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Bosun’s Whistle:  Steve Donock, Commodore  

Spring has sprung around MVYC in so many ways!  We didn’t let a little rain get in 

the way of the sock burning.  We moved the party to the Clubhouse, got a fire pit set 

up near the pool and had a great time.  After a couple of odes to socks – and/or the 

lack thereof – out we went to light ‘em up.  The party went well into the evening and 

was a lot of fun.  Thanks to all who put it together and got it set up quickly when we had to change 
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April Meetings 

Pat McCarthy, Secretary, secretary@mvyc.net 

 Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month, usually 

April 18, 2016 at 7:30pm 

May 16, 2016 at 7:30pm 

  

Membership Meetings 

1st Thursday of each month 

April 7, 2016 at 8:00pm 

May 5, 2016 at 8:00pm 

 

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
As you enjoy this copy of the Beacon, I would ask 

those of you that continue to get the Beacon via the  

mail, to reconsider your decision.  Last month it cost 

the club $4.06 each to distribute 150 copies of the 

Beacon. That may only be a Starbuck’s latte for you, 

but, for the club that is in excess of $5,000 per year. 

Please send an email, today, to Larry Ichter: 

membership@mvyc.net and let him know that 

you are willing to change to the electronic copy only. 

Thanks – Dan O’Keefe, MVYC Treasurer 
 

 
As you enjoy this copy of the Beacon, I would ask those of you that con nue to get the beacon via the  mail to reconsider your decision.  Last month it cost the club $4.06 to distribute each copy of the Beacon. That may only be a Starbuck’s la'e for you,  but, for the club that is in excess of $5,000 per year. Please  contact Larry Ichter at membership@mvyc.net  and let him know that you are willing to change to the  electronic copy only. Thanks As you enjoy this copy of the Beacon, I would ask those of you get the beacon via the  mail to reconsider your decision.  Last month it cost the club $4.06 to distribute each copy of the Beacon. That may only be a Starbuck’s la'e for you,  but, for the club that is in excess of $5,000 per year. Please  contact Larry Ichter at membership@mvyc.net  and let him know that you are willing to change to the  electronic copy only. Thanks 
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locations.  For what it’s worth, MVYC is full of a bunch of Hardy Souls as I got some emails about other 

Clubs (who will remain nameless) actually moving their event to another date due to a wet chill in the air. 

A special thank you goes out this month to Janet Fincher.  She and her trusty assistants, husband Julian 

and son Cody, have been setting up the Ship’s Store at many events over the past month so you will have 

no reason not to have some 60
th
 Bling for the season!  The new burgees are here and there are some 

commemorative, limited time t-shirts available for purchase.  If you still can’t find something in her vast 

inventory just let her know with a note to mvycss@gmail.com and she’ll see what she can do for you. 

Speaking of Club bling, you’ve probably heard about, and seen, the missing anchor at our front gate.  For 

many years we’ve been welcomed to the Club by an anchor on each of the brick structures at our 

entrance.  A bit of history is in order.  In 1966 Hogates Restaurant donated a large anchor for one side of 

the driveway.  In 1991 a member arranged to have a second anchor installed to balance the entrance.  A 

letter from 1992 and unearthed a while back documented it as- on loan.  Not much was thought about it – 

aside from a periodic coat of paint – for over 20 years.  A few years after the member who donated it 

resigned from the Club, he sent a letter saying he was going to retrieve his anchor.  More time passed and 

another letter offered to make it ours for good for $2200.  Thinking that was a bit high, I asked member 

John Finke to search for a suitable replacement.  Boy, did he come through!  As you read this the 

replacement anchor is undergoing some detail work to get it ready for installation and all at a cost of just a 

hair over 10% of what we were offered to purchase the old anchor.  Thank you, John! 

Work is continuing on the pool to be ready for the season.  Pool Chair Gene Diotalevi has been working 

closely with a pool service company to make some needed repairs exacerbated by both age and the cold 

winters over the last two years.  Work is progressing and we’ll have a pretty good idea of the exact cost 

by the time you read this. 

Planning for our 60
th
 Commissioning Day and the 60

th
 Anniversary/Newcomers Party is also in high gear.  

Susan Schultz for Commissioning Day and Lauren Bazel for the 60
th
 Party, and their committees are 

working hard to make these two events to remember. 

So, now that winter is officially over, let’s get the Season going in style! commodore@mvyc.net - Steve 

Grounds Update:  Rob Catron, Grounds Director 

If you would like more information about the proposed pavilion or have ideas or comments to share 

please send an email, I sincerely look forward to hearing your ideas and talking to you.  Also, if you are 

interested in helping the Committee throughout the year, please contact me. grounds@mvyc.net - Rob 

House Update:  Amy Walker, House Director 

Greetings Members!  As I write this article, our waterproofing project is almost finished. I am confident 

that we will like the results. We have installed new roofing materials, new siding & a new chemical room 

door and were able to reuse the original decking material. So I am looking forward to our first big rain 

storm of Spring. Never thought I would say that! I have noticed our new recycle bins have been working 

most effectively. Thank you for your time and effort of disposing the contents.  As always, thanks for 

mailto:mvycss@gmail.com
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=grounds@mvyc.net
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your efforts of turning off lights/ tv’s, etc. when you leave the clubhouse. Happy Spring! Peace 

house@mvyc.net  -  Amy 

Marina Update:  John Binette, Marina Director 

It’s springtime in the marina.  A time to which we have all been looking forward.  Slips have been 

assigned and boats are starting to return.  After a long winter, we have many things within the marina that 

need to be accomplished.  The bubblers need to be pulled.    The buoys need to be placed.  Water needs to 

be restored to the docks.  Some of the docks on outer W need to be shored up and sections of our 

bulkhead walls around the point need to be repaired.  Completion of these tasks will get us ready for the 

summer boating months.  Emails will be sent out shortly looking for volunteers to assist with these 

projects.  I can certainly use the help of those of you experienced with these projects to teach me how all 

these things get done.  I look forward to your assistance with helping me get the marina ready for 

summer.  Thank you in advance. If you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed, please 

send an email to and we will address the issue. marina@mvyc.net  -  John 

Membership News:  Larry Ichter, Membership Director  

Welcome Aboard!  Wayne and Denise D’Angelo joined the Club in 

February. They have three children, Griffin (age 5) and twins Michael and 

Stella (age 3). Wayne and Denise are originally from New Jersey but have 

lived in Yacht Haven since 2012. Wayne is an attorney and Denise a 

teacher, but currently stays at home with the children. They are looking 

forward to spending time on their new pontoon boat. This makes six 

pontoon boats berthed at the Club. membership@mvyc.net  - Larry 
 

Power Fleet Update:  Mike Holland, Power Fleet Captain  

Today the skies are blue, the winds fair and the temperature temperate, just perfect weather for boating up 

the river to view Cherry Blossoms on the DC waterfront. For our Overland trip this year we also enjoyed 

beautiful weather at the Electric Palm Restaurant. Thanks to Lori Wallace and her side-kick Gene 

Diotalevi, the day went smoothly, the food was delicious and the drinks were cold. Hard to ask for more 

in the middle of February!  

Our Sock Burning party was not so lucky with the weather, but with quick thinking from the team of 

Chris Bazel and Jim Ortiz, the party was a smashing success. Socks were burnt, some of the best 

homemade brew was drunk (Thanks Jim!) and some somewhat accurate historic stories were told by Bill 

Gard and Ron Reinsel. Who knew Sock burning was so deeply entrenched into the history of Virginia! 

Thanks again to all the volunteers who make these events so much fun. 

Our next events are the annual Safety Inspection on April 23rd and Brunch Cruise on April 24th. The 

Safety inspection is a great opportunity for you to have Coast Guard Auxiliary personnel inspect your 

boat for basic safety to ensure a safe season of boating. When you pass the inspection they give you a 

nifty sticker to put on the window of your boat! The Brunch Cruise is a wonderful opportunity to hop on a 

mailto:membership@mvyc.net
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boat, cruise up the river to National Harbor and enjoy a nice brunch with your fellow club members. You 

do not have to have a boat to join, just sign up! More information will follow, so keep an eye on your 

email. powerfleet@mvyc.net - Captain Mike 

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, Social Director  

The weather has been unpredictable but the members of the MVYC have been true blue in supporting 

their club! The Social Committee wants to say "Thank You" to all the individuals and families who 

volunteer their time and energy to make all the events the precious jewels of the club’s crown. 

 

The Social Committee is pleased to report that the Commissioning Day and 60th Anniversary committees' 

led by Lauren Bazel and Susan Schultz are well under way for planning back to back fantastic events for 

us all. We hope to see many of you at these events 

 

Throughout late February and March, we were treated to some great parties in MVYC style.  We had a 

great turnout for our Overland Cruise to Electric Palm which was hosted by the Power Fleet Families 

Wallace & Diotalevi.  The Mahon family hosted a rousing family friendly TGIF followed by Chip & Lois 

Drury's TGIF where everyone had a great time.  Next came the fun filled St. Patty’s Weekend parties with 

the Irish TGIF hosted by the Dyer and Andrade Families.  In true mariner tradition the club wasn't 

deterred by a little freezing rain and persevered to burn our socks to banish Old Man Winter for another 

year.  Congratulations to Linda Sudhouse who came away with the Trophy for Best Boaters Bowl.  No 

one will soon forget Bonnie’s prize winning RGIII socks surrendered to the fire.  We thank Bill Gard and 

Ron Reinsel for entertaining young and young at heart with the lively debate over sock burning lore. 

 

 

 
 

Get ready for some great April events 

 4/1 April Fools Family friendly TGIF 

 4/8 Poker TGIF     

 4/15 Comedy Improv TGIF 

 4/22 Bunco TGIF 

    

The MVYC Power Fleet Brunch Cruise will be setting off the morning of the 24th of April. Mark your 

calendar now for the year’s first boating event and always a great way to start the season; view the flyer in 

this edition of your Beacon.  *All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely* 

mailto:powerfleet@mvyc.net
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The TGIFs continue every Friday night.  If it has been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, you might 

want to give Monika a call. She will be happy to schedule you. social@mvyc.net - Monika 

PRYCA:  Pat McCarthy 

The PRYCA in its role as a conduit coordinating several boating activities among participating clubs and 

their members has planned a Summer Kick Off at Cobb Island, June 17-19; their PRYCA Float-In at 

Point Lookout, July 15-17 where the theme will be “Pirates of the Potomac II, the Curse of the Blind 

Dinghy”, and the Dog Days of August at Aquia Harbor on August 19-21.  Finally, the always popular 

Change of Watch will take place at the Crown Plaza in Old Town Alexandria January 27-29, 2017 with 

the dinner dance and ceremony on January 28.   

 

MVYC has had considerable success the last three years winning the trophy cup at the Float-In and we 

hope to continue doing so with your help.  We would like to have our participating members and their 

boats sign up by April 4th if at all possible, although later signups will be accepted.  An early sign up 

facilitates slipping our boats close to each other at the Point Lookout Marina.  The Float-In is always a 

popular and busy fun weekend so I encourage those of you who have not participated in the past or not in  

recent years considers joining us this July.   

 

Finally, the PRYCA has alerted us that on or about April 30th there will be an emergency response drill at 

Reagan National Airport with many local and federal agencies involved, including a water response. 

Warnings will be sent out to the citizens of DC and VA to not be alarmed of smoke or other activities on 

that day but it might be wise to avoid or at least be prepared to give a wide berth to activities on the water 

near the airport that day. prycadelegate@mvyc.net - Pat  
 

CBYCA:  Jerry Nissley 

For more information on CBYCA please visit their website: www.cbyca.org, CBYCA Newsletter - 

http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm  or email me at   cbycsdelegate@mvyc.net- Jerry 

Ships Store:  Janet Fincher 

The Ships Store has new items: shot glasses and 

coasters for your home and car.  The 60th Burgees 

are here too! mvycss@mvyc.net 

 

Ships Store 

         now accepting 

                                      credit cards! 

 

                                                                       -Janet 

 

 

 

mailto:social@mvyc.net
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2016 marks  

MVYC’s 

  Diamond Anniversary  

with a brilliant celebration 

Mark your calendar for  

Saturday, June 25th 

Tickets are $40 per person 

Invitations coming soon 
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April 2016 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

            1 

Yoga- 9am 

April Fools 

Family 

TGIF@ 

6:30pm 

 2 

             

3  4 

Club Rental- 

6-8:30pm 

 4 

Yoga-9am 

 6  7 

Membership 

Meeting- 8pm 

 8 

Yoga-9am 

Poker 

TGIF-7pm 

 

 9 

             

10  

Wessington 

Home 

Owner 

Meeting- 

Bear Baker 

11-2pm  

 

  

11  12  

Yoga-9am 

 13  14 

Garden Club 

9:30-1:00pm 

Coast Guard 

Auxiliary- 

7pm 

 15 

Yoga-9am 

Comedy 

Improv 

TGIF- 7pm 

 

 16 

Jack O’Malley 

Life Celebration 

(House Rental) 

2-5pm 

             

17  18 

Board 

Meeting- 

7:30pm 

 19 

Yoga-9am 

 20  21 

Coast Guard 

Auxiliary- 7pm 

 22 

Yoga-9am 

 

Bunco 

TGIF- 7pm 

 23 

Vessel Safety 

Inspection 

Swap Meet 

10-4pm 

Gene Diotelevi 

& 

Bonnie 

Brenneman  

              

24 

Brunch 

Cruise- 

10am- 

Tracy Groff 

 25  26 

 Yoga-9am 

 27  28  29 

Yoga- 

9am 

 30 

Mark your 

Calendar- 

Tomorrow is 

Commissioning 

Day! 
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Bill Gard, Past Commodore, Visiting Mount Vernon Estates as a Boating Day Trip 

 

If boaters are looking for a quick day trip, I’d like to recommend visiting George Washington’s Mount 

Vernon Estates by boat.  From April through October the wharf is open to recreational boaters from 9 

a.m. until 4:30 p.m., Tuesdays through Sundays. (Early Spring and Fall, weekends only.)  

Dockage is free. 

General Admission to Mount Vernon is $20 for adults, $19 for seniors and $10 for children.  (Tickets can 

be purchased on-line for $17, $16 and $9 respectively).  Annual passes are available as well. To get to 

Mount Vernon, a boater can cruise 2/3 of a mile from the MVYC red channel marker to the Potomac 

River Green Channel marker “67”, then turn up river for a mile and a half to green channel marker “71”.  

You then turn towards the Virginia shore and follow a course of about 10 degrees for about one- 

half mile.  As you approach the wharf, call the Wharf Master on Marine Radio Channel 16 or phone him 

at 703 799 6856 for docking instructions. Once tied up at the Wharf you can catch a shuttle to the ticket  

office and purchase admission tickets and then visit the Estate or head over to the Mount Vernon Inn for 

lunch. I recommend calling ahead for docking availability as transient docking is on a first-come, first-

served basis.  There are also occasions when barges occupy the wharf docking areas and transient docking 

may not be available. If you do visit Mount Vernon by boat you will most likely be greeted by a Wharf 

Master who is also a MVYC member.  Bob Beggan, Dave Curry, Bill Gard, Pat McCarthy and newbie, 

Steve Wallace all work the wharf and can get you started on having a great day.  Wharf Guidelines: 

I.  Wharf Hours are 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday. 

II. The estate’s contracted commercial sightseeing vessels have priority for tying up, arriving and departing. 

III. All private vessels are welcome on a first come, first served basis. 

IV. Boats are only allowed to dock on up-river side of Wharf. 

a. Approaching vessels should navigate to starboard, leaving Wharf Pavilion to Port. 

b. Approaching vessels should hail Wharf Master on Marine VHF Radio Channel 16 for docking instructions. 

V. Captain must check and secure any lines the Wharf Master has handled while assisting docking. This includes protective devices such as fenders. 

VI. Docking Agreement must be signed and returned to Wharf Master. 

a. Agreement must contain a cellular phone number for emergency contact. 

VII. Estate Admission is required for all arriving guests. 

a. Government issued ID to be held by Wharf Master until proof of purchase is shown. 

b. Tickets may be purchased either online from mobile device or at the Mount Vernon Ticket window. 

Rafting only allowed with the permission of the Wharf Master. 

IX. The Wharf Master can be reached by: a. Phone 703.799.6856, b. Marine VHF Radio Channel 16 c. wharf@mountvernon.org 
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Arrive by Land 

Arrive by Sea 

‘Tis not (quite) a command 

But a request from MVYC 

To join the Power Fleet  

For our Annual Brunch Cruise 

When:  April 24, 2016 11:00 am 

Where: Granite City Food & Brewery, 

at National Harbor 

200 American Way, National Harbor, Maryland 20745   www.gcfb.com 

Cost:  $33.00/pp  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

RSVP to Tracy Groff at tracygroff@hotmail.com  

A Sampling of the Buffet Menu Items: Prime Rib, Mashed Potatoes, Scrambled Eggs, Omelet Station, Fruit/Vegetable Tray, 

Soup, Croissants/Scones, Smoked Salmon, Reggiano Hashbrowns, French Toast/Pancakes, Bacon/Sausage, Pasta, Caramel Rolls 

Extend your visit to National Harbor by visiting these other local attractions: 

The Capital Wheel - You’ll feel like you’re sitting on top of the world when you experience National Harbor’s newest iconic 

attraction, The Capital Wheel! 

Tanger Outlets - Shop over 85 brands at Tanger Outlets at National Harbor! Brand-name stores include Calvin Klein, IZOD, 

Tommy Hilfiger, Columbia, Brooks Brothers Factory Store, J. Crew Factory Store, Le Creuset Outlet, and many more. 

The Awakening - The Awakening sculpture is a five piece cast iron sculpture depicting the arousing of a bearded giant with a 

head, hand, outstretched arm, bent knee, and foot arranged to suggest that the giant is breaking free from the earth. The 

Awakening is a fun piece of interactive art that screams for children of all ages to climb on. 

And Lots, Lots more…enjoy the outdoors just walking through the streets taking in the views, perhaps lightening your wallet… 

mailto:tracygroff@hotmail.com
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March Photo Album 

Photographers:  Linda Brown, Russell Poe, Chris Bazel, Mike Holland, Lori Wallace, Jerry Gray 
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Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

 Commissioning Day 

May 1, 2016 at 2:00pm 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Lane 

Alexandria, Virginia 

22309 
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MVYC  Classifieds 

Swap Meet and Safety Inspection 

 On 

 23 April from 10-4pm 

 

You can submit articles, photos and paid advertisements, which may be edited: 

 

 1 /2 page:  $50.00 -  5” H x 7.5” W, 

 1/3 page:      $30.00 – 3.5” H x 7.5” W, 

 Business Card Size:   $20.00 – 3.75” H x 2.5” W,  

 

DUE by the 15th of each month:   Beacon@MVYC.net 
 

1. 2004, 21' 8" Bay Liner, 212 Cuddy Cabin review 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8u-MgxNX50 email:  jcw8311@gmail.com 

 

2. 4100, SCR Maxum 1999 diesels with 280 hours, email: Jaferris2k@aol.com 

  

3. Boat equipment unused, email:  Jaferris2k@aol.com 

  

4. Various vintage cameras and equipment in excellent condition, 

email:  Jaferris2k@aol.com 

  

5. New tires and wheels and third row seats, email:  jaferris2k@aol.com 

 

6. Dirty Paws Pet Sitting, email:  http://petsittingaandd.weebly.com 

 

7. 27ft Maxum, Cuddy Cabin w/ tri-axle trailer, 2004, 36K, email: email2steve@yahoo.com 

mailto:Beacon@MVYC.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8u-MgxNX50
mailto:jcw8311@gmail.com
mailto:Jaferris2k@aol.com
mailto:Jaferris2k@aol.com
mailto:Jaferris2k@aol.com
mailto:jaferris2k@aol.com
http://petsittingaandd.weebly.com/
mailto:email2steve@yahoo.com

