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New Year’s Eve Party! Top: Mike and Lew Wetzel welcomed
2006 in style! Below: Mary Ann Holthaus checks out the
chocolate fountain. (Photos: George Holthaus)

Febrary 2006

Having braved several hours of bitter cold and high winds,
the last few frost-bitten BBQ’ers huddled around a propane
heater, proudly defying Winter’s frigid wrath. (Photo: Alexi

Stavropoulos)

Windy and Fun — Frostbite 2006
by Angie Miskimens, Power Fleet First Mate

Membership Meeting

Thursday 2 February 8 PM
Next Board Meeting: 20 February 7:30pm
Next Membership Meeting: 2 March 8pm
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On a wintry Sunday at the Point, the wind was
barreling down Dogue Creek with such ferocity that
we couldn’t even think about lighting a bonfire, but it
did not stop us from having a great time at this year’s
Frostbite BBQ!
Attendance was high, with many Club members
sharing good food and fine conversation. Hot spiced
cider kept us warm, and a television for the NFL playoff games helped to keep all the football fans happy.
Had we been there 24 hours earlier, we would
have worn light jackets instead of parkas, ski pants
and fur “mad bomber” hats. Instead, the bitterly cold
wind was so strong that it blew whole trays of food
right off the tables — until resourceful members built
some improvised wind screens from scrap plywood.
A special thanks to Diane Wilson, Alexi Stavropoulos and Bill Gard for helping with set up and having a great attitude to have fun no matter how windy
the day, or how quickly our mugs of cider ran low!
Here’s to a safe and fun 2006 boating season.
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Bow Lines
Chris Ruckman,
Vice Commodore,
Beacon Editor

Help Wanted
Do you like meeting people? Are you comfortable
with computers? Are you looking for a fun way to become more involved with Mount Vernon Yacht Club?
If you answered yes to those questions, maybe you
have what it takes to be the next Beacon Editor!
(That last paragraph probably made most readers
turn the page in a hurry, so I’m targeting the rest of
this column at those special two or three people who
are still reading!)
After more than eight years at the helm of this
fine publication, I am reluctantly preparing for a
change-of-watch ceremony that I know must happen
sooner or later. Come November, I hope to have the
good fortune of being elected Commodore, so the time
to find a new Editor is now.
First, I’d like to debunk a few myths about being
Beacon Editor.
Myth #1: It’s a thankless job. Wrong. So wrong!
Much to their credit, MVYC’s members thank me
regularly for my work on the Beacon. That’s one rea-

Knight Passage Odyssey
by Ed Knight (Post-script to a 3-Part Series)
When Jacque and I began thinking about a major
cruise on Knight Passage, we planned to go south
from Mount Vernon to Norfolk and down part of the
Inland Waterway. Most people who love boating usually want to try the Inland Waterway. However, because we could not begin in the late spring when the
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son I have always found it to be so rewarding. People
really do appreciate it.
Myth #2: The job needs a professional artist.
Wrong again. Modern desktop publishing software
makes it all easy. It will even check for common mistakes, such as using too many fonts or stretching a
photo out of its original proportions.
Myth #3: It takes a computer guru. Nope. Good
basic computer skills are a plus, and so is familiarity
with common software for email, graphics and wordsmithing. Beyond that, I’m willing to teach the Editor
everything she or he needs to know.
Myth #4: You have to know everybody in the Club
before you can be Editor. Nonsense. Actually, the opposite is true: once you become Editor, you’ll begin to
know everybody! When I took the job, I was a new
member who didn't know a dozen people. Now, I
know literally hundreds of MVYC members.
Myth #5: It’s a long-term commitment. Not! Well,
it can be, but only by your choice. For much of the
Club’s history, it was considered a 1-year assignment.
Myth #6: The pay is lousy. False! No Beacon Editor in history has ever had a salary higher than mine!
Since you are still reading, you should really give
this job some serious thought. Here’s what’s in it for
you: complete artistic control; a meaningful way to be
involved; the heartfelt gratitude of the entire Club;
and a great way to meet people.
I didn’t wait until November to publish this article
because it might take time to find the right person.
Are you the right person?
weather is much cooler, we decided it would be better
to sail the Potomac south to the Rappahannock and
then back to Point Lookout and northward on the
Bay. Next year we plan to go south.
Despite our change of
plans, we had a wonderful
inland waterway experience over 37 days, covering close to 600 miles with
good breezes, plenty of
sailing and visits to many
interesting towns and anchorages. So the moral of
our story is that there is
plenty to do and travel in
our region as well.
Though the temperatures
remained in the mid to
high 90's during most of
(Continued on page 3)

Knight Passage sighted six lighthouses during 37 days of
Chesapeake cruising. (Photo: Jacque Knight)
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The Bosun’s
Whistle
Bonnie Breneman, Commodore
Thanks to the membership for approving the 2006
operating budget! Thanks, also, to Jim Hamrick for
streamlining the preparation process. It seems to get
easier each year to project the needs and wants of the
Club and put them into a manageable plan. Longrange planning sure beats day-to-day survival!
Thanks to each of you who have helped with this process in recent years.
2006…A banner year for MVYC. It’s our 50th anniversary. Be prepared for a great celebration in
June! Anna and Gail’s Social Committee is well on the
way to undertaking this project. Thanks again to all
of our wonderful volunteers.
(Continued from page 2)

our trip, we were able to remain
relatively comfortable without air
conditioning and refrigeration. We
had plenty of low amperage fans,
and benefited from the use of block
ice in our ice box.
But we couldn’t buy blocks until
we reached the lower Potomac, so
we used lots of bags of fast-melting
ice cubes in the early phases of our
journey. Finally, block ice was readily available on the Rappahannock
and the Bay. Three small blocks of
ice (about 10 lbs. each) would last
about 3 to 4 days. It was helpful to
have a moderate-size cooler, as
well, to store beverages.
We also
beat the heat by visiting many
swimming holes and pools at marinas.
Based on our experience, we
have the following tips for future
cruisers:
– If you are sailing, avoid using,
food and beverages in glass containers. In addition to canned products, take items packaged in vacuum-packed paper, styrofoam, or
plastic containers.
– Take plenty of bottled water;
gallon jugs are best and cheapest.
The Beacon

A & B docks will soon be reworked and better
than ever. Outer W should be showing signs of improvement, too. Our crack Marina Chairman Bill
Gard and his committee are to be congratulated as
their countless hours of planning and designing come
to fruition.
There have been some requests to convert Outer
W to floating docks, too. The budgeted improvement
does not include the conversion, but we need member
input to decide if this option should be seriously considered and the design reworked. Let us know—
contact a Board member if you have an opinion either
way.
As we march toward the boating and swimming
seasons, join us for our annual Overland Cruise to
Tim’s Rivershore on February 11 at noon—always a
time of great camaraderie! Next month we will have a
special TGIF in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
And don’t forget, dues and fees are due! Get those
payments in the mailbox sooner rather than later.
The February 28th deadline will be here before you
know it!

It is always extremely important to riod given, we usually stayed put
drink at least 8 ounces of water until the next day. Storms on the
every hour when you are underway, Bay can come up suddenly and can
particularly for sailors. Juices are be vicious.
fine, but won’t keep you properly
– We normally did very little
hydrated. Beer and other alcoholic sailing on days we were making
beverages are extremely dehydrat- passage. We were under power
ing. Wait until you get to port or at with sails up as well, if conditions
anchorage to party.
permitted. The direction and speed
– Gallon-sized
“zipper” lock bags
and large plastic
bottles (up to 96
ounces)
proved
extremely useful
in keeping certain
foods
dry
and
fresh. They were
also useful for
storing first aid
items and electronic
instruments.
– Except on
the occasional cool Ed Knight at the helm. (Photo: Jacque Knight)
days, we would
cruise a maximum of 5 hours, de- of the current was also an imporparting at about 8 am. If the tant consideration in estimating
weather forecasts called for chance length of each voyage. We did most
of evening thunderstorms, we al- of our sailing on days when we
ways got into port or anchorage by were not making passage.
2 pm. If forecasts called for chance
(Continued on page 4)
of thunderstorms with no time pepage 3
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The Beer Fairy invites you to

MVYC SUPERBOWL #40 PARTY
at The Clubhouse

Two widescreen TV’s
Sunday, 5 February 2005
6:00 PM
Enjoy the Super Bowl
Game Board
Hosted by George & Mary Ann Holthaus
(780.0460) & Significant Others

(Continued from page 3)

– A bimini to shade the cockpit
area is absolutely essential. We
wouldn’t have lasted long without
ours. Wide brimmed canvas hats
helped too.
– We learned from experience
not to rely solely on our GPS to find
our way. It is always important to
chart and write down the key bearings to be followed on the next day’s
journey. Our Smith Point experience, where we unexpectedly encountered 5 to 7 foot waves, much
sea spray and poor visibility for almost five hours, made it impossible
to keep our GPS and charts in the
cockpit. Our only guide was our
compass, but I did not have the necessary bearings to get us to our destination. Fortunately, we were
“bailed out” by a passing boat
which, following our establishing
radio contact, led us to the next anchorage. A real eye opener!
– Our favorite charts and
guides were: ADC’s Chartbook of
The Beacon

No fee — just bring a Chili Dish
and/or Mexican appetizers to
share. Wear something from
your favorite college/pro team!

the Chesapeake Bay, the chartbook
by Maptech, the Maptech Embassy
Guide of the Chesapeake Bay, and
the Guide to Cruising Chesapeake
Bay, published by the Chesapeake
Bay Magazine, and Discovering the
Potomac River, by Captain Rick
Rhodes. Together, these resources
provide all the information you
need to explore the Rappahannock
and Potomac rivers and the Bay.
– Several marinas had book
swaps, so Jacque read five when I
was not crewing, cooking or crocheting.
F r o m
Jacque’s
accounts in
earlier
issues of the
Beacon, you
know
we
had a wonderful and
thrilling
time.
Our
hope is that
page 4

many of our sailing friends in
MVYC will follow the good examples of our power boat friends and
do some long-distance exploring.
All you need is plenty of time and
patience.
As you know, sailors
don’t get far very fast.
But to
cruise, all you need is a boat that
has comfortable sleeping accommodations, preferably one that is 24
feet or more, with a dependable engine.
Go for it, and to paraphrase Roy
Rogers, “Happy Sails”.
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Water-Front
View
Bill Gard &
David Miskimens,
Marina Co-Chairs
The strong winds (50+ mph) that roared through
the area on the weekend of January 14-15 blew most
of the water out of the MVYC Marina basin for several
hours. Even at high tide, all boats in the marina were
sitting on the mud bottom.
Some boats settled nicely, but others — especially
fixed-keel sailboats — were resting at noticeable angles. Several boats needed attention when the tide
came back, and Club members pitched in to help adjust lines and free up some bowsprits that had hung
up on pilings or docks. If your boat was in the marina,
stop by and check your dock lines.
By Sunday evening, the winds had diminished, the
tide was rising, the boats had righted themselves, and
the marina looked normal.
The empty basin dramatically a known problem at
the launch ramp: damage from prop-wash. A huge
rock pile at the end of the ramp has been blown by
propeller wash. This rock pile is a hazard that can
damage vessels, especially propellers. Likewise, the
pit at the bottom of the launch ramp is a hazard into
which trailer wheels can drop.
Even though we prohibit boaters from pulling out
their boats by powering them onto trailers, members
and guests continue to do it. The Marina Committee
urges members and their guests not to power onto
trailers and to caution anyone they see doing it that
such action is prohibited.
The piling located 100 feet from the marina entrance is there
for a reason — notice the shoal to its left. Boaters who cut
this corner do so at their own risk! (Photo: Chris Ruckman)
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Our contractor working on A and B docks has
agreed to flatten out the rock pile and push the bottom material back into the pit. But the problem will
come back if ramp users continue to power their boats
onto trailers.
On another front, the project to replace A and B
docks is slightly ahead of schedule. The premanufactured docks will have been delivered by the
time you read this article.
Now is a good time to alert those of you on A and
B docks that your request for “the same slip” for the
2006 season will be considered during the slip assignment process, but “the same slip” may no longer exist.
Because of the design of the new docks, your old slip
number may be assigned to a slip that is no longer
appropriate for the size of your boat. The Marina
Committee will make every effort to honor “same slip”
requests by assigning boats to slips as close as possible to their former locations.* Also, members should
keep in mind that slip assignments for the new docks
may well affect slip assignments on other docks.

Why should people not use the engine to push the boat or
jet-ski onto the trailer? Low water reveals the answer: look
at the 3-foot-tall, propeller-eating rock pile at the end of the
loading ramp! (Photos: Bill Gard)
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Membership
News
Gene Diotalevi,
Membership

Now that you’ve read your 2006 billing statement,
I thought I would provide some background on how
the billing form was developed. Below you’ll find ARTICLE VII of the MVYC by-laws covering fees, dues
assessments and charges. In addition, all Club rules
and bylaws can be found on the web:
ARTICLE VII. FEES, DUES, ASSESSMENTS AND CHARGES
(amended 02 OCT 2003)
Section 1. General
The amount of the initiation Fees and
Dues or other charges shall be proposed by
the Board of Trustees at a membership
meeting of the Club or at a special meeting
called for that purpose. Notice of the proposed dues, initiation fees or charges, or
any changes thereto, shall be mailed to the
membership, together with the time and
place of the meeting. A majority vote of the
Active Members in good standing present
and voting at the meeting shall be necessary for amendment adoption.
Section 2. Membership Initiation Fee
A membership initiation fee shall be
paid by each Active Member and will be
paid in full at the time of acceptance into full
Active Membership of the Club. Alternatively, on acceptance into full Active Membership, the member may pay one-third of
the fee plus a carrying charge, as established by the membership; one third plus
charge on the first anniversary date of acceptance into Active Membership; and one
third without additional charge on the second anniversary date. (Installment method.)
Section 3. Dues
Annual dues shall be paid by Active
Members. The annual dues will be based
on the Club fiscal year. Bills for the full
year's annual dues shall normally be mailed
to the membership by February 1 and are
to be paid prior to March 1. If members
desire, they may pay one-half their dues
prior to March 1, in which case the second
half of their dues will be payable prior to
May 1. With the approval of the Active
Membership in good standing, these dates
may be changed if required by extraordinary circumstances.
The annual dues for new Active Members will be prorated beginning with the first
full month following the member's acceptance into full membership by the Club.
The Beacon

www.mountvernonyachtclub.com/rules/rules.htm
Finally, I received a few questions on why we requested an emergency contact outside the home. This
request is to better accommodate the boating members while on vacation or away from the marina for an
extended period of time.
If you have any needs with regard to membership,
please feel free to contact me:
Gene Diotalevi
703.313.8235
diotalevi22315@netzero.com
mvycnews@gmail.com.

Section 4. Boat Slip Fees
Boat slip fees will be billed to slip holders together with annual Club dues and are
payable at the same time and on the same
payment schedule as Club dues (see Section 3 above).
Section 5. Assessments
Any assessment must be proposed by
the Board of Trustees at a membership or
special meeting of the Club and notice must
be posted on the Club bulletin board for at
least thirty days before action thereon can
be taken by the Club. Notice of such proposed assessment must be sent to every
Active Member with the information on the
time and place of the next membership
meeting when the vote will take place at
least fifteen days prior to the meeting date.
A two-thirds vote of the Active Members
present shall be necessary for adoption.
The manner of payment for assessments
and other charges shall be established at
the time such charges are levied.
Section 6. Charges
The Board of Trustees is authorized to
levy a just and fair charge on members who
have been found to be responsible for the
loss, injury, or destruction of Club property
caused by a member, a relative or a guest
of the member. This charge shall be due
within ten days of the billing date. A member protesting the charge must first pay the
charge and then present his/her written
protest stating reasons for the protest prior
to the next membership meeting of the
Club. The action voted by a majority vote of
the Active Membership in good standing
present and voting at the meeting will be
final. If the levy is not sustained by the
membership, the charge will be refunded.
Section 7. Refund of Initiation
Fees/Dues
(i) Initiation Fee
A member who has paid the membership initiation fee in full at the time of application, and who resigns, is terminated or
expelled during his first two years of mempage 6

bership, shall have that portion of his fee
refunded which exceeds the amount he/she
would have paid, including carrying
charges, if payment had been by the installment method (See Article VII Section 2
above). Refunds of membership initiation
fees to such members shall be made at the
convenience of the Board, but no later than
one year from the date of resignation, termination, or expulsion.
A member who has used the installment method and who has not paid his/her
membership initiation fee in full and resigns, is terminated, or expelled, is under
no obligation to complete his/her payments.
If a member who has resigned, has been
terminated or expelled, applies to join the
Club at a later date, he/she will be considered to be a new applicant and will be liable
for payment of the full membership initiation
fee prevailing at the time of the new application.
(ii) Dues and Boat Slip Fees
A refund of annual dues may be requested following resignation, termination,
or expulsion. After approval of the Board, a
refund of the unused portion of annual
membership dues will be made based on
even increments of one-twelfth of the year's
dues, and is payable immediately. Any
moneys due the Club shall be deducted
from said refunds. In the event a member
assigned a boat slip sells his/her boat, or if
he/she is directed to remove his boat from
the marina, a prorated boat slip fee rebate
will be paid only if the boat slip can be reassigned.
Section 8. Payment of Accounts
Checks are to be made payable to
Mount Vernon Yacht Club, Inc., and shall
be mailed or hand-delivered to the Club
(M.V.Y.C., 4817 Tarpon Lane, Alexandria,
Virginia 22309).
The Board of Trustees may establish
specific rules and procedures for the payment or refund of dues, fees, assessments,
or other charges, including the imposition of
late payment charges.
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Power Fleet
News

THE ARTISTS OF DOGUE CREEK
present an

David Miskimens,
Power Fleet
Captain

Afternoon of Art
for MVYC members, friends, and neighbors

Visitors to the City of Alexandria Marina should
be aware of some changes in how the marina will accept slip reservations this year. High demand, especially for holidays, has prompted some new procedures.
Reservations will be accepted after March 1st, and
slips will only be reserved for dates after June 1st.
Reservation forms are required. At this writing,
the form is not yet available online, but check here:
www.ci.alexandria.va.us/recreation/marina/marina.html
Note that for holidays and special events, boats
that rented slips last year will not be able to rent
them this year. This policy affects the following
events: Memorial Day Weekend, Waterfront Festival
(June 16-18), Independence Day (June 30-July 4), and
the City of Alexandria Birthday Celebration (July 89).

Sunday, February 19th, 2-5 pm
at Mount Vernon Yacht Club
Exhibitors
wanted for this
non-juried show.

Contact Judy Mitchell
JAMitchell@aol.com or
703-360-8171
for details.

Artists in residence: Get out your materials
and supplies to create wonderful arts and crafts to be
presented in our second annual Artists of Dogue Creek
art show. Presenters should bring their works to the Club
prior to between 12 noon and 2 p.m. on February 19 to
hang or display. Entrance fee is a bottle of wine and/or
appetizers to share with the other artists and
guests. See details above.
We feature quality BG products & services

8249 Richmond Hwy
Alexandria VA 22309
PH (703) 360-0631
FAX (703) 360-8384
State Inspections Coming Soon! Auto Detailing by appointment.

Visit Our Website For More Offers!
www.mtvernonautomotiveac.com

$21.95
LUBE OIL FILTER SERVICE
INCLUDES:
• 15 PT.INSPECTION
• UP TO 5 QTS OF OIL
• NEW FILTER
• TOP OFF FLUIDS

European Cars Slightly Higher
Disp. Env. Fee Additional

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR YOU
CHOOSE
Applies To All Cars
10% Discount Will Be
Applied Off Regular
Price

EMISSION
INSPECTION
$24.00
That’s $4.00 Off The Regular Price
No Limit To
Number Of Vehicles

(Coupon Doesn’t Expire)

SPECIALIZING IN HEATING & A/C OBD TESTING, REPARING & EMISSION
TESTING/REPAIRING, ELECTRICAL ALL GENERAL REPAIRING, FACTORY MAINTANCE
٠ DOMESTIC ٠ IMPORT ٠ EUROPEAN
All coupons must be presented at the time of write up. Coupons cannot be combined. Coupons expire November 30th, 2005.
The Beacon
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In the
Spirit
Anna Diefendorf
Gail Mlinarchik
Social Committee
The Super Bowl Party is sure to be a lot of fun!
The Club's TV's will be put to good use as the members
watch the game and commercials, and there will be
food galore! Members will bring every kind of chili
imaginable. A big thank you goes to Mary Ann and
George Holthaus for putting together this event. Also,
thank you Russell Poe for being the Beer Fairy and
keeping the lockers well-stocked at this event!
An Art Festival will be held at the Clubhouse on
February 19, 2006. This event allows local artists to
display their talents. Thank you to Judy Mitchell and
her committee for putting together this lovely event.
We hope the members and friends of the Mount Vernon
Yacht Club with artistic talent will come forward again
next year!
The children's Easter Egg hunt will be held on Sunday, April 9, 2006. We are still seeking a committee
chair for this event. This event will be held on the
Point. Please bring a dish or snack to share. Also, the
Easter Bunny will also make its yearly appearance at
Mount Vernon Yacht Club. There is no charge for this
event, so please come and enjoy the Easter celebration
with the little ones.
Mark your calendars now for COMMISSIONING
DAY. It will be held on Sunday, May 7, 2006. We need
someone to chair this event. It takes many hardworking individuals to make this day a success! Please
call Anna Diefendorf (703-780-1517) or Gail Mlinarchik
(703-360-7642) if you are interested in chairing this
event.
The TGIF parties continue every Friday night. Joan
Jones is in charge of scheduling these events. If she
calls you to host a Friday TGIF, please say yes! If it has
been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, please give
Joan a call (703-780-2965).
The Social Committee is always ready to welcome
new members. We sponsor many adult and children's
events throughout the year, and we need your help to
have a successful year. We are looking for someone to
chair the 50th Anniversary party, so please call Gail or
Anna if you are interested!
Also, Saint Patrick's Day falls on a Friday this year,
and a TGIF host is needed. Please call Joan Jones if
you are willing to host this festive event.

The Beacon
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Scenes from the Scottish TGIF Party!
Above: Hot jazz by Cold Fusion (Bruce Valley and Lew Wetzel). Below: More music — a performance of traditional
Scottish bagpipe music set the tone for the evening!

(Photos: George Holthaus)
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MVYC Club Calendar - February 2006
January 29

5
5 pm - Superbowl
Party

January 30

January 31

1

2

3

7:30 pm - Social
Committee Mtg

Garden Club Mtg 8 am - 2 pm

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning

8 pm Membership Mtg

7 pm - TGIF

9

10

6

7

8

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning
12

13

4

11
Noon - Overland
Cruise to Tim’s

7 pm - TGIF

15

14

16

17

7-9 pm - Coast
Guard Auxiliary
Mtg

7 pm - TGIF

23

24

18

Valentine’s Day
Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning
19

20

21

22

25

7:30 pm - Board
Meeting
5 pm - Second
Annual MVYC Art
Fair

7 pm - TGIF

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning

MVYC Club Calendar - March 2006
February 26

5

February 27

February 28

1

2

3

7:30 pm - Social
Committee Mtg

Garden Club Mtg 8 am - 2 pm

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning

8 pm Membership Mtg

7 pm - TGIF

9

10

6

7

8

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning
12

13

20

11

7 pm - TGIF
14

15

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning
19

4

16

17

7-9 pm - Coast
Guard Auxiliary
Mtg
21

22

23

18

7 pm - Special
Saint Patrick’s
Day TGIF
24

25

7:30 pm - Board
Meeting
Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning
26

27

7 pm - TGIF
28

29

Morning Clubhouse closed
for cleaning
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30

31

7 pm - TGIF
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April 1

MVYC Grounds
Clean Up Day
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