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FAREWELL TGIF FOR FRED AND LINDA
A host of MVYC members and friends gathered at the TGIF on September 15th to say "farewell for a
while" to Fred and Linda Brown. The TGIF was sponsored by Marge and Jerry Skelly, Revae and Anthony
Moran, and Mario Moreno. Fred Brown, an internationally-respected leader and authority in the field of elementary education, has been asked by the government of Dubai to guide the leaders of their educational system them through the complex process of transforming their nation's schools into a model, world-class system. Fred will be leaving for Dubai very shortly, and Linda will follow
a bit later. They will probably be in Dubai for about two years. We all
wish them the very best as they undertake this immensely challenging
task.

Fred and Linda, Dubai-bound
(photo by George Holthaus)

Above: The huge farewell card holds members'
good wishes .
Below: Many MVYC members gathered in the clubhouse.
(photos by Bart Hewitt)

Next Membership Meetings:
Thursday 5 October and
Thursday 2 November at 8pm
(The First Thursday of the month)

Next Board Meetings:
Monday 16 October and
Monday 20 November at 7:30pm
(the third Monday of the month)
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MVYC VOTES COMING SOON
See inside for more information

- - Published Monthly by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club - -

The B’s
Are
Buzzin’

VOTE. This is a mighty important word. Voting is important. There are some important votes coming up
that I hope everybody will be serious about. First, at
the November 2nd Membership Meeting, you will be
asked to vote for a new MVYC Board of Trustees. I urge
all members to attend the meeting, and to
VOTE. Second, soon you will have the opportunity to
Editor’s Corner
vote on a revised set of Marina Rules. This will also be
by Bart Hewitt
an important vote, and again, I urge you to review the
revisions carefully when they are released, and to vote.
Now, you will notice that this editorial does not contain the sort of mindless, inane humor that most of
these editorials do. This is because mindless, inane humor has no place in an editorial dedicated to the premise that voting is important. Believe you me, it was difficult to write this editorial without mindless, inane
humor; and to do it, I had to take a couple of, well, special medications. But these have proven very effective. With their help, I am able to clear my mind of childish things, and communicate you as an adult. This
may never happen again. In fact ... oh, golly ... I just felt a faint twinge of inane humor back trying to break
through. So quickly, go back and read the first paragraph again, before that twinge ... OH NO !!!

MVYC Volunteers Clear Downed Tree
Tropical Storm Ernesto caused a big tree to fall and
block the flow of the lagoon. With debris beginning to
collect, this could have turned into a real problem but
thanks to the hard work of our MVYC volunteers—
especially our own “Tree Guy,” Jim Nelson—the downed
trunk and limbs were removed and turned into mulch.

Jerry Gray assesses the situation.

Woodlawn Tree Service provided just the right tools to help the
guys with this big job!
(Photos by Russell Poe)
Getting there was half the battle. The tree was accessible only
by water.
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As I come to the end of two years as your Commodore, it’s
hard to imagine how quickly the time has passed—not only
since I joined the Board in 1999, but since I joined Mount
Vernon Yacht Club! As a new member in 1990, I quickly
recognized how easy and important it is to become an active,
contributing member to our volunteer organization. As a
boater, I had an immediate attraction to what goes on in the
Bonnie Breneman, Commodore
marina—I volunteered for the Marina Committee—
communicating with fellow boaters, observing and reporting electrical and mooring issues, organizing SafetyDay activities, encouraging boating safety and seamanship.

The Bosun’s
Whistle

Our social schedule has always been a cornerstone of our membership camaraderie—even “back in the day”
when our clubhouse was only available during scheduled club activities. Our summertime “Splash” parties,
which were intermittent and sporadic during the pool season, have become a year-round weekly respite for
working and retired members and guests, aptly named “TGIF”—they are a chance to relax and refresh and
catch up with our friends and acquaintances. We usually have a least one other major social event each
month—another opportunity to plan, execute, meet and greet with others in our Club.
Our monthly membership meetings serve the important function of keeping our members engaged and involved. Aside from the mandatory assemblies for elections in November and budget approval in January, the
first Thursday of each month provides the platform from which your Board and committee chairs can keep you
informed and involved, introducing you to new members and recruiting for special projects and events. We
frequently invite guest speakers to keep us informed about the larger community around us.
Work parties for clean-up, construction and maintenance provide yet another opportunity for you to make a
difference. As with any volunteer organization, you get out of it in direct relation to what you contribute.
Board meetings are another opportunity for member participation—we welcome your input. During the
two years I was Flotilla Commander of my USCG Auxiliary unit, I attended the monthly Board meetings because I was unavailable for the membership meetings. I found it invaluable in keeping myself up to date. The
Board currently meets on the third Monday of each month, including the important summer months when the
membership meetings traditionally take a hiatus.
There are many tasks to be done to keep our facility beautiful, functional and ready for our members to enjoy. The Board of Trustees provides leadership and guidance, but cannot possibly accomplish all that needs to
be done. Each of us has an opportunity and a responsibility to participate.
As you recall, the membership, at the April meeting, directed the Board to appoint a committee to review
and revise the Marina Rules and present their recommendations to the membership. The Board appointed
Rules and Bylaws Chairman Mitchell Mutnick, Past Commodore Bruce Valley, Karl Lady , Joe Hamilton, and
Greg Rehe to examine all the issues and redraft the document. Their review is almost complete and will be
presented in the near future—I will keep you posted.
See you around the Club.

COMMODORE'S BALL - SAVE THE DATE NOW !!!
This year's Commodore's Ball will be held on Saturday evening, November 4, 2006.
Invitations will be mailed to all MVYC members in early October; so, save the date,
mark your calendars, and plan to attend this event, the only formal event of the year.
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MVYC ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Nominating Committee Report For 2007
The MVYC Nominating Committee Chairman, David Curry, has submitted the 2007
Nominating Committee selections as follows:
Officers:
COMMODORE
VICE COMMODORE
REAR COMMODORE
TREASURER
SECRETARY

-- CHRIS RUCKMAN
-- DAVID MISKIMENS
-- BILL GARD
-- ANTHONY MORAN
-- KAREN CERUTTI

Directors:
The following Directors will return to complete the second year of their terms:
JERRY GRAY
ALEXI STAVROPOLOS
BRENT POPE
Proposed New Directors (3 to be elected from the following)
GAIL MLINARCHIK
JACK O'MALLEY
SHARON FLETCHER
DICK McCORMACK
RON REINSEL
DAVE LOHMAN
Election of officers will be held during the regular MVYC Membership Meeting on
Thursday, November 2, 2006
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2006 Leukemia Cup Regatta
By Susan Rehe
Four MVYC sailing teams – Aphrodite, UpSideUp, Valkyrie, and Windwatch
competed in the 13th annual National Capital Area Leukemia Cup Regatta held September 9, 2006 at the Washington Sailing Marina. The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society raises money for medical research to find better treatments and cures for leukemia, lymphoma, and other blood-related cancers.
This year's National Capital Area Leukemia Cup was a great success, raising $160,000 from entry
fees, individual fund raisers, the silent auction of donated goods and services, and individual and corporate
contributions. In June, MVYC was once again the site of the Pre-Regatta Kick-Off Dinner to build enthusiasm among skippers and crews for fund- raising efforts leading up to the Regatta.
Although small in number, the MVYC contingent made its mark at the Regatta and contributed to yet
another outstanding year for this fund-raising event. All of the Mount Vernon sailors competed in the nonspinnaker division. Team Aphrodite led by skipper John Leary with crew Chris Gillman, Matt Rock, Bob
Tierno, and Steve Wassell once again collected donations in excess of $10,000 for this worthy cause in memory of their friend Tony Wassell. Team Valkyrie led by skipper Greg Rehe and fellow MVYC S2 7.9 sailor Ed
Gibson with crew of Susan and Eric Rehe placed second in the non-spinnaker division of 12 boats. As chief
fund- raiser for Team Valkyrie, 15-year-old Eric raised $820 to contribute to the fight against leukemia, lymphoma, and other blood-related cancers. Team UpSideUp led by skipper Craig Baker with crew of friend Jim
and son Cody and Team Windwatch led by skipper Doug Borden with crew of son Jeremy and daughter Valerie also represented MVYC in the competition and contributed to this worthy cause.
The first race got off to a good start in the predicted light wind, but the wind died as the boats were on
their approach to the finish line and many had to drop anchor to avoid being swept away from the finish line.
Light zephyrs from all directions on the compass teased the non-spinnaker division boats south of the Committee Boat while the earlier starting spinnaker division boats enjoyed a northwest breeze on the north side
of the course along with a favorable current to enable them to finish.
For about half an hour, Team Valkyrie faced pretty grim conditions – baking
in the sun, putting out our anchor after we
realized we were drifting backwards, and
actually taking a lunch break. But we are a
tenacious crew and we hung in there, making slight adjustments, shifting our weight
around, and willing our boat to move forward. It all paid off when Valkyrie placed
second out of 12 boats in the non-spinnaker
division.
Two races were planned, however
light and shifting winds made it difficult for
many to finish even the first race. The
winds died and racing was called for the
day, sailors headed back to the marina for
the festivities and awards dinner.
The MVYC sailors participating in
the Leukemia Cup want to thank Bonnie
Brennemen, Bill Gard, and Brent Pope for
donating MVYC drink cozies to the registration kits given to Regatta skippers.
We also want to thank the many MVYC members who contributed to this event.
The Beacon
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The Last Voyage of Pequod II
Submitted by Dave Lohman

They say "The best days in a boaters life are the day he buys his boat and the day he sells it." NOT true in
Jim Hamrick’s case. He bought his 1949 Matthews (Pequod II) 25 or so years ago, and loved her for better and
for worse. This summer Jim decided she needed more tender care than he could offer without sending her to the
Boat Heaven. He found a new owner, one who would hopefully restore her to the condition she deserved, to live
out many more years afloat. The new owner, the son of the Pequod I owner, and a master carpenter, is now is
the proud owner of Pequod II.
Jim and Pequod II left Mount Vernon Yacht Club on August 13, 2006 for
her last voyage to Colonial Beach with Jim at the helm. It was a beautiful
sunny day with a slight breeze, a day just made for this adventure. As she
was guided out of her slip for the last time, Jim was solemn. I'm sure, putting her in forward to leave the slip was the last thing he wanted to do.
Knowing her future potential of more glorious years on the water with someone who had the time, energy and knowledge to give her many more loving
years, was his solace.
Leaving Mt. Vernon, escorted by Jim Lawler, and later having Jim
Nelson, David Sharp and
Alexi Strovropoulos bid fare- This was clearly not an easy trip for
well as she progressed south Jim.
on the river, was a wonderful
tribute to Pequod II and Jim.
The trip went smoothly, except for one incident when a
power boater, Dave Lohman, was at the helm, and did not turn
into a wake. Poor Pequod II decided to show nearly her entire
bottom. Dick McCormack - sail boater - took the helm before
Jim had heart failure! Jim was thinking, "She almost had a
new owner!"
With the Trip to Colonial Beach lasting approximately five
and a half hours, Jim
spent plenty of time
Jim at the helm as Pequod II approaches her new
going over Pequod II.
home.
He says it was to
make sure she wasn't
taking on to much water, had enough fuel or the engines were not
overheating. I believe he was just trying to say good bye, the only way
he knew. As we traversed closer to Colonial Beach, the reality was
sinking in with all of us that this really was the last voyage. I know
Jim was bailing
water from the
bilge occasionally
and that might
Characteristically, Jim makes a few final touchhave caused,
what I perceived, ups.
as a drip on Jim's
cheek. It sure
was difficult tying her up, walking away from the dock and
knowing Jim's mistress would now be in someone else's
hands, "for better or for worse". She was a great and beautiful yacht while at Mt. Vernon!
Dave Lohman and Dick McCormack want to thank Jim
for the privilege of taking this voyage with him.
Pequod II reaches her final destination.
(photos by Dave Lohman)
The Beacon
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The MVYC Power Fleet recently participated in the
PRYC-sponsored trip to Kinsale. As these photos indicate,
a very, very fine time was had by all. The photos were provided by Dave Lohman.

Bonnie found the prize fish at the Treasure
Hunt.

Rick and Angie Mullins with Christine Stavropoulos
thinking Island Thoughts

Tom and Zita Pojeta just
plain loving it

Mitch and Jane Mutnick
looking very relaxed.

MVYC vessels in their appointed slips at Kinsale.

The Lohman and Lady families at the Tides after Kinsale.

The Beacon

Bonnie, Bob & Co. chow down at the Kinsale
Restaurant
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NOTICE TO YACHT HAVEN MEMBER/OWNERS
Pursuant to Article XV, Section 2(c), The Bylaws of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club,
Amended October 3, 2002, the following application for membership has been posted.
James P. Walton, 4320 Jackson Place, Alexandria, VA 22309
John Michael Nelson, 8428 Osman Drive, Alexandria, VA 22309
Submitted by Gene Diotalevi
MVYC Board of Trustees
Director, Membership Chair

Marina, Pool & Grounds Clean Up Day

Calling all MVYC Members to volunteer on:

Saturday October 7th, 2006 at 8:30 AM
To help with: Landscaping,
Landscaping, Pool Area,
Area, Mulching,
Mulching, General clean up
Please bring work gloves, shovels,
shovels, clippers, rakes, etc!
**Great Way for students to earn service hours for school!**
Please RSVP if you plan on joining us!
Call Joanna Meletis (703) 495495-9160
The Beacon
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On Friday evening September 1st and Saturday morning September 2nd the normal high tide at the MVYC
Marina was exacerbated by the effects of Hurricane/
Tropical Storm Ernesto. The water started rising rapidly at around 10 p.m. and by 2 a.m. Saturday the water was several feet above the bulkheads, and the enby Jim Borches & Bill Gard,
tire Point was also several feet under water. Members
Marina Co-Chairs
of the Marina Committee, assisted by other volunteer
club members, spent several hours adjusting lines on a
number of boats and securing items that could float away. In at least one case, the lines on a member's boat
were so taut they could not be freed, had to be cut, and the boat re-tied. One canoe and one kayak were rescued
just before they floated into Dogue Creek.
When the water level got so high it covered several electrical outlets and junction boxes, we were forced to turn off electricity to all
docks. The power outage lasted about 14 hours.
Due to the efforts of the MVYC volunteer members there was no
apparent damage to any vessels or club property. Thanks to all
MVYC members who worked throughout the night.
If you have a boat berthed in the MVYC marina and you haven’t
checked on it since the high water event, please come to the club and
check your vessel. You may have to re-tie lines, charge batteries,
pump out bilges and check refrigerators for thawed or spoiled food.
With the hurricane season upon us, it would be a good idea for all
members to check their boats before a hurricane or tropical storm
Just a few of the members that helped out durthreatens to come our way. And members really must check their
ing the storm.
(photo by Chris Bazel)
boats immediately after the event. continued on page 12

Water-Front
View

SOME USEFUL MVYC WEBSITE AND E-MAIL TIPS
To request MVYC announcements via E-mail: mvycnews@gmail.com
Routine E-mail and request for web updates: mvycnews@gmail.com
To submit an article for the BEACON: beacon@mountvernonyachtclub.com
To add an event to the MVYC Website Calendar:
http://www.mountvernonyachtclub.com/calendar/month.php.
Click on "Add New Entry" then click "Save." Your entry will be reviewed by the Board
member responsible for the calendar, and posted if approved.

The Beacon
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Wow, it is hard to believe that we are already into October. However, even though the pool is closed for the
winter, the social committee would like to extend a big
thank you to Juliette Clark and her committee for a job
well done this past season!
There are two big events that will be taking place in
Anna Diefendorf
October. One of these events will be Oktoberfest which
Gail Mlinarchik
Social Committee will again be hosted by Stefan Tahmassibi & Peter
Esser! This event will be held on Saturday, October 14,
2006. More information will follow with flyers and
emails sent to the Mount Vernon Yacht Club members. Also, let's not forget the Kids’ Halloween Party which
will be held Saturday, October 28, 2006 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. Julie Thomas has graciously agreed to
step forward again to host this annual children's event. She is also looking for help with the Kid's Halloween
party, so please call her if you are available to volunteer for this event @ 703-780-6308. Also, the Commodore's
Ball will be held November 4, 2006. Information regarding this wonderful event will be sent out to the club at a
later date!

In the
Spirit

If anyone is interested in hosting a children, teenager, or family night at the club, please call either Gail at
703-360-7642 or Anna at 703-780-1517. Also, the TGIF'S still continue every Friday night. Joan Jones is in
charge of scheduling these events. If she calls you to host a Friday TGIF, please say yes! If it has been a while
since you have hosted a TGIF, please give Joan a call. Joan can be reached at 703-780-2965.
The Social Committee is always ready to welcome new members. We sponsor many adult and children's
events throughout the year and we need your help if we are to have a successful year. Please call either Gail at
703-360-7642 or Anna at 703-780-1517 if you are interested in being a part of the social committee.

The Beacon
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SOCIAL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
29 SEP - Newcomers' TGIF
30 SEP - Sail Fleet (rain date)

Your neighborhood source for

07 OCT - Private Party

creating kitchens and baths
to naturally enhance your life.

14 OCT - OktoberFest
21 OCT - Private Party

……………………………

27 OCT - Halloween TGIF
28 OCT - Halloween Bonfire

O N E S T À • DESIGN
……………………………

04 NOV - Commodore's Ball
12 NOV - Sail Fleet Chili Bowl
18 NOV - Private Party

Mary M. Galloway
CKD, NCIDQ
E-mail
Voice

09 DEC - Christmas Party (adults)
10 DEC - Christmas Party (children)
31 DEC - New Year's Eve Party (?)

Fax

mary@onestadesign.com
703 799 7420
703 799 7416

WANTED: USED TRAILER
TANDEM AXLE
CAPABLE OF TOWING
8,000 LB 27 FT BOAT.
If you have one for sale of know of one
Please contact Chris or Lauren Bazel
H-703.619.1096
Email: thebazels@yahoo.com

CLASSIC ITALIAN VESPA
SCOOTERS
Fully restored mechanically and cosmetically.
Available in several arresting colors, and in basic
models to upgrades with disc brakes, electric start,
custom metalwork, etc. These vintage 1970s VBC/
VBB model scooters can be driven 60+ mph with one
or two people and get over 100 mpg. Their simple, reliable, classic, award-winning design is a family heirloom in the making. Call 703-360-1726 or 703-3609500 for pricing and details.
The Beacon
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FOR SALE
F2 WINDSURFER AND SAILS
11-foot F2 Windsurfer with boom, mast, and all
rigging. Good condition. Plus 5 sails (North Sails
and Neil Pride) in good condition: 6'8", 6'2", 6', 5'8",
5'4".
Total Package: $250
Contact Carol Kennedy at 703-780-7779

Vol. 43, No. 09

Water-Front View cont from pg 8
The new floating slips on A and B docks make life a lot easier, but in cases where boats on floating docks
have lines tied to fixed mooring piles or bulkheads, those lines should be checked, adjusted and possibly doubled
up. If you are on a fixed dock, doubling up on lines would be strongly recommended. If you have a boat on the
dinghy rack, make sure it is fastened to the rack structure.
In addition, any time the water threatens to rise to the level of the electrical panels, we’ll have to shut off
electricity to all docks. If a hurricane or other high-water event threatens the marina, it would be good to disconnect your boat from shore power before we have to power off. When the threat passes, we’ll restore power as
soon as we can.
On the bright side, the Washington Council of Governments (WCOG) sent in the hydrilla harvester and a
week after Ernesto passed by, the operators of the barge cleared all the MVYC marina fairways as well as the
lagoon as far back as they could get. There wasn’t as much hydrilla harvested as last year, and that could be a
good sign for things to come. Hopefully the harvesting will
remain an annual event. WCOG said they try to do the harvesting every August providing the funding is approved.

Quite a different angle for the ramp that evening.
(photo by C. Bazel)
Advertisement

Are you prepared for the financial burden of
Long-Term Care expenses?

Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term
Care Insurance From John Hancock For
Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members
For a complimentary consultation or further information,
please call Faisal Haq, Financial Advisor
at (703) 287-7134.
Other Services Provided:
- Fee-based Financial Planning

- Products and Services for Estate Planning
- Life Insurance

- Asset Management
- Retirement Planning
- Annuities

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a
Registered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company,
Boston, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03". 180-04162004-9036039
The Beacon
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SAVE THE DATE!!

OKTOBERFEST
2006
Saturday October 14, 2006

We feature quality BG products & services

8249 Richmond Hwy
Alexandria VA 22309
PH (703) 360-0631
FAX (703) 360-8384

State Inspections Coming Soon! Auto Detailing by appointment.

Visit Our Website For More Offers!
www.mtvernonautomotiveac.com

$21.95
LUBE OIL FILTER SERVICE
INCLUDES:
• 15 PT.INSPECTION
• UP TO 5 QTS OF OIL
• NEW FILTER
• TOP OFF FLUIDS
European Cars Slightly Higher
Disp. Env. Fee Additional

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR YOU
CHOOSE
Applies To All Cars
10% Discount Will Be
Applied Off Regular
Price

EMISSION
INSPECTION
$24.00
That’s $4.00 Off The Regular Price
No Limit To
Number Of Vehicles

(Coupon Doesn’t Expire)

SPECIALIZING IN HEATING & A/C OBD TESTING, REPARING & EMISSION
TESTING/REPAIRING, ELECTRICAL ALL GENERAL REPAIRING, FACTORY MAINTANCE
٠ DOMESTIC ٠ IMPORT ٠ EUROPEAN
All coupons must be presented at the time of write up. Coupons cannot be combined. Coupons expire November 30th, 2006.
The Beacon
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Ln
Alexandria, VA 22309
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