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MVYC 50th Anniversary Celebration:  A Smashing Success 
By Bart Hewitt 

On Saturday evening, June 24th, hun-

dreds of MVYC members, guests and 

honored dignitaries crowded into the Big 

Top on the point to celebrate the 50th an-

niversary of the Mount Vernon Yacht 

Club.  MVYC was established in 1956 as 

a recreational facility for the residents of 

a brand new development called Yacht 

Haven Estates.  Harlan Fraley, developer 

of Yacht Haven, provided the waterfront 

land for the facility. 

Sure, a few drops of rain fell during 

the party; but, after all, we are a yacht 

club.  We are boaters, sailors, kayakers: 

we embrace the rain.  The evening could 

hardly have been more perfect.  The 

event committee, under the strong and 

energetic leadership of Event Committee Chair, Christine Stavropoulos, did a superb job of organizing and exe-

cuting this very complicated celebration, with a cocktail hour, a full catered dinner, great music, lots of dancing, 

many door prizes, and so much more.  Pat McCarthy exhibited his beautiful 1956 Chevy Corvette.  Many Past 

Commodores were present and honored.  Our wonderful governmental representatives attended and were hon-

ored: State Senator Toddy Puller, State Delegate Kris Amundson, County Supervisor Gerry Hyland and County 

Board Chairman Gerry Connolly.  Dot Fraley attended, presenting the club with a check for $250, to be used for 

a memorial to honor her late husband, Harlan Fraley, developer of Yacht Haven Estates. 

All in all, in spite of the rain, it was a most perfect, most 

memorable, most enjoyable commemoration.  Many, many thanks 

to all of the volunteers who worked so hard to make it so. 

Now, the 100th An-

niversary Celebra-

tion will be in 

June, 2056.  One 

way or another, 

let's all plan to at-

tend.  In This Issue:In This Issue:In This Issue:In This Issue: 

Marina committee……….3     Social ……….....7 

More 50th pictures ......4 Swim Team……..8 

 

Membership Meetings suspended 

Until September 2006  

 

Next Board Meeting:  17 july 7:30pm 
 

The Event Committee, looking very happy with their work  (photos by R. Poe) 

Pat McCarthy's  1956 Chevy Corvette looks pretty darn 

good for 50...and so does the Club!      (More photos on pg 4) 
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The Beacon is a tad late this month, for several excellent 

reasons.  First, according to tradition, there will be no 

Beacon next month, causing an early-onset lethargy 

on the part of your Editor.  Second, we had to wait until 

after the 50th Anniversary Bash to go to press, causing a 

slightly-later-onset lethargy on the part of your Editor.  

Third, the recent sighting of Noah's Ark in Old Town Al-

exandria brought Biblical Fear to the heart of your Edi-

tor, resulting in more lethargy and the stockpiling of toilet paper and brandy, the two most important elements 

of civilised life (Stuart - note classy British spelling).  Also, there are no Membership Meetings until Septem-

ber, therefore, no official way for your Editor to be censured for lethargy anytime soon.  Your Beacon Publisher, 

Chris Bazel (the other "Bee"), a person who is anything but lethargic, has been very patient with your Editor.  

All Club membersAll Club membersAll Club membersAll Club members may 

submit articles, letters and 

notices for editorial review 

and possible publication. 

Submission by eSubmission by eSubmission by eSubmission by e----mail or com-mail or com-mail or com-mail or com-

pact discpact discpact discpact disc is encouraged. is encouraged. is encouraged. is encouraged.    
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AreAre  

 Buzzin’ Buzzin’  
  

                              Editor’s Corner                              Editor’s Corner  

                               by Bart Hewitt                               by Bart Hewitt    

 

THE RACES: A BIT OF MVYC HISTORY 
 

 

Submitted by Roy Avery 

 

When Elfie and I came here to live in 1967 Bob Ware was Commodore of MVYC, and captain of our MVYC 

war canoe teams.  His wife, Peggy, was Editor of the Beacon, and also paddled in the war canoes (women's and 

mixed teams).  I remember driving Bob to Annapolis and towing his new sailboat home.  I was on the Beacon 

staff and the Membership Committee, and was a member of the war canoe team that won the national champi-

onship (after that race, the event was discontinued).  I remember being helmsman for the girls' team, flopping on 

the grass at the Kennedy Center saying, "Boy, what a day!," and Elfie saying, "Well, we could have been cele-

brating my birthday!" 

 

But the races are not over.  The Wares lived at 9404 Coral Lane where Greg and Sally Wise live now (Greg 

bought my sailboat last fall).  Back in the old days the Wares had four sons, but before they moved to Florida 

they began having daughters, a total of four.  On October 28, 2003 the Wises announced the birth of twin girls, 

so the races are still on! 

 

P.S.  At my first Beacon Committee meeting someone announced that there was no news for February be-

cause nothing was happening at MVYC.  "What!" I said, "We're living on George Washington's land, but have 

nothing to say in February?  I suggest we try to make a connection with the old days.  For instance, what was on 

this very spot in his day?"  I had to go away on business, and when I returned I read in the February Beacon 

that this spot of land had been George Washington's number one pig farm.  
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It’s mid-summer and the marina is in good shape.  

Boaters on A and B docks are enjoying their new 

floating slips and the Outer W folks seem pleased 

with the wider slips and new finger piers.  We’ve got 

a few minor improvements yet to make to the ma-

rina, but we’re chipping away at the list.  Out of the 

125 available slips in the marina, 121 are assigned, 

and by this writing the number will most likely be up 

to 122, as the Bazel family have recently contracted for a new boat and have applied for a slip. 

(Congratulations Chris and Lauren!)  There are two slips available on E dock and one on Inner W, and all 

three are suitable for boats up to about 26 or 27 feet in length. 

 

The marina’s gas tank has been cleaned and filled with ethanol-blended fuel.  Since ethanol is a clean-

ing agent it will be scrubbing the tanks and fuel lines and boaters should keep an eye on fuel filters and be 

prepared to change them more often than usual.  Also, remember the  basic rule of keeping enough gas in 

your tank -- one-third of a tank to go out, one-third to come home and one-third for reserve. 

 

Here are a couple of reminders on marina rules and basic courtesy issues.  The entire marina is a no 

wake zone.  That means boats shouldn’t be going any faster than an idling engine will propel them.  We’ve 

had occasions where vessels have been going too fast in the marina and have rocked boats up and down the 

docks.  This is not only annoying, it can be dangerous and could result in injuries to folks not expecting 

their boats to be rocked while in their slips. 

 

After launching a boat, trailers should be parked on the grass, south of the shed and across from the 

striped parking spaces.  Towing vehicles should be disconnected from the trailers and parked in striped 

spaces.  Trailers and towing vehicles should never be parked across several parking spaces.   

 

We’re still trying to sort out the dinghy dock, but there are spaces left for folks who want to store a din-

ghy, canoe, kayak or a very small sail boat.  Contact any Marina Committee member for information. 

 

Have a wonderful and safe boating season.  

Water-Front  

      View 

by Jim Borches & Bill Gard,  

Marina Co-Chairs 

A couple of great “sky shots” taken by Russell Poe high above the point. 
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More fabulous fun moments from the 50th party 

The Anniversary Banner 

Past Commodores John Galloway, John Carlson and Ben Pogue 

along with Jerri Pogue and John Leary enjoying the evening. 

Longtime members Norma Jean Poe and John Ichter . 

Great fun for everyone under the Big Top ! 
Honored guest Dot Fraley presented a gift to 

MVYC .   

(all  photos this page by Russell Poe) 



The Beacon page 5 Vol. 43, No. 07 

 

 

Jerry & Petra Gray show off their festive contribution 

to the party.              (photo by George Holthaus) 
You gotta have CAKE! 

Some of the crowd dancing the night away. 
Ron and Claudia Reinsel raised funds with the 

50th burgee sales. 

Pat Stallings & Karan Cerutti ready to fly their new burgee. Chris Ruckman & Diane Wilson did a great job recognizing  

The Beacon.                (other photos this page by C. Bazel) 
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Delegate Amundson and Senator Puller celebrate with former 

Commodore Ben Pogue.  

Supervisor Gerry Hyland joined us for the festivities. 

Alexi and Christine take pride in a job well done. 
Deedee and Jim Gordon seemed happy to be there. 

The Sanborns are all smiles. 

The Miskimens and the Galloways celebrated in style. 

(all photos this page by G. Holthaus) 
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July is finally here and there's a lot of activity happen-

ing around the club.  We still have TGIF's happening 

every Friday night, the pool is open, swim team prac-

tice has begun, and the club is officially 50 years old!  

Christine Stavropoulos and her committee worked hard 

to make this 50th anniversary a wonderful celebration!  

A big thank you goes out to  Christine and her commit-

tee.  We look forward to reporting more about this won-

derful occasion in the next Beacon article! 

 

The TGIF'S still continue every Friday night.  Joan Jones is in charge of scheduling these events.  If she calls 

you to host a Friday TGIF, please say yes!  If it has been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, please give Joan 

a call.  Joan can be reached at 703-780-2965. 

 

The Social Committee is always ready to welcome new members.  We sponsor many adult and children's 

events throughout the year and we need your help if we are to have a successful year.   Please call either Gail at 

703-360-7642 or Anna at 703-780-1517 if you are interested in being a part of the social committee.  

Anna Diefendorf  
     Gail Mlinarchik 

Social Committee  

In the 

Spirit 

NOTICE TO YACHT HAVEN MEMBER/OWNERS 

 

Pursuant to Article XV, Section 2(c), The Bylaws of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club, Amended October 3, 

2002, the following application for membership has been posted. 

 

Dwane and Heidi Johnson, 8820 Old Mount Vernon Road, Alexandria, VA 22309 

 

Submitted by Gene Diotalevi 

MVYC Board of Trustees 

Director, Membership Chair 

MVYC is a "Cooperating Group" with BoatUS.  

When you renew your annual membership in 

BOATUS, tell them you belong to MVYC, Cooperat-

ing Group #GA80061Y.  It's gets you a 50% dis-

count on your annual BOATUS dues. 
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On Your On Your On Your On Your     

       Mark        Mark        Mark        Mark ————    

Juliette Clark, Swim Team  

2006 MVYC SWiM TEAM SCHEDULE 

DATE  TIME* EVENT  LOCATION 

Tuesday, July 4th 12:00 PM Fourth of July Party MVYC 

Saturday, July 8th 8:30AM Dual Meet 4 Evergreen 

Sunday, July 9th 9:00 AM Relay Carnival Country Club of Fairfax 

Saturday, July 15th 8:30 AM Dual Meet 5 Hidden Creek 

Tuesday, July 18th   Kings Dominion Day   

Saturday, July 22nd 8:00 AM Dual Meet 6 vs. Springfield MVYC 

Saturday, July 29th AM – Boys 

PM – Girls 

All Star Qualifiers Country Club of Fairfax 

Sunday, July 30th 9:00 AM All Star Finals Westwood 

Sunday, July 30th 5:30 PM End of Season Awards  

Banquet 

MVYC 

*NOTE: All times are start times for participant warm-ups. Dual Meets start at 9:00AM 

The Dolphins are off to a great start.  Coaches Brooke 

Sorber and Rachelle Nelson have been working with our 

swimmers, getting them in shape for the upcoming meets.  

The early reports from the kids are that they are having 

fun! And isn’t that what it’s really all about? 

I have to take some space here to thank some more of 

my fabulous parent volunteers.  Virginia Lacey has vol-

unteered to serve as Clerk of Course.  For those of you that 

don’t know what that is… just think cat herder.  Anna Diefendorf and Damara Gaillot have volunteered to 

serve as Starter and Stroke and Turn judges.   Lynda Rupp is returning as Scorer.    Peter and Joan Knete-

mann are returning as Head Timer.  My wonderful husband, Gary Spivack, purchased and set up the back-

stroke flags.  Thanks to all of you, and thanks to the rest of the parents that have pitched in over the past few 

weeks to help bring it all together. 

As I get deeper and deeper into this team rep job, I am constantly amazed at how much it takes not just to 

operate our little team, but how much is takes to run the Dominion Country Club League.  Rachelle and I went 

to computer training at one of the swanky country clubs and it was just like a day at the office.  Everyone 

brought laptops, the trainer had a projector on his laptop… and a podium too!  Rachelle and I even fell asleep  

(just kidding there, but the session did run a little long).  Now that I understand how the computer scoring 

works, I have a lot of admiration for Lynda Rupp’s dedication to the task for the past several years.  I also really 

admire those dedicated DCCL people that score the really large League events, like Relay Carnival and All 

Stars.  You won’t catch me volunteering for something like that anytime soon. 

As I write this, we have just lost our first meet against International Country Club.  They have about a hun-

dred swimmers, and we have about 25.  I guess I don’t have to tell you that the score was quite lopsided!  How-

ever, our swimmers acquitted themselves very well - see the list of our ribbon winners on the next page. 

On June 24th we have our first home meet, against another monster club, and that’s when the fun begins.  

For the past several years, I watched Ellen MacNair run around like a maniac at home meets and wondered 

what the heck she was doing.  Now I know!  The team rep is the meet manager!   Ellen bequeathed her home 

meet checklist to me as a parting gift.  It’s a pretty long list, but at least I’ve got a list.  If you hear about my 

nervous breakdown on June 24th, you’ll know what caused it. 

Finally, one last thought for all members. Fourth of July Rocks at the MVYC Pool!   The party is spon-

sored by the swim team and starts at Noon.  Hope to see all of you there. 
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Ribbon Winners 

MVYC vs. International 

Thomas Wise 3rd Place, Freestyle 

Joe Wise 2nd Place, Freestyle 

3rd Place, Backstroke 

2nd Place, Butterfly 

2nd Place, IM 

Will Rupp 3rd Place, Freestyle 

2nd Place, Backstroke 

2nd Place, Butterfly 

2nd Place, IM 

Cara  Spivack 2nd Place, Freestyle 

1st Place, Backstroke 

3rd Place, Butterfly 

3rd Place, IM 

Pierce Gaillot 3rd Place, Freestyle 

Greg Wise 3rd Place, Freestyle 

1st Place, Breaststroke 

3rd Place, Butterfly 

2nd Place, IM 

Rachelle Nelson 2nd Place, Freestyle 

2nd Place, Backstroke 

2nd Place, Breaststroke 

2nd Place, IM 

Jack Kneteman 2nd Place, Freestyle 

2nd Place, Backstroke 

2nd Place, Breaststroke 

2nd Place, IM 

Lauren Thomas 3rd Place, Backstroke 

2nd Place, Breaststroke 

William Lacey 3rd Place, Backstroke 

2nd Place, Breaststroke 

Madeline 

Molina 

3rd Place, Breaststroke 

Fred Wise 3rd Place, Butterfly 

The 2006 MVYC Dolphins...Go Team!!! 

Timers ready?...On your mark, get set, GO!!!              (photos by R. Poe)

      

Yes…the best seats  

are somewhat limited. 
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( photos by Russell Poe) 
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Are you prepared for the financial burden of 

Long-Term Care expenses? 

 

 Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term 

Care Insurance From John Hancock For 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members 

 

 For a complimentary consultation or further information, 

please call Faisal Haq, Financial Advisor 

 at (703) 287-7134. 

 

 Other Services Provided: 

 

 - Fee-based Financial Planning - Asset Management 

 - Products and Services for Estate Planning - Retirement Planning 

 - Life Insurance - Annuities 

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a 

Registered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insur-

ance Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, 

Boston, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03".  180-04162004-9036039 

Advertisement 

Dick McCormack aloft, seeking higher inspiration for his new 

musical show, "Bye Bye, Burgee.  

FOR SALE 

F2 WINDSURFER AND SAILS 

11-foot F2 Windsurfer with boom, mast, and all 

rigging.  Good condition.  Plus 5 sails (North Sails 

and Neil Pride) in good condition: 6'8", 6'2", 6', 5'8", 

5'4". 

Total Package: $250 

Contact Carol Kennedy at 703-780-7779 



The Beacon page 12 Vol. 43, No. 07 

 

 

 

8249 Richmond Hwy 

Alexandria VA 22309 

PH (703) 360-0631 

FAX (703) 360-8384 

$21.95 
LUBE OIL FILTER SERVICE 

INCLUDES:  

• 15 PT.INSPECTION 

• UP TO 5 QTS OF OIL 

• NEW FILTER 

• TOP OFF FLUIDS 

European Cars Slightly Higher 

Disp. Env. Fee Additional  

10% OFF 
ANY REPAIR YOU 

CHOOSE 

 

Applies To All Cars 

10% Discount Will Be 

Applied Off Regular 

Price 

EMISSION   

INSPECTION 

$24.00 
That’s $4.00 Off The Regular Price 

No Limit To  

Number Of Vehicles  

 

(Coupon Doesn’t Expire) 

SPECIALIZING IN HEATING & A/C OBD TESTING, REPARING & EMISSION  

TESTING/REPAIRING, ELECTRICAL ALL GENERAL REPAIRING, FACTORY MAINTANCE 

٠ DOMESTIC  ٠ IMPORT  ٠ EUROPEAN 

All coupons must be presented at the time of write up. Coupons cannot be combined. Coupons expire November 30th, 2006.  

We feature quality BG products & services  

State Inspections Coming Soon! Auto Detailing by appointment. 

Visit Our Website For More Offers! 

www.mtvernonautomotiveac.com 


