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Membership Meeting  
Thursday, 4 November 2004 at 8pm 

 

Next Board Meeting:  15 November 7:30pm 
Next Membership Meeting:  2 December 8pm 

Oktoberfest: Es Ist Gut! 
Oktoberfest is always a highlight of the fall season 

at MVYC, and this year was no different! Our thanks 
go to Peter Esser, Zita Pojeta and everyone else who 
helped! 

Left: Joe Hamilton in full German costume. Above: Linda and Fred 
Brown won this fabulous prize basket in the Early Bird Raffle just 
by sending their check early! (Photos:  George Holthaus) 

by Kaye Matthews, Chair, Nominating Committee 
The following nominees for the MVYC Board of 

Trustees for 2005 were announced at the October 
Membership Meeting. 

Commodore Bonnie Breneman 
Vice Commodore Chris Ruckman 
Rear Commodore Jim Borches 
Treasurer Jill Baker 
Secretary Allison Miller 
Director (returning) Bart Hewitt 
Director (returning) Revae Moran 
Director (returning) Dave Miskimens 
Director Joanna Meletis 
Director Bill Gard 
Director Gene Diotalevi  

This slate will be presented for a vote at the next 
Membership Meeting on Thursday, 4 November at 
8:00 PM. This vote requires that we have a quorum 
present, so please plan to attend the meeting and cast 
your vote.  

You can read more about the nominees on page ?. 

Board Elections Nov. 4th 
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 All Club members may submit 
pertinent articles, letters 
and notices for editorial 

review and possible 
publication. Submission by  

e-mail or diskette is 
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BEACON OPT-OUT: PAPER OR PLASTIC? 
Do you read The Beacon on the web site each 

month? Would you prefer that we stop sending you a 
paper copy because you never actually use it? Now 
you have the option to suspend delivery of the paper 
version of The Beacon -- which lets the Club save 
money to use on other things!   

If you are interested, please contact Beacon Editor 
Chris Ruckman (Beacon@MountVernonYachtClub) for 
details. He will email you everything you need to know. 

Shhh … parents … drop off gifts at the Crow’s Nest the day of the party. 
Gifts should be wrapped and labeled with your child’s first and last 
name. Contact Julie and Erik Thomas for more info 703-780-6308. 

Kid’s Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 12th 

2:30 – 4:30 PM 

Santa’s Coming 
to MVYC!  

(by boat of 
course)  

Bring a snack! 

Everyone was an honorary Greek citizen at the Greek Night 
TGIF in October. Hosts Alexis & Christine Stavropolous and 
Joanna & Nick Meletis (shown at left) put on a splendid feast 
of Greek goodies, while the Ouzo (traditional Greek liquor) 
flowed freely.  
 
By the end of the night, people were introducing Chris Ruck-
man as “Christophoros Ruckman-opolous.” (Photo:  George 
Holthaus) 
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Nominations for Officers and Directors for 2005 
were submitted to the membership at the October 7th 
meeting. There were no competing nominations from 
the floor, so congratulations and thank you to those 
who have agreed to serve next year. Nevertheless, we 
will take an official vote at the November 4th meeting 
for which a quorum will be required. Please plan to 
attend and vote one more time that week. 

During the past few 
months, the board has dis-
cussed obtaining an Automatic 
External Defibrillator (AED) for 
the Clubhouse. Bonnie Brene-
man presented summary infor-
mation and the requirements 
for purchase to the membership at the October meet-
ing. The Board had previously endorsed the proposal 
to purchase the AED.   After discussion by the mem-
bership, the members present approved the proposal. 
At the October 13th Board Meeting, we decided to pro-
ceed with the purchase as soon as possible rather 
than waiting until next year. 

Members of USCGA Flotilla 14-4 will teach a 

Coast Guard Safety Course at the Clubhouse. This 
course is important for all boating members who have 
not previously attended and received a certificate. The 
certificate is now one of the items on the checklist for 
the Coast Guard Vessel Safety Check, and is required 
for all boaters north of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A 
flyer with dates and more information is included in 
this Beacon and is posted on the Web site. 

This time of year is a busy party time with the 
OktoberFest, Halloween bonfire and Commodores 
Ball. Thanks to Zita Pojeta, Revae Moran, Linda 
Brown and their committees for all of their hard work. 

This is my last Beacon article as Commodore, and 
I would like to thank all the members who have made 
the experience so enjoyable. The list of names is long 
and the contributions of each even longer. The mem-
bers of the Board in 2003 and those of 2004 deserve 

special thanks from all of us for 
their contributions and dedication. 
Mary Ann Holthaus has managed 
the day-to-day Clubhouse needs for 
at least eight years.   Ann Wassell 
has managed rental of the Club-
House for several years. These are 

demanding and time-consuming activities. Thanks to 
both Mary Ann and Ann. 

The new Board members will join a group of offi-
cers and directors that I am confident will continue to 
manage the Club efficiently, fairly and in a caring 
manner. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Com-
modore. 

The Bosun’s 
  Whistle 

Jim Hamrick, Commodore 

… Thank you for  
allowing me to serve 

as your Commodore ... 

Commodore:   
Bonnie Breneman 

Bonnie joined MVYC in 
1990. She became active in 
Marina activities almost 
immediately. Most week-
ends between April and De-
cember, she can be found 
hanging out on SeaBraT or 
somewhere else around the 
Club. She has served on the Board of Trustees as a 
Director, Rear Commodore and Vice Commodore. She 
also served as Membership Chair for three of the four 
years she has served on the Board. Bonnie is a 
Women's Health Nurse Practitioner, practicing at 
DeWitt Army Hospital at Fort Belvoir. Besides boat-
ing, she is active in her professional organizations and 
the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

Vice Commodore:   
Chris Ruckman 

Chris joined MVYC in 1997 
when he and his wife, Diane Wil-
son, moved from Maryland to 
their home on Neptune Drive. 
Within a few months of joining, 
Chris was named Editor of The 
Beacon, which he has published 
74 times since then. He has 
served on the Board of Trustees for nearly five years 
as a Director and as Rear Commodore. Chris is a me-
chanical engineer by trade, and earned his doctorate 
from Virginia Tech in 1992. You’ll often find him and 
Diane at the end of A-Dock on their 34-foot power 
boat, La Rea, which is named after his mother. His 
hobbies also include playing drums in a blues band. 

(See 2005 Board on page 4) 

Nominees For 2005 Board of Trustees 
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Rear Commodore:   
Jim Borches 

Jim, a member of MVYC 
since 1998, has served on the 
Board for two years during 
which time he oversaw a major 
project to renovate the Club’s 
swimming pool. Jim hails from 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky, and 
has two sons:  Pete lives in Charlottesville, and An-
drew currently lives in San Sebastian, Spain. Jim has 
a Masters degree in Education from the University of 
Maryland, and in 1999 he retired from a position with 
the U.S. Department of Education. He also taught 
high school in Virginia and Maryland. Jim is the pro-
prietor of J.B Canvas Works. His hobbies include boat-
ing, biking, cooking, and keeping up with his Jack 
Russell Terrier, Jackson. 
Treasurer:   
Jill Baker 
Jill grew up in Crestline, Cali-
fornia, in the San Bernardino 
Mountains. After graduating 
from Rim of the World High 
School, Lake Arrowhead, CA, 
she attended the College of the 
Desert's School of Nursing in 
Palm Desert, CA. Jill joined 
the Air Force in 1976. Her first duty station was An-
drews AFB, then Germany, New Mexico, Colorado, 
South Korea, back to Colorado, Air War College in 
Montgomery, AL and (finally) Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Along the way, she and husband Craig had two chil-
dren: Kim (26) lives in Colorado and is a satellite soft-
ware designer for Raytheon, while Cody (23) lives here 
in Yacht Haven. Jill retired from the Air Force in 2000 
to hang out with Craig and Cody, who are both sailors. 
Secretary:   
Allison P. Miller 

Allison and her husband, 
Matt Miller, joined MVYC last 
fall after moving back into the 
area from Boston. Though Allison 
has only been a member since 
2003, her parents (Ted and Peggy 
Pearsall) have been members for 
over 20 years. Allison swam on 
the Club's Swim Team from the 
age of 6 until she was 18, coached 
the team for two years and was a lifeguard at the Club 
for four years. Allison is an attorney with a large law 
firm based in D.C., where she practices corporate law. 
Allison and Matt currently live in Old Town, Alexan-
dria. 

Director:   
Bart Hewitt 

Bart Hewitt LOVES being the 
Membership Chair. When not do-
ing that, Bart cavorts with his 
wife, Evelyn (Ex-Treasurer of 
MVYC) on their 20' pontoon boat. 
Bart is retired from the Defense 
Information Systems Agency 
where he was Chief of the Network Operations Divi-
sion, responsible for the agency's 800-node internal 
network. Bart also served eight years as a Euphonium 
player in The United States Army Band. He is Direc-
tor of Music at John Calvin Presbyterian Church in 
Annandale, a professional singer in choruses around 
town, and an avid mountain biker. 
Director:   
Revae Moran 

Revae joined MVYC in 
1999 when she and her hus-
band, Anthony, moved to 
their home on Forest Haven 
Drive. Right away, she be-
came involved with helping 
the Club put on parties, in-
cluding the annual Lobster Fest. She has served on 
the Board of Trustees for a year as a Director, and for 
the past two years has co-chaired the Social Commit-
tee. Revae is a manager with the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office, a congressional agency, and 
works at GAO’s headquarters office in downtown DC 
near the MCI center. She and her husband are enthu-
siastic kayakers and hikers. 
Director:   
David Miskimens 
David Miskimens joined MVYC 
in 1999 after he and his wife 
Angie moved from Seattle to 
their home on Neptune Drive. 
They immediately became in-
volved with Club activities such 
as the Commodore’s Ball, 
Brunch Cruise, Commissioning 
Day, and Lobsterfest. They also 
chaired the St. Patrick’s Day 
party for two years. Dave has served as Power Fleet 
Captain since 2002, and was elected to the Board of 
Trustees in 2004. Dave is a mechanical engineer and 
earned his masters from Indiana University in 1996. 
Dave and Angie are enthusiastic power boaters and 
help to organize many raft-ups and cruises. They also 
enjoy participating in Sail Fleet events as a committee 
boat.  
 

(From 2005 Board, page 3) 

(See 2005 Board on page 5) 
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Director:   
Joanna Meletis 

Joanna and husband Nick 
joined as members of MVYC in 
2002, although they had been 
frequent guests and visitors of 
Joanna’s parents, Stuart and 
Kaye Matthews, since 1980. 
Since the early eighties and especially since becoming 
members, Joanna has enjoyed participating in MVYC 
activities and hosting TGIFs. Joanna and Nick are 
power boaters and have had two boats at MVYC since 
2002. Joanna has recently completed the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Boating Skills and Seamanship 
Course. Joanna currently runs Nick’s 20-year-old 
home-based business in Fairfax Station, and also 
works for a large publishing company in DC. She 
looks forward to contributing her “Let’s get the Job 
Done” attitude as a new MVYC board member! 
Director:   
Bill Gard 

Bill and his wife Karen 
moved into Yacht Haven in 
spring of 2003 and at that time 
they joined MVYC. Bill and 
Karen attend club activities, 
help out with special projects 
and often hang out at the point 
on beautiful summer evenings. 
Bill retired from The Washington Post after 22 years 
in computer systems and engineering management 
roles.   He continues on at The Post as a part time 
project manager for construction projects. Bill and 
Karen enjoy boating on Fire Dog, their 27’ Tiara 
power boat, now mostly restored after hurricane Isa-
bel sank her last year. Bill also likes bicycling and 
working on projects around the house. 

(From 2005 Board , page 4) Director:   
Gene Diotalevi 

Since joining MVYC a year 
ago, Gene has spent consider-
able time working for the Club. 
After Hurricane Isabel, he spent 
many hours assisting in dock 
repairs and clean-up. He estab-
lished a professional mariner 
library at MVYC, and facilitated 
a meeting of Potomac regulatory 
agencies to clarify new Homeland Security rules. 
Gene has provided boat handling and seamanship 
training to new boat owners at MVYC while also out-
fitting and training MVYC members on electronic 
navigation systems GPS receiver technology. Gene, a 
career Coast Guardsman who has traveled above or 
below most of the worlds oceans, holds an advanced 
degree and is credentialed with the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (Navigation Systems). 
Gene is an accomplished musician plays electric gui-
tar with several rock bands. 

Two more happy customers enjoy the food and beer at the 
MVYC Oktoberfest. (Photo:  George Holthaus) 
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Flotilla 14-4 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary 

 

 

 USCGAUX Flotilla 14-4 will be offering its Boating Skills and Seamanship 
(BS&S) course -- a comprehensive course designed for both the experienced and the 
novice boater.  

WHEN: October 25; November 1, 8, 15, 22 , 29; December 6  
19:30 to 21:30 hrs  (7:30-9:30 pm) 

 
WHERE: Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Lane 
Alexandria, VA 22309 

  
Cost: Class is Free, Books cost $35.00 

Topics include:  

• WHICH BOAT IS FOR YOU?  
• EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR BOAT  
• TRAILERING YOUR  
• HANDLING YOUR BOAT  
• YOUR "HIGHWAY" SIGNS      
• THE RULES YOU MUST FOLLOW  
• LINES AND KNOTS FOR YOUR BOAT 
• THE REST OF OUR STORY      Learn with the Best! 

  Many insurance companies will offer discounts on boat insurance to individuals who 
successfully complete this course. Individuals who successfully complete the course and exam are 
awarded certificates and cards.  

Directions:  Go South on the George Washington Memorial Parkway to the Mount Vernon Estate (approx 8 
mi). Turn right onto on Mount Vernon Memorial Highway. Turn left onto Forest Haven Drive (1.2 mi).  Turn 
right onto Tarpon Lane (0.3 mi).  Follow Tarpon Lane to the end. 
 

Need more information?   Please call Cliff Gates at (703) 312-0535 or (703) 780-0160. 
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Greg Rehe,  
Sail Fleet Captain 

News from the  
Weather Rail 

CHILI  BOWL 
The MVYC Sail Fleet will hold the annual Chili 

Bowl / Sail Fleet awards dinner on Sunday, November 
7 starting at 5:30 PM. All club members are welcome 
and should either bring their best 
chili for the competition or side 
dishes for this Pot-Luck event. See 
the flyer on page 11. 

 
FALL FLING 2004 
The Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

hosted the Potomac Yacht Racing 
Club (PYRC) Fall Fling Regatta on 
September 25, 2004.   

The Manka’s Tugether, under the command of 
Anita served as Race Committee Boat for the third 
year in a row. Race Committee members Andrea 

Steierman and Lew Wetzel conducted the two races 
for two divisions of sail boats. With light south 
breezes barely worthy of being called wind, the 
courses were short. The first race started both divi-
sions (spinnaker and non-spinnaker) together, so find-
ing clear air was the priority tactic for the winning 
boats. The second race competed the two divisions 
separated with the spinnaker division on longer 
course. The dying wind and strong adverse current 
ultimately prevented any spinnaker boat from com-
pleting the second race within the time limit.   

Although the wind was less than hoped for, the 
post-race party on the Point was great fun. Trophies 
were awarded during the party: 

     Spinnaker Division: 
first place, Firefly (Bob 
Minelli DISC); second 
place Aries (Dave Leising, 
DISC); third place, Bahala 
Na (Craig Baker, MVYC);  
     Non-spinnaker Divi-
sion: first place Snow 
Goose (Clark Barker, 
PYRC); second place, Time 

Sweep (Marcia Green, DISC), third place, Blew Mist 
(Ed Zebrowski, MVYC). 

Are you prepared for the financial burden of 
Long-Term Care expenses? 

 

 Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term 
Care Insurance From John Hancock For 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members 
 

 For a complimentary consultation or further information, 
please call Faisal Haq, Investment Advisor Representative 

 at (703) 287-7134. 
 

 Other Services Provided: 
 
 - Fee-based Financial Planning - Asset Management 
 - Products and Services for Estate Planning - Retirement Planning 
 - Life Insurance - Annuities 

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a Regis-
tered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insurance 
Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Bos-
ton, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03".     180-04162004-9036039 

Advertisement 

… members should 
bring their best chili 

for the competition  ... 
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Oct 1& 8  
Waltz Line Dance Lesson 
Review Tennessee Twister 
Oct 15 
Review Waltz Line Dance 
Review Tennessee Twister 
Oct 22 
Mambo Shuffle Lesson 
Review Waltz Line Dance 
Review Tennessee Twister 
Nov 5 
Review Mambo Shuffle  
Review Waltz Line Dance 
Review Tennessee Twister  

As we look forward to the Commodore’s Ball 
on November 13th, join us for line dance lessons 
at TGIF’s in October and November. 

LET’S DANCE! 

Last January, we had a great turnout and requests to do it again. Anytime 4 or more folks would 
like to practice during the week, please call me. I have a year round dance floor in my garden. 

I am available afternoons and evenings, so… 

LET’S DANCE! 

Linda Marie Brown (703) 780-4137 

Singles  
Welcome! 

Lessons begin promptly at 8:30 PM. 
• Remember to wear leather-soled shoes 
• Dance instruction sheets will be provided 

FALL RACE SERIES  

by Doug Borden 
The Fall Club Race Series so far this year has 

seen varied conditions from light zephyrs to strong 
gusty winds.   

On Sunday the 3rd, the weather was again spec-
tacular, but not particularly for sailing boats. Despite 
the light air which dictated short courses, two races 
in the fall series were conducted and both were won 
by "Captain" Ed Gibson sailing Na Ka Oi hand-
somely and smartly. He and his ace crewman, James 
Michael Bearrs, sailed from the starting line between 
buoy 67 and Jim Borches' yacht, Imagine, close along 
the Virginia shore out of the ebbing current and 
edged their was up and past buoy 71 well ahead of 
their competition to take the first race handily.   

Not one to rest on his laurels, Ed decided to teach 
the rest of us a lesson -again - and handily won the 
shorter second race by using the same general tac-
tics. Way to go Ed! The rest of the fleet was so far 
behind Ed, we won’t even mention them!   

The sailors appreciate the decision of the Race 
Committee, headed by Andrea Steierman, to conduct 
a second race that day. Even with light and fading 
breezes which required shortening the second race, a 
good day was had by all on the water, enjoying what 
may be one of the few good days remaining in this 
fall season. 

Racing on October 10 couldn’t have been more 
different! 

The Northeast winds were approximately 20 
knots with strong gusts and periodic lulls challenging 
boat handling and sail trim skills. With the start / 
finish line set off  Marshall Hall, the course to 71, 
then 62 and back to the start / finish line was essen-
tially a drag race; one close winded tack – broad 
reach – one close winded tack. It was a Catalina day, 
with Doug Borden’s Windwatch (a Catalina 25) tak-
ing first place, and John Leary’s Aphrodite (a Cata-
lina 27) taking second place. The series continues 
with races scheduled on Sunday 17 October, with a 
possible make-up race on the 24th. 
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Power Fleet 
News David Miskimens, 

Power Fleet 
Captain 

Our most recent power fleet activity was the Fall 
Cruise Party in September. We started with a beauti-
ful sunny afternoon cruise on Last Resort, operated by 
Captains Steve and David Donock, and on La Rea, op-
erated by Captain Chris Ruckman. Nearly 20 passen-
gers relaxed on board as the vessels cruised up the 
Potomac to Fort Washington to enjoy sights including 
Mount Vernon Estate, the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, 
and beautiful Dogue Creek! 

Once back at MVYC, we enjoyed a feast of pulled 
pork, chicken, and BBQ ribs provided by Red Hot and 

Blue carry-out. Not only was it delicious, but there 
was so much food that many of the group came back 
the next day for a left-overs meal too! Check out the 
pictures on the web site. 

It’s that time of year for captains to make plans 
for their boats for the winter. I’ve noticed a few of you 
are getting early starts by pulling your boat up on 
trailers to clean the bottom with a pressure washer. 
Getting a boat high and dry also provides the opportu-
nity to conduct an inspection of the bottom, running 
gear, and the out-drives or propellers. Good luck with 
your winter preparations. 

It was a great boating season this year and I hope 
you will all join me this winter and early spring for 
events including the Frostbite Barbecue and Spring 
Brunch Cruise. I’ll be conducting a cruise planning 
meeting sometime in February or March, so watch for 
information in the Beacon.  

LEARY SINGLE-
HANDED RACE  
by  Doug Borden 

The annual Leary Memorial 
Cup race for single-handed sailors 
got off to a slow but steady start on 
Saturday, 2 October at 10 a.m.  

The six starters were off the 
line between buoy 76 and Jim Bor-
ches' committee boat on a southerly 
course to and around buoy 60 and 
back – a straight-line distance of 
9.4 nautical miles.   

Greg Rehe sailing Valkyrie 
started smartly and was never 
headed. The course was laid out to 
the west of the channel markers in 
case the race had to be shortened 
at any one of the buoys, which it 
wasn't. During the upwind leg to 
buoy 60, many positions changed 
as one boat or another would be 
favored for a while, only to lose the 
advantage to another boat in the 
fluctuating breezes. Greg, skipper-
ing Valkyrie, rounded 60 first, with 
John Leary sailing Aphrodite fol-
lowing about 5 minutes later.  

Rehe and Leary were followed 

at about 5-minute intervals by Ed 
Gibson helming No Ka Oi, Doug 
Borden steering Windwatch and 
Craig Baker in Bahala Na. Ed Ze-
browski brought his Blew Mist 
along smartly after making  up a 
lot of distance lost by a delayed 
start. 

With Greg and John flying col-
orful spinnakers and steering right 
up the channel against the ebbing 
current, the others followed albeit 
out of the channel to the east and 
the west for the most part. All 
boats made it past buoy 64 as the 
light southerly breezes turned into 
infrequent zephyrs, mostly from 
the north and east, but fading all 
the time. 

In the dying zephyrs, Valkyrie 
was able to literally creep across 
the finish line before the winds 
died, stalling Aphrodite’s almost-
successful attack for first place. 
Despite the excruciating light zeph-
yrs, John managed to claw his way 
across the finish line against the 
strong outgoing current. 

Along the way, all but Ed Ze-
browski were able to sneak slowly 
past buoy 64, but faded in the 

stretch even after trying to get out 
of the channel and hoping to find a 
favorable zephyr somewhere be-
tween 64 and the finish line. No 
such luck.   

Time ran out and the fleet fi-
nally resorted to their "iron genoas" 
and motored home through the flot-
sam and jetsam which nearly cov-
ered the river as it flowed back and 
forth with the flood and ebb cur-
rents. 

The skippers, crews and fami-
lies were treated to a real post-race 
party hosted by last year's winner, 
Jeff White, ably assisted by his son, 
Jay. A superb menu was offered on 
tables set with white tablecloths 
and cutlery — a pleasant surprise 
after sandwiches for lunch in the 
near-doldrums.  

Good fellowship and humor 
abounded as sea stories were 
swapped and unsolicited advice on 
what one or another could have 
done to do better was offered - it's a 
sailor's habit to do so. Despite the 
light air, the day ended on a high 
note, with a good time had by all. 
Thanks Jeff. 



The Beacon page 10 Vol. 41, No. 10   November 2004 

Membership 
  News 

Bart Hewitt,  
        Membership  

As I write this on October 15th, Election Day 
looms. After studying all of the candidates for Presi-
dent, I find none worthy. Not one has addressed the 
issues that really count. 

Look at the record. No candidate has promised to 
give MVYC a federal grant to dredge our lagoon and 
marina, or to fund the replacement of our aging A and 
B docks, or to grant pontoon boat owners like me a 
special Boat-Nerd Tax Credit? Not Bush, not Kerry, 
not Nader, not nobody. Furthermore: 

Has even one candidate noted publicly that we 
welcomed new members Peter and Cori Esser into our 
Club this month? No! Did any of them stop by to con-
sole us after Lou Codega and Robin Hiddemen re-
signed to move to Smithfield, VA? No! Were any of 
them bold enough to chastise the Washington Post for 
calling our beloved Dogue Creek "Snakehead Creek?"  
Not one! 

And which self-proclaimed Protector Of Our Peo-
ple (P.O.O.P.) took the time to phone Bernice Hunts-
man to congratulate her on her 44th MVYC anniver-
sary? Which of them sent a nice card and some choco-
lates to Norma Jean Poe for her 22nd, or to Bruce and 
Nancy Valley for their 20th? Not one! No cards, no 
personal visits, nothing in this morning's Post. 

I'm indignant (is it possible to be dignant?)! We 
need a REAL candidate. If you have any suggestions, 
or if you have any membership concerns, or a change 
of phone, address, E-mail, children, boats, or if you 
don't know what to do with that cute little snakehead 
you have in your aquarium, give me a call at 703-799-
0401 or email me at hewitts.house@verizon.net.  

 
 
STEVEN JONES, a graduate of Michigan State 

with a BS in Forestry, owns Audubon VTM Arborists, 
Inc. He served in the Peace Corps in Niger and Chad, 
and has lived in Michigan, Montana and Mississippi.   

His daughter, Meghan (19) is a Junior at Virginia 
Tech studying Animal Science/Pre Vet. Steve's hob-
bies and activities include fishing, hiking, boating, 
reading and landscaping. Steve also enjoys foreign 
travel, especially to tropical and subtropical areas. He 
is interested in anthropology and migration theories of 
South Pacific peoples, the natural world, astrophys-
ics/nuclear physics, arboriculture, and history. He is 
looking forward to joining his friends, the Nelsons, and 
others here at MVYC for boating and social activities. 

 
 
 STEFAN & LINDA TAHMASSEBI have lived 

in the Alexandria area most of their lives. Stefan is a 
University of Virginia graduate, and received his J.D. 
from Georgetown U. Law Center in 1987. He is pres-
ently in-house counsel for a national association in 
Alexandria. Linda attended Longwood College and 
James Madison, and after earning her undergraduate 
degree she taught at Mark Twain Intermediate School 
here in Fairfax County. Then she worked at the De-
partment of Defense, where she spent most of her ca-
reer. For the past 6 years, she has worked with the 
after-school care program at the Aquinas Montessori 
School.  

Stefan and Linda have three children: Rosa (12), 
Liesl (10) and Hannelore (7). The family has many di-
verse hobbies, with the favorites being swimming and 
boating. Along with the social activities here at MVYC, 
they anticipate enjoying these activities with others of 
similar interests. 

New Members:  We would love to introduce you by publishing a few 
paragraphs describing your family. Please contact Marge Skelly 
(mmskelly@cox.nete or 703-360-8374) or Membership Chair Bart 
Hewitt (Hewitts.House@Verizon.net or 703-550-6023). 

New 
Member 
Spotlight 

When Joanna Meletis begins serving on MVYC’s Board, she 
can seek advice from a close source: her father, former 
Commodore Stuart Matthews. (Photo:  George Holthaus) 
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CALL PAT! 
“The Boater’s Choice” 

 

REALTOR®  for 3 former Commodores 
MVYC member since 1982 

Multi-Million Dollar Producer 
Mount Vernon Specialist 

 

PAT HILL 
CRS, GRI 

 

Office: 703-960-8900 
Res: 703-360-4089 

Email: pat.hill@cox.net 

Come to the 2004 Chili Bowl 
and Sail Fleet Awards! 

Bring Your Chili Entry! 
Applaud the Sail Fleet Awards! 

See Who Wins the Famous Crock Pot Trophy! 

Questions? Call Greg Rehe or Juliette Clark 

Sunday, November 7th 
5:30 PM 

In the Clubhouse 



The Beacon page 12 Vol. 41, No. 10   November 2004 

Many, many thanks to Zita Pojeta and her won-
derful committee for hosting a successful — and well-
attended — Oktoberfest! The beer (real, unpasteur-
ized German beer thanks to new member Peter Esser) 
was sublime, the food delicious, and the DJ a blast. 
Everyone had a great time! 

If the Beacon arrives before the Halloween Bon-
fire on the Point on Saturday, October 30th, grab 
your pumpkin and rush on down there at 6 pm to join 
in the festivities. Juliette Clark and her crew have an 
eerie evening planned, with lots of fun activities for 
children and adults alike. There’s no charge, just bring 
something to share with everyone. 

Linda Brown has graciously agreed to once again 
host the MVYC Commodore’s Ball which will be on 
Saturday, November 13th  this year. She and her 
committee put on a wonderful event with delicious food 
and much merriment, so brush off your dancing shoes 
and get our your gowns and tuxedoes. As in prior years, 

it will be held at the elegant Mount Vernon Country 
Club. You’ll be receiving a formal invitation for this 
event in the mail soon. 

Dare I say it? Christmas is coming! In December, 
we have the MVYC Christmas parties, with the 
adult party on Saturday, December 11th and the 
children’s party on Sunday, Dec. 12th. These are al-
ways great parties that give veteran and new mem-
bers a chance to get to know one another better. More 
details will follow in next month’s Beacon, but mark 
your calendars now. 

Do you paint, draw, sculpt? If so, share your tal-
ent at the 1st annual MVYC Art Show on Saturday, 
February 6th. Judy Mitchell, with assistance from 
local artist Carol Kennedy, is hosting this event, so 
call her at 360-8171 if you are interested in partici-
pating. 

Hosts are needed for the weekly Friday-night 
parties at the club so, if you are interested (this is a 
great way for new members to meet everyone in the 
club), please contact Marge Skelly at 703) 360-
8374 or mmskelly@cox.net. All adults are wel-
come—members and guests alike. Just bring a dish to 
share (entrée, side dish, or dessert), and whatever 
you’d like to drink, or you can purchase beer and so-
das at the Club. 

Check the last page of the Beacon for more up-
coming events. We’ll see you all at the Club! 

Revae Moran & Zita Pojeta  
               Social Committee  

In the 

Spirit 

For information, contact: 
Suzanne Floyd (floydsd@aol.com or 780-3414) 

Ladies tank top............................................. $15 
Sweatshirt: Grey zippered.............................. $36 
 Navy/White crewneck ........................ $25 
 Navy/Grey hooded............................. $36 
Polo shirt: Navy/White ................................ $22 
 Sleeveless white ..................................$17 
Shorts ........................................................ $10 
MVYC Burgee ............................................ $35 
Dolphins Swim Team T-shirt ...........................$5 
Visor, white ...................................................$5 
Polartec jackets: Full zipper .......................... $55 
 Half zipper ....................................... $60 
Cup holders, each: .........................................$3 
 set of 2 ..............................................$5 

Wear the MVYC logo, and  
support the Swim Team! 

Ship’s Store 
MVYC  

Sales benefit the MVYC Swim Team. Items  
available at home Swim Meets and other events.  

The new drink koozies are here, the new drink koozies are here! 

Get ‘em while they’re hot … just $3 each, or two for $5. 
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     Sunday                                              fMVYC Club Calendar – November 2004p                                     Saturday 
31 

Halloween 

          

1 
7:30 pm – USCG 
    Safety Class 
 
7:30 pm – Social 
Committee mtg 

2 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
  
 

4 
9 am-Garden Club 
 
8 pm – 
Membership 
Meeting 

5 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
Sail Fleet–Chili 
Bowl Awards 
Dinner 

 8 
 
7:30 pm – USCG 
    Safety Class 
 
 
7:30 pm - Bridge 
                Group 

 9 
 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
Veteran’s Day 

12 
 
 
 
 
  
   7 pm - TGIF 

13  Private party at  
      the clubhouse 
 
Commodore’s 

Ball 
14 15 

7:30 pm – USCG 
    Safety Class 
 
7:30 pm - 
Board Mtg 

16 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
7 pm - 
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Mtg 

19 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 22 
 
7:30 pm – USCG 
    Safety Class 
 

23 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
   

25 
   Thanksgiving 

         

26 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 
 
7:30 pm – Social 
Committee mtg 

30 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

    

December 2004 
   1 

 
  

2 
9 am–Garden Club 
8 pm – 
Membership 
Meeting 

3 
 
 
 
    7 pm - TGIF 

4 
 
Weekend Boat 
Parade of Lights in 
Alexandria 
 

5 
 
Georgetown 
Harbor Parade  
of Lights 

6 
7:30 pm – USCG 
    Safety Class 
 
7:30 - Social 
Committee Mtg 

7 
 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
    7 pm - TGIF 

11 

      
5-8 pm – Adult 
Christmas Party 

12 

       
2:30 pm-
Children’s 
Christmas Party 

13 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm - Bridge 
                Group 

14 
 
 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
7-9 pm 
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Mtg 

17 
 
 
 
 
   
    7 pm - TGIF 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 
7:30 pm - 
Board Mtg 

21 
 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
    7 pm - TGIF 

25 
     Christmas! 

     
26 
 

27 28 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 

29    
 
 
 
       

30 
 
 
  

31 
8 pm- New Year’s 
           Eve Party! 

      

 
 
 


