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Commodore’s Ball and Change of Watch 2016 
By Angie Miskimens 
 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club members and friends gathered to honor our outgoing Commodore Steve 
Donock and retiring board members.  The Change of Watch and Commissioning of the incoming board 
members and Alexi Stavropoulos, the new Commodore, was followed by an evening of friendship and 
dancing.  We had 95 attendees including 13 new club members!  If you did not attend the Ball this year, 
you missed a fun filled performance by the Master of Ceremonies; David Miskimens who entertained the 
audience with some of his historical pictures of Steve and Alexi.  Many laughs were had by all. 
      
Ball Committee members, chaired by Angie Miskimens, provided their much needed assistance to make 
this event a huge success!  Big thanks to Chris Ruckman, Diane Wilson, Marge and Jerry Skelly, and 
Christine Stavropoulos. 

Special thanks to Evelyn Hewitt for her thoughtful invocation, Bear Baker for photographing each 
arriving guest. Thank you to Larry Ichter for helping with updates on reply cards. Thank you to Jerry 
Skelly for handling the flags for the Change of Watch ceremony. 

A special note of thanks:  I have served as Chair and Co-Chair of this fabulous event for many years past 
and again this year.  It is one of the grandest traditions of our special community.  Having a dedicated 
committee who understands how important it is to encourage all MVYC members to attend the 
Commodore’s Ball is priceless.  It took everyone on this committee to make the Ball shine this year!  
Thank you all for a memorable 2016 Commodore’s Ball and Change of Watch.  

        

Bosun’s Whistle: Alexi Stavropoulous, 
Commodore commodore@mvyc.net 

mailto:commodore@mvyc.net
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This is my first official Beacon article as Commodore.  I would be remiss if I didn't start off by saying 
what a memorable Commodores ball we had.  It was nice to see all the past Commodores I had the 
pleasure of serving under, as well as many new members enjoying our club's tradition for the first time. 
Everyone attending got to see firsthand a humorous photographic bio of the outgoing and incoming 
Commodores created and narrated by David Miskimens.  Hindsight being 2020 perhaps there were a few 
photographs that Steve and I should have destroyed.   
 
The decorations were wonderful, the food delicious and the dancing went on until midnight. I would like 
to thank Angie Miskimens for coming out of ball retirement for me. Angie, along with her committee, did 
a wonderful job in turning the 60th annual Commodores Ball into a night to remember. Thank you for all 
your hard work.  
 
Looking back on the last two years, I had the pleasure of serving with Commodore Steve Donock. Steve 
did a wonderful job keeping our club going in the right direction. With his guidance the board members 
managed the budget, completed many projects and Steve left our club overall in very good shape.  
 
I also had the pleasure of serving with a very good group of Board of Trustees. Several will be moving 
up, a couple will be remaining in their current positions and several have moved on. We say farewell to 
Larry Ichter (membership), Amy Walker (house) and Rob Catron (grounds). Whether it was interviewing 
new families to join our club, maintaining our clubhouse, or making sure that the grounds look great, 
these three worked hard with their committees and did a terrific job over the past two years. Jeff Kirkland 
served us well and kept us safe as our security chairman-- thank you, Jeff. We owe big thanks to past 
Commodore Ron Reinsel who has done an excellent job gathering and analyzing information and 
advising with our long term planning. Thank you to all departing board members for serving our club. 
 
We welcome to the board this year Jes Flesch, Teresa Dyer, Woody Evans, Mitchell Mutnick and past 
Commodore Chris Ruckman. They will be joining Vice Commodore Lauren Bazel, Rear Commodore 
Dan O'Keefe, Treasurer Gene Diotalevi, Director Monica Ortiz and Director John Binette.   
 
Christine, Zoe and I joined MVYC in 2004. When I think of the club over the years, I think of two words: 
Community and volunteerism. You see the best of both throughout the year at our club. We all have busy 
lives, but when we come through the gates we relax, come together and have a great time. Membership is 
what this club thrives on and I would like to ask all of us to come together and help our new members 
understand our traditions and encourage them to participate. I hope that one day they too will feel like 
they've become part of our wonderful MVYC family. 
 
The newly elected Board of Trustees is a great group of folks. We look forward to serving our club in the 
coming year. I would like to wish everyone at MVYC a safe and happy holiday season. - Alexi 
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Membership News: Larry Ichter, membership@mvyc.net 

My two-year term as Membership Chair is over.  I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting all the new members 
and helping keep the Club in operation.  We brought in 12 new members in 2016 and should have two 
more by the end of the year.  Thanks to all the members who have recruited potential members.  We 
certainty need that effort to keep up our membership.  Teresa Dyer will be taking over as Membership 
Chair and I am sure will do an outstanding job. I would like to congratulate the following members who 
reached milestones of membership in 2016. - Larry 

50 Years 
Margaret Mayer 
45 Years 
Ebba Jo Spettel 
40 Years 
Larry and Pat Cundari 
35 Years 
Karl and Lynn Lady 
Stuart and Kaye Matthews 
David and Beth Wells 
Ted and Peggy Pearsall 
Joyce Bracey 
25 Years 
Jim and Linda Bonner 
Lynn Schutt and Cynthia Sloan 
20 Years 
Jack and Brenda Sanders 
15 Years 
Erik and Julie Thomas 
Neal and Stacey Beggan 
Donna Kamm 
Madeline O’Malley 
Jim Gordon 
Blair Beggan 
Ross Cox 
Bill and Helen Benz 
John Leary and Andrea Steierman 
Michael and Damara Galliot 
Stefan and Karen Svilich 
10 Years 
Rick and Angie Mullins 
Connie Niebuhr 
James Harrison and Julie Holdren 
Greg and Aimee Brennan 
Tracy Groff 
Tom and Judy Russell 
David and Amy Walker 
Dwayne and Heidi Johnson 
James Walton and Valerie Carney 
John Nelson 
 

mailto:membership@mvyc.net
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Grounds Update:  Mitchell Mutnick grounds@mvyc.net 

As the incoming Board Member responsible for the club grounds I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Rob Catron for his excellent work on grounds over the last year. He has left me with a smooth running 
and well maintained club. He worked tirelessly making sure that the grounds were properly maintained. 
He could be seen walking the grounds inspecting and treating the grounds as needed. He aptly organized 
work groups to do maintenance. I hope that I can maintain his tradition of excellence.  

To that end I hope to work on some issues that I have been asked to address, including upgrading the 
appearance of the grounds around the entrance of the clubhouse, adding a bike rack to the area around the 
shed, and possibly adding a permanent pump out facility on the grounds. The pavilion project is in the 
hands of the committee and we should be getting a report on that in the near future. If you have any 
suggestions or comments regarding projects, improvements or issues please drop me an email at the club 
address grounds@mvyc.net – Mitchell 

Fall Clean-Up Day a Success 
 
On Saturday morning, November 19th, the MVYC Grounds Committee celebrated Fall Clean-Up Day.  A 
great group of folks including Steve Donock, Woody Evans, David and Amy Walker, Judy McCarthy, 
Rick Franklin, John Skudlarek, Dan O'Keefe, Fred Brown and Bonnie Brenneman took on a list of 
important tasks to clean the outside of the house prior to the Holidays and around The Grounds to keep 
the Club looking great.  If I've forgotten to include someone who volunteered I apologize. 
 
Twice per year grounds clean-up days are important volunteer functions that help our overall efforts to 
keep annual dues as low as possible.  Spring clean-up will happen before the 2017 Commissioning 
Day.  Please plan to participate as Spring clean-up has a longer list of 'to do' items. 
 
Mitchell Mutnick is the new Director assigned to be responsible for The Grounds.  I'll assist him in any 
way that I can.  If you have a concern, comment or advice for Grounds, please send a nice email to 
Mitchell at grounds@mvyc.net.   
 
Thanks to everyone who helped me over the past year while I headed up Grounds and to Steve Donock 
for his sound advice to me during his service as Commodore. - Rob 

House Update:  Amy Walker house@mvyc.net  

Hi All! We got sprayed for ants this past month and had a few light bulb changes. Other than that, it was 
pretty quiet. I would like to thank a few gentlemen who were extremely helpful to me as House Director: 
Jeff Kirkland, Jim Gordon and Phil Douffass. I could not have done it without you! Thanks also to my 
family for putting up with all the meetings and appointments. I wish Woody Evans all best in this 
position. He will be an excellent house director!   Peace, Amy Walker 
 

Marina Update:  John Binette, marina@mvyc.net 
The boating season has come to an end for all but a few of the diehard mariners.  The marina has been 
winterized, the no wake buoys have been pulled and the bubblers have been placed for the upcoming 

mailto:grounds@mvyc.net
mailto:grounds@mvyc.net
mailto:grounds@mvyc.net
mailto:house@mvyc.net
mailto:marina@mvyc.net
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winter.  Most of the boats who are not staying the winter have departed and those staying have started to 
move inward.  If you would like to move your boat to an inner slip, please let me know as soon as 
possible and we will find you a slip. 

I would like to express one final thank you to all the members who have volunteered throughout the past 
year with the various marina projects, manning the gas dock, and overall upkeep of the marina.  It is truly 
great to see our members pull together and support each other the way we do.  I feel especially grateful 
for all the support I received in my first year as marina director.  Thank you all. 

As always, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed, if you would like to 
volunteer, or you have any suggestions, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and we will look into 
it. - John Binette, MVYC Marina Director 

Power Fleet: Mike Holland, powerfleet@mvyc.net 

Please come to our annual Power Fleet planning meeting on January 5th 2017 at 7pm. All are welcome! 
We will start the meeting promptly at 7pm so that we do not overlap the monthly Membership meeting at 
8pm. All ideas, new and old, for Power Fleet events are welcome. A list of the traditional Power Fleet 
events will be sent out beforehand, so please be ready to volunteer. - Mike 
  

PRYCA Update: Pat McCarthy, secretary@mvyc.net 

I attended the PRYCA delegates meeting on November 7th at the Capital Yacht Club.  Some of the nearby 
clubs had interesting items to report including:  Capital YC reports their Z dock will be relocated due to 
construction in the December-January period; National Potomac YC reported Columbia Island will erect 
a Tiki bar in time for next year’s season; Old Dominion BC reports ground has been broken on their new 
clubhouse; and, in discussions between the National Park Service and members of Fort Washington 
Boating Association, it appears the maintenance yard may not be retained in the future. 
     We also held elections for the PRYCA 2017 Slate of Officers and it is noteworthy that our own 
recently elected Rear Commodore Dan O’Keefe has been nominated to the position of PRYCA Fleet 
Captain where he will be responsible for the Association’s inventory and for providing docking and other 
assistance as may be necessary at next summer’s Float-In.  Be sure to congratulate Dan when you next 
see him… he will be one busy boater! 
     USA Today is holding a Readers’ Choice contest to select the best holiday parade from a group of 20 
nominations.  One of the nominated parades is the Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights to be held 
on December 3rd in which MVYC may have a couple of participating boats.  Voting ends Monday 
December 5th at 11:59 AM and the winner will be announced on December 9th.  The 17th annual Parade of 
Lights is for hardy boaters and watchers who gather along the Alexandria City Marina piers for a fabulous 
view.   You can vote at http://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-holiday-parade/. 
     Don’t forget the ever popular PRYCA Change of Watch gala dinner and dance will take place this 
January 28th at the Crowne Plaza, Old Town Alexandria.  MVYC usually has significant participation.  
Anyone interested in joining us can contact me for additional information.   

mailto:marina@mvyc.net
http://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-holiday-parade/
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Security Update:  Bonnie Brenneman, security@mvyc.net 

If you have questions, please contact me at:  security@mvyc.net - Bonnie 

Ships Store:  Janet Fincher, mvycss@mvyc.net 
Need MVYC attire?  The Ships store is open every Membership Meeting!  - Janet 
 

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, social@mvyc.net 

The Autumn is in full swing and so is the social life at the MVYC.  After finishing off October with a fun 
Halloween TGIF hosted by Susa n Schultz, Phil Douffas and  co-hosts. We kicked off November 
festivities with the Commodores ball where our club members had a chance to put on their evening wear. 
A big thanks goes to Angie  Miskimens and her  team of volunteers who diligently put on a fabulous 
night on town year after year. There is much to come in December.  We are going to kick off the holiday 
season with Tree trimming TGIF on December 2nd. Followed by a Saturday December 10th Adult 
holiday bash and Sunday December 11th Children's party with Santa.  For rest of the December events 
see the listing below and follow the MVYC calendar.  We still need help from club members with 
children with the Children's party. Please contact social@mvyc.net . Rachel Allen will be coordinating 
the preparations. - Monika 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2017 
1/1/17  12pm Nurse your hangover      
(Terry & Trish Enright) 

1/6/17 TGIF Host needed (Can be family 
friendly) 

1/13/17 TGIF Host needed 

1/20/17 TGIF Host needed 

1/27/17 TGIF Host Needed 

 

Decemer 2016 
12/2/16 Tree trimming TGIF 
(Zebrowski/O'Keefe) 

12/10/16 Adult Holiday Bash                     
(Tom & Gale Curcio) 

12/11/16 2-5pm Children's Holiday party 
with Santa  

12/23/16 Unsupervised TGIF 

12/30/16 It's almost New Year TGIF        
(Host needed) 

mailto:security@mvyc.net
mailto:social@mvyc.net
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Wine Fleet: Jayne Brady and Michael Prescott 
The fifth annual MVYC wine tasting attracted a lively group of guests on Saturday, November 12 at the 
Club. This year’s event featured five varietals – chardonnay, sauvignon blanc, shiraz/syrah, cabernet 
sauvignon and red blends, paired with a fine selection of food to complement each of the wines.  The 
Wine Fleet sponsored the event, chose and poured the wine, prepared the food, and provided a potluck 
buffet following the tasting.  The event wouldn’t have been such a success without a dedicated group of 
Wine Fleet volunteers: Lauren Bazel, Joanne Binette, Linda and Fred Brown, Teresa and Curtis Dyer, 
Trish and Terry Enright, Dan O’Keefe, Michael and Jayne Prescott and Cathy and Terry Stott. The next 
Wine Fleet event is the Valentine’s Day TGIF.  

And Finally…Some Good News to Share: 
Open to All Members, have some good news to share? If so, please send your article to 
Beacon@MVYC.net 

Submitted by Michael Spollen: 

 

One of the things I love most about living in this area and having a boat moored at MVYC is the 
occasional chance to view up-close the interesting watercraft that visit our part of the Potomac. 

So it was one recent afternoon when I spied an interesting vessel moored at the Bryan Point anchorage 
opposite Mt. Vernon: the Maine Schooner HARVEY GAMAGE.  Well-known in wooden boat circles 
and one of the last boats completed by the noted shipwright of the same name in 1973, she was calling on 
Old Town Alexandria to conduct some fundraising for her upkeep.  Although a 14-month restoration was 
recently performed, the maintenance needs of a boat like this are constant and expensive. 

For most of her recent history, HARVEY GAMAGE has been a sail training vessel offering programs 
that take her from the Canadian Maritimes to the Caribbean Sea, including Cuba.  If the weather 
cooperates, the presidential inaugural will probably bring some other interesting vessels up our way.  
Keep a good lookout! - Mike 
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Below please find the biographies of each office this year.  
 

Commodore – Alexi Stavropoulos  
Alexi, his wife Christine, and daughter Zoe joined MVYC in the spring of 2004. In 2006, 
Alexi was elected to the board of trustees. He has since served on the board for 10 years, as 
House Chair, Marina Chair, Pool Chair, Treasurer, Rear Commodore and Vice Commodore. 
During that time Alexi also spent 5 years as the Power Fleet Captain. Alexi enjoys assisting 
in various projects, as well as events throughout the club, including social events, point 
parties, clean-up day, swim team, power fleet events and the Fourth of July pool party. One 

event in particular that he has enjoyed for the past the ten years has been Captain of the boat that brings 
Santa Claus into the lagoon for the children’s Christmas party. Alexi can be found at the club on weekends 
enjoying friends and boating. He is always willing to lend a helping hand. Alexi, his wife Christine and 
daughter Zoe love power boating and thoroughly enjoy raft-ups and cruises and can be found on the Potomac 
River on their boat Triada.  

 
Vice Commodore - Lauren Bazel  
Lauren and her husband, Chris, have been members of the club since June, 2004. She has 
served on the Board for the past six years, first as a Director and chairman of the 
Membership Committee, then as Secretary and, for the past two years, as Rear Commodore. 
Lauren and Chris have been very active in many club events since they joined, volunteering 
for Power Fleet and helping with the Beacon. Most recently, Lauren served as the chairman 
for the 60th Anniversary party committee and both have worked on several social event 

committees over the years. They are faithful members of the "Wino Fleet" and try to spend as much time they 
can on “A” Dock on their boat, NautACare.  
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Rear Commodore – Dan O’Keefe  
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly became a central 
part of their social life. They are involved in almost all club activities from TGIF’s and social 
activities to work projects and power fleet events. They can usually be found on or about 
“Pop Pop” every weekend during the boating season. For the past 2 years he has served as 
Treasurer and prior to that as chairman of the Membership Committee. Dan also is serving 

as a Member-at-Large on the Board of the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA).  
 

Secretary – Jes Flesch  
Jes and her husband Matt have been members of the club since Spring of 2013. They have 
been active in club events since they joined and have even sponsored one of our larger 
events, the Red Brown annual cruise. They can be seen out and about on their boat Broken 
Piggy attending many of the club’s weekend raft ups. They enjoyed the club so much they 
moved to the neighborhood in late 2014. This is Jes’ first assignment to the board.  
 
 
Treasurer – Gene Diotalevi  
Gene has been a member of the MVYC for over 13 years and has had the pleasure of serving 
the membership as Director of Membership, Security and Pool. In addition to serving as a 
MVYC Board member, Gene has served as the Communications Chair since 2003 and as the 
MVYC Social co-chair in 2014 and 2015. Outside of MVYC, Gene has served as a Member at 
Large (MAL) for the Potomac River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) representing various 
Yacht Clubs on the Potomac and is an advocate of the Potomac River supporting various 

River-Keeper organizations. Gene is a retired United States Coast Guard Officer and he and his wife, Peyton, 
reside in Mount Vernon Terrace with daughters, Lauren and Ella. 
 

 
Membership Chair Director – Teresa Dyer  
Teresa and her husband, Curtis, joined the club in 2014 and have attended and 
volunteered for several events and are looking to get more involved in the club. They live 
in Stratford Landing. Curtis is retired after 30 plus years with the Architect of the Capitol 
and Teresa runs her own public policy consulting business. Teresa also serves as Vice 
President of Mount Vernon at Home - a volunteer driven organization which helps seniors 
in our area stay in their homes as long as possible by providing transportation, light 

handyman work, social activities and guidance on medical care. They have two children, Marshall and 
Brittany, who both reside is California. The Dyers sold their 33 foot sailboat a few years ago and are planning 
to shop for a power boat and possibly have one in the water for the 2017 Summer boating season.  
 

House Chair Director – Woody Evans  
Woody and his wife Holly joined the Club in 2004, after visiting the club for a TGIF and being 
welcomed by the spirit and enthusiasm of the TGIF regulars. Their early years at the Club 
involved swim meets with their two children Anna and Will, as well as water sports and raft-
ups in their Sea Ray Sundeck 210. Socially, Woody has attended many of the Club’s events 
over the years and has witnessed Board participation first hand through Holly’s time as Pool 
Chair and Treasurer. Recently, Woody has been involved in the implementation of the 60th 

Anniversary celebration, the 4th of July Softball game, and Oktoberfest. Holly and Woody live in Mt. Vernon 
behind Grist Mill Park. Woody is employed by EYA, LLC, a regional property developer with a strong presence 
on the Potomac River. “I am looking forward to the opportunity to serve on the Board at MVYC. As a long time 
member, I look forward to giving back to the Club that has given me so many good times and so many good 
friends.”  
 

Grounds Chair Director – Mitchell Mutnick  
I am a long time member of the club, having joined in 1984. I am married to Jane Mutnick and 
have two children and one grandchild. I have been a Northern Virginia resident since 1975. I 
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am a longtime member of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, having held many leadership positions in the 
organization. I have been boating for almost 40 years. Prior to going to work for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia I was an attorney in private practice in Northern Virginia. I have worked on the By-laws Committee 
and served as the gas dock coordinator for the club and helped with many social events at the club. I look 
forward to working with everyone to maintain a good family environment for all and keeping the club a fun 
place to boat and enjoy.  

 
Pool Chair Director – Chris Ruckman  
Chris Ruckman has a 19-year record of service to MVYC. He was MVYC's 30th Commodore in 
2007-08, after previously serving on the Board for nearly eight years as a Director, Rear 
Commodore and Vice Commodore. Dr. Ruckman joined MVYC in 1997 when he and his wife, 
Diane Wilson, bought their home a few blocks from the Club. Immediately upon joining, he 
served as the Beacon Editor for eight years. Chris has helped run dozens of MVYC social events, 

including providing the music and sound system for this year's 60th Anniversary party. He is a frequent 
contributor to the Membership Committee. He and Diane are avid power boaters who can always be found at 
the front of the July 3rd Parade of Lights. 

 
Security Chair – Bonnie Brenneman 
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Upcoming Meetings 

In the Club House 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month 

December 19, 2016 at 7:30pm 
January 16, 2016 at 7:30 

Membership Meetings 
1st Thursday of each month 

December 1, 2016 at 8:00pm 
January 5, 2017 at 8:00pm 

Submitted by Pat McCarthy,Secretary, 
secretary@mvyc.net 

mailto:Beacon@MVYC.net
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