ryan Homes and NV Homes.  He has twin sons who are sophomores the University of Mary 

Washington and Christopher Newport University.  They are both Eagle Scouts and Tom has spent 41 

years involved with the Boy Scouts.  Maybe Tom will drive his 1979 Rolls Royce Silver Wrath II to 

Commissioning Day.  

 

 

Brian and Colleen Elson have a Hunter 27 sailboat they keep in the Solomons.  Brian grew up in 

Colorado, involved in all sorts of outdoor activities.  He has a master’s degree in Transportation Policy 

and is the Vice President of Government Relations for Rolls-Royce North America.  Colleen grew up 

along the Chesapeake and is the sister of another recent MVYC member, Noelle Dunn.  After spending a 

year in the United Kingdom, studying and bartending at a local pub, Colleen returned to earn her degree 

from Loyola College.  She works in communication and public affairs serving a wide range of clients.  

While not working, she loves tending her vegetable garden. 
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Kris and Susan Haidai are seven-year residents of Yacht Haven.  They have two boys and are all very 

active in baseball and travel soccer.  When I took Kris on a tour of the Club, there was a swim meet going 

on and he knew more people at the pool than I did from all their involvement with sports.  Kris is a Civil 

Engineer, graduating from the Colorado School of Mines, and works for a large construction company.  

Susan is a CPA for Ernest and Young.  They have a 24.5’ Scout powerboat. 

New Applicants - A new application has been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse for:  

Charlotte Strain – endorsed by Joe Castor and Dan O’Keefe.  Posted until November 15. 2016.  Any 

comments should be forwarded to me at membership@mvyc.net. - Larry 

Power Fleet: Mike Holland, powerfleet@mvyc.net 

The annual overnight to Old Town that wasn’t. we were supposed to have the annual overnight to Old 

Town on October 7
th
, 8

th
 and 9

th
, but Mother Nature decided that we were better off home. Star grass and 

Hurricanes, well…we’ll try again next year.  This wraps up a great year of boating. Many thanks to all the 

Power Fleet volunteers that made this season so special. Please come to our annual Power Fleet meeting 

on January 5
th
 2017 at 7pm. All are welcome! We will start the meeting promptly at 7pm so that we do 

not overlap the monthly Membership meeting at 8pm. All ideas, new and old, are welcome. A list of the 

traditional Power Fleet events will be sent out beforehand, so please be ready to volunteer. - Mike 

PRYCA Update: Pat McCarthy, secretary@mvyc.net 

The PRYCA’s next big event is their gala dinner, dance, and change of watch coming up in January at the 

Crowne Plaza, Old Town Alexandria, January 28, 2017 – Pat 

Security Update:  Jeff Kirkland, security@mvyc.net 

If you have questions, please contact me at:  security@mvyc.net - Jeff 

 

mailto:membership@mvyc.net
mailto:security@mvyc.net
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Ships Store:  Janet Fincher, mvycss@mvyc.net 
Need MVYC attire?  The Ships store is open every Membership Meeting!  - Janet 

 

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, social@mvyc.net 

Oktoberfest is an incredible tradition.  It can be dirty, crowded and loud but mostly it is incredibly fun. 

Many club members have been fortunate enough to actually visit Munich’s Wedding celebration.   We 

could write all day about the incredible scale and details but you must see it person to fully 

appreciate.   Several members hold their memories of Europe very dear and celebrate each year 

by supporting the clubs once a year German folk festival. We want to take a moment to thank Mitchell 

and Jane Mutnick and all the volunteers for all their hard work and dedication to this annual event, 

without them the tradition may have dwindled but instead has remained one if the year’s best club events.  

We hope to see you next year, Ein Prosit!   Upcoming dates and events: 

 

Oct 28
th
 - Halloween Bash – Hosted by Susan Shultz and team 

Nov 4
th
 - Family friendly TGIF- Host needed  

Nov 5
th
 – Commodore’s Ball - More to follow 

Nov 11
th
 - TGIF Host needed  

Nov 18
th
 - TGIF Host needed 

Nov 25
th
 - Leftover Turkey TGIF = Host needed 

*All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely* 

The TGIFs continue every Friday night.  If it has been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, Please give 

Monika a call. She will be happy to schedule you.  

Looking for volunteers for the upcoming December Holiday events! 

Next Social Committee meeting 11/9/2016 @ 7:30  - Monika 

mailto:social@mvyc.net
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SAVE-THE-DATE 

Join Us for the Fourth Annual MVYC Wine Tasting 

Saturday, November 12, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

Watch your email for more details in the coming weeks. 

Sponsored by the Wine Fleet 

We need volunteers! Please contact: 

Jayne Prescott jebrady57@gmail.com or 

Joanne Binette joannebinette@gmail.com 

mailto:jebrady57@gmail.com
mailto:joannebinette@gmail.com
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Member Spot Light: Dave Curry 
  

“George Washington’s Mount Vernon” 

is credited for this article, reprinting for one-time use only 

Photo by Maria Bryk 
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***MVYC Board Elections – 8p.m., Thursday, November 3, 2016*** 

 

All MVYC members are strongly encouraged to attend the annual meeting to elect the 2016 Board 

of Trustees. Below please find the biographies of each candidate for office this year.  
 

Candidate for Commodore – Alexi Stavropoulos  
Alexi, his wife Christine, and daughter Zoe joined MVYC in the spring of 2004. In 2006, 
Alexi was elected to the board of trustees. He has since served on the board for 10 years, as 
House Chair, Marina Chair, Pool Chair, Treasurer, Rear Commodore and Vice Commodore. 
During that time Alexi also spent 5 years as the Power Fleet Captain. Alexi enjoys assisting 
in various projects, as well as events throughout the club, including social events, point 
parties, clean-up day, swim team, power fleet events and the Fourth of July pool party. One 

event in particular that he has enjoyed for the past the ten years has been Captain of the boat that brings 
Santa Claus into the lagoon for the children’s Christmas party. Alexi can be found at the club on weekends 
enjoying friends and boating. He is always willing to lend a helping hand. Alexi, his wife Christine and 
daughter Zoe love power boating and thoroughly enjoy raft-ups and cruises and can be found on the Potomac 
River on their boat Triada.  

 
Candidate for Vice Commodore - Lauren Bazel  
Lauren and her husband, Chris, have been members of the club since June, 2004. She has 
served on the Board for the past six years, first as a Director and chairman of the 
Membership Committee, then as Secretary and, for the past two years, as Rear Commodore. 
Lauren and Chris have been very active in many club events since they joined, volunteering 
for Power Fleet and helping with the Beacon. Most recently, Lauren served as the chairman 
for the 60th Anniversary party committee and both have worked on several social event 

committees over the years. They are faithful members of the "Wino Fleet" and try to spend as much time they 
can on “A” Dock on their boat, NautACare.  

 
Candidate for Rear Commodore – Dan O’Keefe  
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly became a central 
part of their social life. They are involved in almost all club activities from TGIF’s and social 
activities to work projects and power fleet events. They can usually be found on or about 
“Pop Pop” every weekend during the boating season. For the past 2 years he has served as 
Treasurer and prior to that as chairman of the Membership Committee. Dan also is serving 

as a Member-at-Large on the Board of the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA).  
 

Candidate for Secretary – Jes Flesch  
Jes and her husband Matt have been members of the club since Spring of 2013. They have 
been active in club events since they joined and have even sponsored one of our larger 
events, the Red Brown annual cruise. They can be seen out and about on their boat Broken 
Piggy attending many of the club’s weekend raft ups. They enjoyed the club so much they 
moved to the neighborhood in late 2014. This is Jes’ first assignment to the board.  
 
 
Candidate for Treasure – Gene Diotalevi  
Gene has been a member of the MVYC for over 13 years and has had the pleasure of serving 
the membership as Director of Membership, Security and Pool. In addition to serving as a 
MVYC Board member, Gene has served as the Communications Chair since 2003 and as the 
MVYC Social co-chair in 2014 and 2015. Outside of MVYC, Gene has served as a Member at 
Large (MAL) for the Potomac River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) representing various 
Yacht Clubs on the Potomac and is an advocate of the Potomac River supporting various 

River-Keeper organizations. Gene is a retired United States Coast Guard Officer and he and his wife, Peyton, 
reside in Mount Vernon Terrace with daughters, Lauren and Ella. 
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Candidate for Director – Teresa Dyer  
Teresa and her husband, Curtis, joined the club in 2014 and have attended and 
volunteered for several events and are looking to get more involved in the club. They live 
in Stratford Landing. Curtis is retired after 30 plus years with the Architect of the Capitol 
and Teresa runs her own public policy consulting business. Teresa also serves as Vice 
President of Mount Vernon at Home - a volunteer driven organization which helps seniors 
in our area stay in their homes as long as possible by providing transportation, light 

handyman work, social activities and guidance on medical care. They have two children, Marshall and 
Brittany, who both reside is California. The Dyers sold their 33 foot sailboat a few years ago and are planning 
to shop for a power boat and possibly have one in the water for the 2017 Summer boating season.  
 

Candidate for Director – Woody Evans  
Woody and his wife Holly joined the Club in 2004, after visiting the club for a TGIF and being 
welcomed by the spirit and enthusiasm of the TGIF regulars. Their early years at the Club 
involved swim meets with their two children Anna and Will, as well as water sports and raft-
ups in their Sea Ray Sundeck 210. Socially, Woody has attended many of the Club’s events 
over the years and has witnessed Board participation first hand through Holly’s time as Pool 
Chair and Treasurer. Recently, Woody has been involved in the implementation of the 60th 

Anniversary celebration, the 4th of July Softball game, and Oktoberfest. Holly and Woody live in Mt. Vernon 
behind Grist Mill Park. Woody is employed by EYA, LLC, a regional property developer with a strong presence 
on the Potomac River. “I am looking forward to the opportunity to serve on the Board at MVYC. As a long time 
member, I look forward to giving back to the Club that has given me so many good times and so many good 
friends.”  
 

Candidate for Director – Mitchell Mutnick  
I am a long time member of the club, having joined in 1984. I am married to Jane Mutnick and 
have two children and one grandchild. I have been a Northern Virginia resident since 1975. I 
am a longtime member of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, having held many leadership 
positions in the organization. I have been boating for almost 40 years. Prior to going to work 
for the Commonwealth of Virginia I was an attorney in private practice in Northern Virginia. I 
have worked on the By-laws Committee and served as the gas dock coordinator for the club 

and helped with many social events at the club. I look forward to working with everyone to maintain a good 
family environment for all and keeping the club a fun place to boat and enjoy.  
 
Candidate for Director – Chris Ruckman  
Chris Ruckman has a 19-year record of service to MVYC. He was MVYC's 30th Commodore in 
2007-08, after previously serving on the Board for nearly eight years as a Director, Rear 
Commodore and Vice Commodore. Dr. Ruckman joined MVYC in 1997 when he and his wife, 
Diane Wilson, bought their home a few blocks from the Club. Immediately upon joining, he 
served as the Beacon Editor for eight years. Chris has helped run dozens of MVYC social 

events, including providing the music and sound system for this year's 60th Anniversary party. He is a 
frequent contributor to the Membership Committee. He and Diane are avid power boaters who can always be 
found at the front of the July 3rd Parade of Lights. 
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Upcoming Meetings 

In the Club House 

 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month 

 

November 21, 2016 at 7:30pm 

December 19, 2016 at 7:30pm 

 

Membership Meetings 

1st Thursday of each month 

 

November 3, 2016 at 8:00pm 
December 1, 2016 at 8:00pm 

 

 

 

Submitted by Pat McCarthy,Secretary, 

secretary@mvyc.net 
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