
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

MVYC is proving once again that we are indeed a Club for all seasons.  The year wasn’t even a full 
day old when over 60 members rang in the New Year with a much needed brunch.  Extra tables had 
to be set up to accommodate the great food that was brought and our trusty bartender had to run out 
to find an open store to replenish the mimosa supplies before there was a mutiny!  Thanks to every-
one who made our now second annual New Year’s Day Brunch a not-to-be-missed party. 

By now you’ve received the annual membership package.  The membership approved the budget at the January 
Membership Meeting and we believe you’ll be happy to see that dues and fees will remain unchanged for 2015.  
We’ve had a good run the past couple of years so we’ve been able to put off increases again this year.  That 
doesn’t mean we aren’t looking ahead for future needs.  Past Commodore Ron Reinsel has agreed to continue as 
our Long Range Planning Coordinator and working with the Board he will be looking at the best ways to put our 
money to use.  Watch these pages throughout the year for information on upcoming projects. 

The rest of the Board isn’t taking the winter off, either.  By the time you read this repairs to the main level bar 
ceiling will have been completed and a fresh coat of paint will have been applied to the bar and Great Room.  
House Chair Amy Walker hasn’t wasted a minute getting the House in shape for the coming year.  She’s stream-
lining the process for tracking and ordering supplies to keep our galley stocked.  Since we never pass up an offer 
of help, Secretary and former House Chair Patrick McCarthy is still providing guidance and Phil Douffas has 
stepped up – sometime literally when he’s poking around high places on a ladder – to help document and main-
tain some of the many systems that keep our House running.  How many of you knew that there are five complete 
HVAC systems for the Clubhouse?  Phil did, and he’s working on a schedule for periodic maintenance that can be 
performed in house to help keep the repairman at bay. 

The Fleets and Social Committees have had their planning meetings for 2015 and we’re all in for an active and 
enjoyable year.  No matter your pleasure we’re certain there’s something on the calendar for everyone! 

Two bits of sad news since the last Beacon was published.  First, we lost long time member Lou Picciano.  Lou 
was an avid sailor and a big supporter of MVYC.  When I joined the Club 25 years ago Lou was the Security Di-
rector.  He took that job – and every other job he had over the years – seriously and you knew you were getting 
access to someplace special when he gave you your gate pass.  He will be sorely missed.  His son Tony and wife 
Susan have asked that I pass along their thanks to everyone who has offered thoughts and support. 

I am also sorry to report that MVYC recently heard long time member Nancy Niebuhr passed away on January 
11th.  She and Don sailed "Nikki" out of MVYC and they and their daughter Connie have been anchors of "inner 
W" dock for many years.  Nancy was as kind a person as you'd ever want to know and she will be sorely missed by 
her many friends at the Club.  Don is staying with Connie and if you'd like to drop a line the address is 12417 
Twin Mountains Road, Rapidan, Va.  22733.  Fair winds and following seas, Nancy. 

 As we enter what I have always maintained is the longest month of the year – notwithstanding its 28 days – I 
think we’re all hoping for milder winter than has been predicted so let’s all get ready for Spring!  After all, pitchers 
and catchers report in just a couple weeks!  Stay warm. 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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PRYCA Update 

 

By Dan O’Keefe 

The Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association’s 2015 Change 
of Watch Weekend, January 16th-18th at the Crown Plaza 
Old Town Alexandria was a terrific success. Approximately 
120 partiers including an exceptional representation from 
MVYC kicked off the festivities Friday night at the Old Do-
minion Boat Club. Hors devours and drinks prepared every-
one for the “Crawl up King Street”. As the revelers gave 
up the Crawl they were welcomed to the Hospitality Suite 
hosted by Westmoreland Yachting Association. No one 
would say when suite closed but Saturday morning’s break-
fast was not exactly crowded.  The weather Saturday after-
noon was ideal for visiting the shops on King Street or 
touring the Torpedo Factory.  Saturday’s planned activities 
resumed with Westmoreland again hosting the Hospitality 
Suite. The evening continued with the formal Change of 
Watch ceremony, dinner and dancing. A good time was had 
by all. 
  

PRYCA’s 2015 schedule of events is beginning to fill out: 
The Summer Kick-Off will be at Cobb Island June 19-21. 
The Float-In will be July 17-19 location TBD. 
Dog Days of August will be hosted by Aquia Harbour Au-
gust 14-16. 

Welcome Aboard... &... Farewell!  
By Membership Director Larry Ichter 

Welcome Aboard:  New members John and Susan Finke joined the Club in 
December.  John is a Program Manager for Phoenix International, an underwa-
ter solutions company, in Largo, Maryland.  John often works supporting the 
National Transportation Safety Board on searches with underwater aircraft ac-

cidents.  Susan is an Office Manager for a law firm in Old Town Alexandria.  They live in Mount Vernon Manor with their 
daughter, son-in-law and two grandchildren.  John and Susan joined us at the Adult Christmas party and we look forward to 
seeing them at future events. 

Farewell:  Long time members Chuck and Anita Manka have resigned their membership having retired and moved to Flori-
da.  They indicated they will miss the friends and good time they enjoyed for more than 30 years.  We wish them the best and 
will miss them.  TGIF participants will certainly miss Anita’s French cooking. 
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Power Fleet News 
By Chris Bazel, Frostbite pics courtesy of Pat McCarthy 

Well, here we go again.  Time for another pleasant party year with the Power Fleet!  As I write 
this we are approaching the first event of 2015 - The Annual Frostbite BBQ – although weather prediction was quite frosty 
we had rainy wet spots instead.  Thanks to all who participated– Joe’s caravan cooker was super cool, and the tenting we set 
up was much needed.   

Our next event will be our Overland Cruise to Tim’s Rivershore Restaurant on Saturday February 21st starting around noon.  
Lori Wallace has stepped forward to help coordinate this year and look for her informative and festive flyer in this issue of 
the Beacon.   

In March we will have our sensational Sock Burning Party to help welcome the arrival of Spring and the end of Winter.   
This year we are planning on another friendly and fiery time starting around 4 pm on Saturday 3/21 .  So gather your socks 
and look for more details in the coming issue and emails. As always, the event will be led by stalwart sock-burners Ron Rein-
sel and Bill Gard, with assistance from the Enrights and Bazels.  Wanna be involved?  Email Trish at tntenright@aol.com. 

Final reminder this month, the Coast Guard Auxiliary will be at the marina on April 21st for vessel safety inspections starting 
around 9am.  I know this seems like a far off speck on the horizon but wanted to make sure you had it on your calendars.  
Safety should be our first priority and always in the front of our minds.  Cheers! 

Power Fleet 2015 Schedule 
Check out the entire year’s schedule and hopefully you will find an event in which you wish to become involved.  Remember 
we are an all-volunteer organization and it’s you the membership that makes these events special.   Even though we are 
called the Power Fleet—for many of these events you do not need a boat to join in the fun.  Questions?  Ask Chris Bazel. 

Event Description Date/Time Coordinator(s) 

Frostbite 1/24/2015 @ 2pm Chris Bazel / Joe Castor 

Overland to Tim’s 2/21/2015 @ 12pm Lori Wallace 

Sock Burning 3/21/2015 @ 4pm Gard/Reinsel/Bazel/ Enright 

Inspection Day 4/18/2015 @ 9am 

(Rain date 5/9/2015) 

Roger Fuller / Matt Flesch 

Brunch Cruise 4/26/2015 @ 11am Wallaces / Fleschs 

Commissioning Day 5/3/2015 @ 12pm Chris Bazel / Greg Rehe 

Photo Shoot 5/9/2015 @ 11am Russell “Pokey” Poe 

Memorial Day Raft-up 5/23/2015 @ 1pm Wallaces / Fleschs 

Parade of lights 7/3/2015 @ dusk Ruckman-Wilson/Curcio 

PRYCA Summer Kick-off 6/19/2015 – 6/21/2015 Dan O’Keefe 

PRYCA Float – in 7/17/2015-7/19/2015 Dan O’Keefe 

Red Brown Cruise 8/28/2015-8/30/2015 Fleschs/McCarthy 

Labor Day Raft-up 9/5/2015-9/6/2015 @ 1pm Mike Holland / Russell 
“Pokey” Poe 

Wounded Warrior 9/12/2015 @ TBD Bill Gard / Jimmy Ortiz/ John 
Skudlarek 

Overnight to Old Town 10/16/2015-10/18/2015 Wallaces 
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Marina Update 
By Marina Co-chairs Alexi Stavropoulos and Michael Phelps 

We are working our way through winter and before we know it will be April and boats will start to come back into our Marina. For the 

most part, it has been pretty mellow at the marina. Between the club’s bubblers and several members who have bubblers, we have man-

aged to keep the heavy freeze out of the marina. March has been known to throw a few inches of snow our way, so we are not entirely in 

the clear.  

This a good time of  year to remind those who still have their boats in the wa-

ter to check all dock lines, double-check bilges for any water, and test all 

pumps to make sure they are in working order.  

At the end of the month this month our annual slip fees are due. Once received and processed, we will be going through and mak-
ing the slip assignments. Your Marina Committee only has a two week window between the application deadline and the day slip 
assignments must be made to review all of the applications, juggle all of the requests, and to develop a final marina layout that 
attempts to accommodate as many members’ boats as possible in appropriate berths. We do have several large boats on the wait 
list and, as always, whenever possible, we will do our best to get those boats in our marina. The information on the renewal forms 
and slip request is very important. We use this information for the slip assignments and our membership side of the web site. 
Please take the time and fill out all the information correctly.  
 
We have several small dock projects that require our attention and we plan to get started sometime in March, weather permitting.  
 

We will be looking for volunteers to help us out with the marina projects, as 
well as the gas dock attendants for the 2015 boating season.  

 
We are looking forward to the 2015 boating season 
 
 

 

House Update 
By House Gal Amy Walker 

As I write this article, the painters have entered the building. It should take up to a week to finish. I appreciate your patience 
with this endeavor. Right now the house looks like “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”. The walls are bare with wires hang-
ing out . It’s kind of spooky! We are going to have the carpet cleaned when the painters finish so it may take us awhile to get 
everything back in its proper place. 

A huge thank you to Kathy Ichter, Lauren Bazel, Kim Andrade, David Walker, Mike Holland and Jeff Kirkland. On Satur-
day Jan 17, they moved furniture, stripped the walls, reorganized the kitchen and took inventory. We have tons of sugar, 
creamer, coffee, tea and ketchup! Please check the inventory at the club before you purchase items for a club event. Chances 
are we might have it already. 

Check out our new “Ship’s Store” in the lower level glass cabinet. Thank you to Harriet Singleton for setting that up. If you 
want to purchase something, give her holler. She would love to help you.  As always, please be sure to turn off the TV and 
lights before you exit the building.   

Peace,   

Amy Walker     
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By Harriet Singleton  
 
Some folks use the winter indoor days to clear out closets and drawers of unloved, unwanted or just worn out 
items.  We hope that MVYC clothing items aren't discarded for any of those reasons.  But not to worry, you can 
always get new shirts, hats and much more to show your MVYC spirit.    
 
Thanks to the House Gal, Amy Walker, most of the Ships Store items are now on display in the cabinet on the low-
er level of the Clubhouse.  Although only a few burgees are visible, many more are available upon request. To ac-
cess the items displayed in the cabinet, please contact myself or Amy Walker.    
 
The Ships Store relies on several vendors for the different products.  For most of the items, a local vendor, ProLine 
Embroidery, is the go-to source.  ProLine's catalogues are kept at the display case or you can visit their website at 
goproline.com to see the huge selection available.    
 
To order items, please contact me at hescs@verizon.net or give me a call at 703-660-0707.  And please be specific 
with the item number, color, size and any customizing you would like - your name, boat name, etc.    
 
ProLine requires a minimum order of 24 items and it takes about two weeks once the order is placed.  Payment is 
required at time of delivery to you.  I currently have four items that members would like to order so to reach the 
minimum, I'm hoping some more members would like to add to the list so that the order can be placed with Pro-
Line soon!! 

Proceeds from the Ships’ Store support the Swim Team.  All purchases are greatly appreciated!  

  

http://goproline.com/
mailto:hescs@verizon.net


TGIF—MVYC Happy Hour Every Friday  
Friday nights at MVYC are always fun.  All are welcome– and currently the first Friday of each month is a family-friendly 

event.  All attendees bring a beverage for themselves, and a main dish, side or dessert to share.  Volunteer hosts set-up, bring 

appetizers, and oversee clean-up by attendees.  Although the calendar says the start-time is 7pm, the fun typically starts at 

7:30, dinner bell rings at 8pm.  Come and see what it is all about, or, reach out to the Social Committee to schedule a date to 

host a themed TGIF that suits your fancy.  Some recent themes include:  December birthdays, long-time TGIF host Joan 

Jones’ birthday, Family Feud night, Pajama Party and Chicago Rules.  You never know what’ll happen at an MVYC TGIF!  

 

Social Committee Report 
By Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos, Social Co-Chairs 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the 2015 New Year's Brunch (NYB)! We had a great turnout and amazing food, while 
friends of all ages enjoyed a beautiful January 1st together.  This was our second year for the brunch, and we've decided to 
add NYB to the standing Social calendar for the coming year.  Speaking of the MVYC Social calendar, by the time you read 
this, the Social Committee will have met, and the calendar will be posted on the MVYC website and distributed by email. 
This year, the Power Fleet and Social calendars will be coordinated to ensure we have no overlaps or conflicts.  
 
Our Family Friendly TGIF project kicks off on Friday, February 6th, with MVYC hostess with the mostess, Janet Fincher 
along with Julian and Cody.  Standard rules apply; show up at 7PM, bring your family and a dish to share.  Over the next six 
months, we'll measure the attendance and desire to determine if a family friendly TGIF will continue, or if we need to scrap 
the idea in total.   
 
Upcoming events for February: 
 
Super Bowl Party on February 1st:  Join in the Super Bowl fun on the first Sunday in February to cheer on the bowl teams, 
and enjoy unique salsa, dips, wings and BBQ (with 4 sauces) all for $10!  
 
Valentine’s TGIF on Friday, February 13th, sponsored by Jayne Prescott:  Bring a bottle of wine to share! 
 
As always, thanks to all who take time to support the Social Committee!  We can't do it without you. 
 
Gene Diotalevi, Social Co-Chair 
Christine Stavropoulos, Social Co-Chair 



From the Archive 
Submitted by Dan O’Keefe  
Recently, Jim Gorden told me about an archive of MVYC  Beacons and Photo Albums. Sunday afternoon I browsed some of 
the club’s history and thought it might be great material for a column in the Beacon. As I am not a very creative writer and 
even worse at meeting deadlines I hesitated on getting involved. Then later at the club the current maintenance efforts re-
minded me of some pictures of the clubs remodeling I had noticed. I thought it might be interesting to the new members to 
see the extent of the renovation and for some of the long-time members to reflect on the activity. The following pictures 
were from the winter of 2000 and show the club at the end of the demolition period. 

          

 I understand that the renovation took almost 2 years and despite not having a club house membership actually grew during 
the period. Many of the club functions were hosted in club member homes or out on the point. Much of the story of the ren-
ovation can be found in the January & February 2000 Beacons.  Most of the Main Floor Bar was hand built by Bob Hamrick, 
Rear Commodore and Project Manager for the Renovation. 

 

While not of the scale of the renovation, the current repairs and painting are necessary to insure that the Club will always be 
the first class facility we all enjoy. Thanks to Jim and his painting crew for a job well done. 

Also out of the February 2000  Beacon was a notice announcing the Overland to TIM’s. Below are a couple of pictures of 
some that years happy participants. I can understand the smiles of those carrying the tray of crabs. Not sure of the story be-

hind the shorts. Can anyone fill us in.  

Speaking of filling us in, can anyone identify the Ancient Mariner and the Fresh Mate, they were pretty prolific with input for 

the Beacon back in those day. 



Valentine’s TGIF– Friday February 13, 2015 

Husbands who forgot here’s your second chance…in honor of Cupid’s Day and in the tradition of 

MVYC’s TGIF, the Wino Committee is hosting an informal wine tasting at the Friday, February 13, TGIF. 

The tasting will happen in the ballroom from 7:00-8:00 p.m. before the dinner bell rings. 

BRING SOME L-O-V-E 

 

 

 

 

 

So bring a dish to share (appetizer, main dish or dessert) 

and for the tasting a bottle of wine that you L-O-V-E. 

PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT 

Bring a dish to complement your L-O-V-E bottle—white, red or sparkling whatever you L-O-V-E. 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

March 21, 2015 

MVYC Sock Burning 



 

Note:  Calendar and event information often changes after the Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

February 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Super Bowl Par-

ty 

2 3 4 5 Garden Club Mtg 

Membership Mtg 

6 Family Friendly 

TGIF 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 TGIF– Valen-

tine’s Theme 

14 House Rental 

15 16 Board Mtg 17 18 19 Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Mtg 

20 TGIF  21 Tim’s Overland 

22 23 24 25 26 27 TGIF 28 

March 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 Garden Club Mtg 

Membership Mtg 

6 TGIF– Family 

Friendly 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 TGIF 14 

15 16 Board Mtg 17 18 19 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

20 TGIF 21 Sock Burning 

Party 

22 23 24 25 26 27 TGIF 28 

29 30 31     
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