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MVYC’s Pool Has Gone 
To The Dogs — Literally 

In what may be a first for MVYC, a post-swimming-season 
pool party was held especially for the Club’s canine population. 

Pooch pool parties are often held by public pools after clos-
ing for the season to human swimmers. Health codes require a 
thorough cleaning of the pool anyway, so before calling in the 
cleaning crew, why not let the dogs have some fun! 

Pool Chairman Jim Borches even wrote this little ditty: 
You'll recall Mother Hubbard,  
she went to the cupboard  
to fetch her dog Rover a bone.  
But noticing this, Rover said with a hiss, 
"You're a boring old broad and I'm tired  
of just staying home." 
 
Our summer has ended,  
the Club's pool has closed,  
and Rover has had not one swim. 
So let's get Rover wet --  
Let's not drain the pool yet,  
'til we host a splash party for him! 

Turnout for this event was surprisingly good with 
little advance notice or publicity, and everybody had a 
blast — especially the dogs. It’s likely we’ll repeat this 
experiment next fall, so perhaps you should enroll Spot 
in swimming lessons next summer! 

by Kaye Matthews, Chair, Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to recom-

mend the following nominees for the MVYC Board of 
Trustees for 2005. 

Commodore Bonnie Breneman 
Vice Commodore Chris Ruckman 
Rear Commodore Jim Borches 
Treasurer Jill Baker 
Secretary Alison Miller 
Director (returning) Bart Hewitt 
Director (returning) Revae Moran 
Director (returning) Dave Miskimens 
Director Joanna Meletis 
Director Bill Gard 
Director Gene Diotalevi  

These members have all said that they are willing 
to serve, and the Nominating Committee feels that 
they will do a wonderful job. Commodore Hamrick 
will formally propose this slate during the Member-
ship Meeting on Thursday, 7 October 2004 at 8:00 
p.m. in the Clubhouse, at which time the floor will be 
open for additional nominations. Elections will be 
held at the November Membership Meeting. 

2005 Board To Be Nominated 

Pool Chairman Jim Borches shows Jackson how 
it’s supposed to be done. (Photo:  Russell Poe) 
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The annual Red Brown Memorial Hot Cruise in 
August was a blast again this year, as always. A ma-
jority of the Club’s larger boats made the 80-mile trek 
to Cole’s Point Plantation for two days of fun. 

In accordance with tradition, everyone gathered 
Saturday afternoon to eat crabs and socialize. Jim 
Hamrick filled glass after glass with his famous fruity 
concoction, the Yellowbird. And, as usual, we toasted 
the memory of Irwin “Red” Brown — George Brown’s 
father, who organized the cruise for many years be-
fore his death a few years ago. 

Somehow, in this season of bi-weekly hurricanes, 
we managed to have nice weather for the entire trip. I 
have taken cruises where the mosquitoes were heavy 
and the breezes light, but this was not one of those! 

BEACON OPT-OUT: PAPER OR PLASTIC? 
Do you read The Beacon on the web site each 

month? Would you prefer that we stop sending you a 
paper copy because you never actually use it? Now 
you have the option to suspend delivery of the paper 
version of The Beacon -- which lets the Club save 
money to use on other things!   

If you are interested, please contact Beacon Editor 
Chris Ruckman (Beacon@MountVernonYachtClub) for 
details. He will email you everything you need to know. 

Welcome Gardeners!  
The Yacht Haven Garden Club welcomes new 

members and we hope you will join us!  
We meet the first Thursday of the month at Mount 

Vernon Yacht Club. Our next meeting is 
Thursday, October 7. Join us at the 
MVYC Clubhouse 9:00 a.m. for coffee 
and goodies before the meeting at 

10:00, then enjoy an interest-
i n g  p r o g r a m  r e l a t e d 

to gardening.  
Curious? Be our guest at 
a meeting!  For more 
information call Jill 
Baker (703)799-0551.  

At Coles Point Plantation … 
 
Above:  Cynthia Brown and Jim Fletcher share a laugh and a 
couple of Jim Hamrick’s Yellowbirds at the picnic tables dur-
ing the Saturday afternoon feast.  Below: Steve Donock’s 
Last Resort prepares to take on fuel.  
 
(Photos:  Russell Poe) 
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It’s time to elect new officers and directors for the 
coming year. Kaye Matthews and her committee have 
submitted a slate of outstanding candidates, which is 
published in this month’s Beacon as required by our 
rules. I will formally present the nominations at the 
October Membership Meeting, and open the floor to 
additional nominations. A vote on all 
candidates will take place at the No-
vember meeting. Please plan to attend 
and participate in selecting your offi-
cers and directors. 

We have renewed our Line of 

Credit loan with Burke and Herbert Bank for 
$350,000 for an additional 3 years. The bank lowered 
our fixed maximum rate to 5% from the 7% previous 
rate. Over the years, the banking relationship we 
have enjoyed with Burke and Herbert Bank has been 
very good and allowed us a great deal of flexibility in 
managing the financial affairs of the club. Thanks to 
Tevis Sensil and Taylor Burke for their help. 

The Board of Trustees has begun work on the 
budget for 2005. At this point, barring another hurri-
cane, it appears that we will meet our goal of a year-
end surplus of $25,000. If you have ideas for projects 
please discuss them with Board members.   

The main focus of next year’s budget will be the 
marina. We hope to have a two- to three-year project 

plan for significant marina im-
provements completed by year-
end. There are rumors that Fort 
Belvoir Marina plans to dredge 
a channel through Dogue Creek 
next winter. A group of MVYC 
members has volunteered to 

monitor the progress and keep us informed. 
Thanks to Revae Moran and Zita Pojeta, the Okto-

berfest again promises to be a wonderful event. One of 
our new members has been able to find a source for 
draft beer direct from Germany for the party. Please 
make your reservations before October 5th to be eligi-
ble for the door prize. (I assume someone actually 
needs a door!) 

At the October meeting, Bonnie Breneman will 
review information we have received concerning the 
acquisition, use and training requirements for a Defi-
brillator to be installed at the Clubhouse. Due to the 
initial and ongoing expense involved, we will need ap-
proval of the membership in order to proceed at this 
time. 

The Bosun’s 
  Whistle 

Jim Hamrick, Commodore 

… The main focus of 
next year’s budget 

will be the marina ... 

Here’s another photographic gem from the camera of Rus-
sell Poe. He snapped this shot of a campfire on the beach at 
Cole’s Point Plantation during the Red Brown Memorial Hot 
Cruise in August with a moon — yes, it’s a blue moon — in 
the background. (Photo:  Russell Poe) 

Oktoberfest Early-Bird Raffle 

For this year’s Oktoberfest, we will have an early-
bird reward. Members who pay their reservations by 
Tuesday, October 5th will be automatically entered in 
a raffle for an EARLY BIRD PRIZE BASKET 
containing German wines, beer, and other nice treats.   

Write that check today to be eligible for this 
great prize! Checks must be post-
marked by Oct. 5th to be eligi-
ble. (Reservations accepted 
until Oct. 13th.) 

Oktoberfest will be Saturday, 
October 16th at 7:30 p.m. at the 
MVYC Clubhouse. 

See page 7 for details! 
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Greg Rehe,  
Sail Fleet Captain 

News from the  
Weather Rail 

CRANEY ISLAND RACE 
This year’s Craney Island Race was held at the 

end of July with a full moon and a high tide. The Race 
Committee, headed by Andrea Steierman on Steve 
Donock’s Last Resort, started the race in breezes that 
were gentle but relatively consistent. Although the 
wind was perfect for an evening sail around the land-
mark island, a line of late-evening thunderstorms 
threatened the Craney Island Race again this year, 
prompting shortening of the race. In the end, the front 
never caused problems over the race course.   

Ed Gibson in Noka Oi won the coveted plastic 
bird, traditionally a pink flamingo, but this year, a 
blue heron in recognition of the blue moon at the time 
of the race.   
LADIES RACE 

The annual Mount Vernon Labor Day Ladies Race 
was held on Sunday, September 5th. A brisk wind 
whipped up two-foot waves with whitecaps and sent 
spray over the bows of the boats while clouds loomed 
overhead, but these brave women sailed on. Mary 

Galloway at the helm of El Lobo del Mar, with hus-
band John as crew, garnered first place while Arlene 
Dietz, with husband Chuck as crew on Puff, came in 
second. Although Valkyrie garnered extra points for 
more women aboard, teammates Susan Rehe and 
Jackie Gorski both agreed that neither of them had 
quite the level of sailing experience required to steer 
under the blustery conditions. They let Greg take the 
tiller and were thus disqualified, but they had a great 
sail completing the course anyway. 

SAILING SCHEDULE 
October 
1 Fri – Junior Sailing 
2 - Saturday - Leary Memorial Single Handed 
3   Sunday - MVYC Fall Series race 4 
9/10/11 Columbus Day  
        Sat/Sun - PYRC - Under the Guns (Dhalgren) 
        Sunday - MVYC Fall Series race 5 
16/17 Sat/Sun - PYRC Frostbite (Quantico) 
17 Sunday - MVYC Fall Series race 6 
24 Sunday - MVYC Fall Series make up  
30- 31 - Halloween - raft up? 
November 
6 - PYRC Capitol Frostbite (DISC) 
7 - Sunday - Chili Bowl Awards Dinner 5PM 
 
 TBA - End of Year Sail Fleet Meeting 

For information, contact: 
Suzanne Floyd (floydsd@aol.com or 780-3414) 

Ladies tank top .............................................$15 
Sweatshirt: Grey zippered ..............................$36 
 Navy/White crewneck ........................$25 
 Navy/Grey hooded .............................$36 
Polo shirt: Navy/White .................................$22 
 Sleeveless white.................................. $17 
Shorts .........................................................$10 
MVYC Burgee.............................................$35 
Dolphins Swim Team T-shirt ........................... $5 
Visor, white ................................................... $5 
Polartec jackets: Full zipper ...........................$55 
 Half zipper........................................$60 
Cup holders, each: ......................................... $3 
 set of 2.............................................. $5 

Wear the MVYC logo, and  
support the Swim Team! 

Ship’s Store 

MVYC  

Sales benefit the MVYC Swim Team. Items  
available at home Swim Meets and other events.  

The new drink koozies are here, the new drink koozies are here! 
Get ‘em while they’re hot … just $3 each, or two for $5. 
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2004 Leukemia 
Cup Regatta 
by Doug Borden and Greg Rehe 

Three sailboats from MVYC 
competed at the 11th annual Na-
tional Capital Area Leukemia 
Cup Regatta held September 11, 
2004.  

The morning promised a 
beautiful forecast: low humidity 
and temperatures in the mid-80's. 
What was not to like about that? 

Here’s what was not to like: a 
wind forecast of 4-8 knots from 
the northeast. That would not 
please sailors gathering for regis-
tration, donuts, coffee, and  pre-
race instructions at the Washing-
ton Sailing Marina, which hosts 
the annual regatta with support 
from our own Potomac Yacht Rac-
ing Club. 

After the skippers' meeting, 
boats ranging in length from 10 
to nearly 40 feet took to the wa-
ter. The smaller ones would race 
in the vicinity of Haines Point on 
the Upper Potomac, while the 
"big"  boats  ( the PHRF-
handicapped boats) would race in 
the area between the Wilson 
Bridge and National Airport. 

Starting in two divisions, the 
largest turnout of "big" boats seen 
in ages battled their way up- and 
down-current in light and vari-
able breezes. Some 32 or so boats 
would later be scored in four 

separate divisions - 2 spinnaker 
and 2 non-spinnaker. 

The first start caught several 
boats away from the line at their 
starting times because of the 
strong ebb current, and many 
boats did not reach the starting 
line for about 20 minutes. Also, 
many boats were required to ma-
neuver around the enormous 
amounts of flotsam and jetsam 
that formed long streaks all along 
the race course. Boats dodged 
stumps, plastic containers, tree 
branches and other "junk" as they 
slowly made their way around the 
course. 

This first race was character-
ized by spotty "zephyrs"; the "now 
you see it, now you don't" type, 
which allowed two boats sailing 
along side one another to move 
like the hare and the tortoise - 
one ahead a bit, then back a bit 
while the other moved up, and so 
forth.  

With the strong outflowing 
current of coffee-colored Potomac 
River water, skippers had to go 
well past the turning marks to 
ensure they could make clean 
roundings without being pushed 
onto the marks.   

The first race for the spinna-
ker boats was just over 3 miles in 
length, while the non-spinnaker 
boats sailed a shorter course. By 
starting at the same location, 
even 5 minutes apart, boats from 
each division sailed alongside one 

another as they all struggled in 
the light air. Because of the vaga-
ries of the breezes and the strong 
current which affected different 
boats in different ways, the Race 
Committee was challenged to 
note the finish times of the mix-
ture of boats from the two divi-
sions.   

While the last of the boats 
struggled to finish, the Race Com-
mittee mulled over the feasibility 
of running a second race. It was 
decided that a short race could be 
completed before it was time to 
head for the after-race party at 
the marina.   

A computer printout of the 
results was posted near the bev-
erage stand, thus ensuring most 
crews would notice them and stop 
to comment, complain, or smile.   

The Lymphoma-Leukemia 
Society organizes regattas 
throughout the United States to 
raise money for medical research 
to find better treatments and 
cures for lymphoma and leuke-
mia. This year's National Capital 
Area Leukemia Cup was a gigan-
tic success. The event raised more 
money this year than last year's 
$186,000 - an amazingly large 
amount of money from such a 
small undertaking! The funds are 
derived from entry fees, individ-
ual fund raisers, the silent auc-
tion of donated goods and ser-

(See Regatta on page 6) 

Waterfront  
   View 

John Leary, Marina  

Whaler To Get Facelift 
An MVYC member has volunteered to buy the 

Club’s 13-foot Boston Whaler, renovate and repower 
the ageing boat at no cost to the Club, and make it 

available for use in Club-sponsored events and as a 
general-purpose launch. The boat will be privately 
owned by the member, but it will remain available to 
MVYC members as in the past.  

At present, the Club does not own a working mo-
tor for the Whaler, so the boat gets only limited use. 
The Board of Trustees has tentatively approved the 
proposed arrangement because it will benefit Club 
members and reduce the Club’s expenses.  

For fairness, bids will be accepted from any MVYC 
member. Interested parties should contact Marina 
Chairman John Leary no later than 15 October 2004. 
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Membership 
  News 

Bart Hewitt,  
        Membership  

This is the first in a new series of incisive docu-
mentary essays about the many subtleties of Club life 
that must be tackled with extraordinary skill and di-
plomacy by your Membership ChairPerson (MCP).   

This one is about dues and fees. First off, let's all 
start thinking about next January, the month during 
which your MCP will be sending you bills for annual 
dues and fees. Thinking about it, are you? Not really? 
Well, that pretty much wraps it up for this subject. 
Next month: another incisive subtlety. 

Now its time to roll out the ol' MVYC Welcome 
Mat for some brand new members! According to my 
Membership Applicant Status spreadsheet here ... 
hmmmmm ... looks like nobody joined last month. 
Next month:  another incisive New Member Report. 

Well lookee here! We have a few membership an-
niversaries for October.  (Lessee - we minimize Word, 
double-click on Excel, bring up the Master Data Base, 
sort on Column A.)  OK, says here that David and 
Paula Givens joined in October of 1975, David and 
Beth Wells joined in 1981 as did Ted and Peggy Pear-
sall and Joyce Bracey. John and Judy Mitchell joined 
in 1983 along with Curt and Mary Jepson. Congratu-
lations to all of you! Next month:  another Anniver-
sary Report showing people who have been paying 
dues and fees for a very long time. 

(Now where'd I save that canned closing para-
graph? Oh yeah - in the MVYCDOCS directory in the 
WorkSavers subdirectory.  "Cut and paste saves time 
and waste.") 

So finally, friends, if you have any membership 
concerns, or a change of phone, address, E-mail, chil-
dren, boats, dogs, cats, guppies or whatever, give me a 
call at 703-799-0401 or E-mail me: 

hewitts.house@verizon.net. 

Chris and Lauren Bazel moved to Yacht Haven 
in September 2003, and have been working hard to 
settle in. Both are lovers of boats and the water, which 
is one of the reasons they came to Yacht Haven. Chris 
is a self-employed computer technician. When he is 
not keeping client networks up and running, he is do-
ing home-improvement projects. Lauren, a tax lobbyist 
with Ernst & Young, works in downtown DC. During 
her time at home, she is getting acquainted with the 
many plants in the garden and helping Chris with 
home projects. The couple’s Jack Russell terrier 
"Rosalita" enjoys the big yard, despite her adventure 
with a rabid raccoon and 45 days in quarantine. Stop 
and say hello to Chris & Lauren if you see them putter-
ing around the yard at 4321 Tarpon Lane (formerly 
Roy Avery's home). 

Karin & Ed Martinez were married in March 
2003 and moved into their home in Yacht Haven. Ed is 
from Alexandria and Karin from Silver Spring where 
she grew up. Their first child, Christopher, was born 
July 13, 2004 and soon became a member of MVYC.  

Karin is mostly a stay-at-home Mom, working part-
time at Barnes & Noble. Ed is a system engineer with 
Sparta, Inc. supporting the Missile Defense Agency 
Sensors Directorate. Ed is also a Lieutenant Com-
mander in the U.S. Navy Reserve, and is the Com-
manding Officer of the COMDESRON 6 detachment A 
unit in Allentown, PA. Karin and Ed moved to Yacht 
Haven because they knew it would be a good place to 
start their married life and raise a family.   

Karin has also joined the Yacht Haven Garden 
Club, and the couple is looking forward to active par-
ticipation in MVYC. 

New Members:  We would love to introduce you by publishing a few 
paragraphs describing your family. Please contact Marge Skelly 
(mmskelly@cox.nete or 703-360-8374) or Membership Chair Bart 
Hewitt (Hewitts.House@Verizon.net or 703-550-6023). 

New 
Member 
Spotlight 

vices, and individual and corporate 
contributions.   

In July, MVYC was the site for 
the pre-regatta dinner for all skip-
pers and crews to build enthusi-

asm and momentum for fund-
raising efforts leading up to the 
regatta. Although small in num-
ber, the MVYC contingent made 
its mark at the regatta and con-
tributed to yet another record-
setting year.   

MVYC was once again repre-
sented by Aphrodite, Windwatch, 
and Valkyrie at this important 
sailing event. Craig Baker crewed 
on Horizon (the winning spinnaker 

(From Regatta, page 5) 

(See Regatta on page 9) 
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CALL PAT! 
“The Boater’s Choice” 

 

REALTOR®  for 3 former Commodores 
MVYC member since 1982 

Multi-Million Dollar Producer 
Mount Vernon Specialist 

 

PAT HILL 
CRS, GRI 

 

Office: 703-960-8900 
Res: 703-360-4089 

Email: pat.hill@cox.net 

When:  Saturday, October 16th 

Time:   7:30 pm 
Who:    Adults only, please 
Where: MVYC Clubhouse 
Cost:    $25 per person 

Catering by Heidelberg Bakery (voted best in DC by the Washingtonian)- 
brats, kraut, potato salad, bread, and apple strudel-plus lots of German 
beer, wine, and soft drinks. Bristol Sounds will provide the DJ for hours of 
dancing and merrymaking! Prizes for best dressed, best steins, etc. 

Your check to MVYC is your reservation! Send your check by Wednesday,  
October 13th to  Zita Pojeta, 8726 Parry Lane, Alexandria, VA 22308 (703-780-3684). 

THIS JUST IN: SPECIAL EARLY-BIRD PRIZE DRAWING! TO QUALITY, MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATION BY TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5TH! SEE PAGE 3 FOR FULL DETAILS. 
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Oct 1& 8  
Waltz Line Dance Lesson 
Review Tennessee Twister 
Oct 15 
Review Waltz Line Dance 
Review Tennessee Twister 
Oct 22 
Mambo Shuffle Lesson 
Review Waltz Line Dance 
Review Tennessee Twister 
Nov 5 
Review Mambo Shuffle  
Review Waltz Line Dance 
Review Tennessee Twister  

As we look forward to the Commodore’s Ball 
on November 13th, join us for line dance lessons 
at TGIF’s in October and November. 

LET’S DANCE! 

Last January, we had a great turnout and requests to do it again. Anytime 4 or more folks would 
like to practice during the week, please call me. I have a year round dance floor in my garden. 

I am available afternoons and evenings, so… 

LET’S DANCE! 

Linda Marie Brown (703) 780-4137 

Singles  
Welcome! 

Lessons begin promptly at 8:30 PM. 
• Remember to wear leather-soled shoes 
• Dance instruction sheets will be provided 

Are you prepared for the financial burden of 
Long-Term Care expenses? 

 

 Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term 
Care Insurance From John Hancock For 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members 
 

 For a complimentary consultation or further information, 
please call Faisal Haq, Investment Advisor Representative 

 at (703) 287-7134. 
 

 Other Services Provided: 
 
 - Fee-based Financial Planning - Asset Management 
 - Products and Services for Estate Planning - Retirement Planning 
 - Life Insurance - Annuities 

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a Regis-
tered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insurance 
Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Bos-
ton, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03".     180-04162004-9036039 

Advertisement 
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“Angels In The Garden” 
Yacht Haven Garden Club invites you to celebrate Fall on 

Thursday, October 21, 2004, 10:00 a.m. 
at Fort Belvoir Officers’ Club 

 

Annual Fashion Show, Luncheon, 
Raffle & Silent Auction 

 
Tickets $25 per person 

Featuring the styles of Draper’s & Damon’s 
Ladies Fashions Since 1927 

Misses, Petite & Women’s sizes 

For reservations, please send checks made payable to Yacht Ha-
ven Garden Club by October 14th to: Wanda Ragland, 3023 Cun-
ningham Drive, Alexandria, VA 22309. For more information, 
please contact Linda McCormack (703-765-0509) 

Bring a friend … come and have fun! 
10 a.m. Social Hour (Cash Bar) 

11 a.m. Fashion Show 
12:15 p.m. Luncheon 

boat). 
The regatta raised $250,000, 

another record. Team Aphrodite 
rallied again this year in memory 
of their friend Tony Wassell, son of 
MVYC members Des and Ann 
Wassell, who was diagnosed with 
leukemia in 1993. Motivated by 
the memory of Tony, Team Aphro-
dite, skipper John Leary and crew 
Matt Rock, Chris Gillman and Bob 
Tierno, was the second highest 
fund-raising large boat crew at the 
regatta, raising over $5,000. In 
addition, Aphrodite garnered a 
third-place trophy in the non-
spinnaker division. 

Doug Borden in Windwatch 
with his crew son Doug, and sister, 
Barbara Craven, and Greg Rehe 
sailing his boat Valkyrie with crew 
Susan Rehe, Eric Rehe and fellow 
S2 7.9 sailor Ed Gibson, competed 
in the non-spinnaker and spinna-
ker divisions respectively. As part 

of his work for Team Valkyrie this 
year, 13-year-old Eric Rehe raised 
$290 dollars to contribute to the 
fight against leukemia, lymphoma, 
and other blood-related cancers. In 
addition to Tony, the MVYC crews 
were also motivated by the recent 
loss of MVYC member Ron Mlinar-
chik, and other club members, 
family and friends affected by 
these diseases. 

The sailors and supporters 
gathered at the after-race party 
were treated to greetings and com-
ments from Gary Jobson, a most 
admired and longtime sailor on the 
national and international scene, 
and as a reporter of sailing activi-
ties on ESPN who, himself, has 
been undergoing lengthy treat-
ment for leukemia. It was a dis-
tinct pleasure to see and chat with 
Gary, an international sailing icon. 
Gary was joined briefly by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, the Honorable Tommy 
Thompson, who stopped by on his 

way back into Washington from an 
out-of-town commitment. Secre-
tary Thompson made note of the 
importance of the event, passed on 
his thanks for the efforts which 
make this event so successful, and 
wished well to all within hearing. 

For at least two years now, the 
success of the Potomac Leukemia 
Cup event has even exceeded a 
similar Leukemia Cup event in 
Annapolis, MD, the "sailing capital 
of the world" according to some 
folks. Are we dedicated people or 
what? Despite the huge contribu-
tions to the national effort made by 
this local group of avid sailors and 
supporters in recent years, there is 
always the hope, and expectation, 
that next year will be even better. 
There is no doubt about the need 
for contributions to this most noble 
cause, this year and every year.  
Mark your calendar for the second 
weekend in September 2005 and 
plan to "be there". You'll be more 
than welcome. 

(From Regatta, page 6) 
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Halloween Bonfire and Potluck Party 

by Juliette Clark, Social Committee 
On Saturday, October 30th, you are invited by your pu-

trid party committee (Roy and Linda Gurnham, Lew Wet-
zel, Anna Diefendorf, Juliette Clark and Russell Poe) to at-
tend the first-ever Halloween and Bonfire Party! 

We will start the festivities at 6:00 PM, as dark begins 
to fall, welcoming spooks to the Point for abominable appe-
tizers, slimy salads, mangy main dishes, and disgusting 
desserts as can only be prepared by our Mutant MVYC 
Membership. 

All Mutants (kids and adults) are invited to wear cos-
tumes that bring out the monster inside for a crazy costume 
contest featuring really cheap prizes. Bring your carved 
Jack O’Lanterns. We’ll light them all up and judge the best 
in both kid and adult categories. Meaningless prizes will be 
awarded for this contest as well! 

Of course, for real atmosphere, no one can beat a roar-
ing bonfire. That will be organized by other than 1st Ser-
geant Russell “Pokey” Poe of the 17th Virginia Company F. 
Look for the Crazy Confederate next to the glowing flames. 

The Social Committee is providing the beer, soda, and 
mixers. Your only entrance fee is your potluck contribution. 
Families, bring a large dish in proportion to your family 
size. 

Museum Volunteers Wanted 
by Lew Wetzel 

Openings are available for docents at the 
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History — 
the one with the elephant, dinosaurs, and the 
new 30 million dollar Mammals Hall. 

Museum docents provide a living link be-
tween museum collections and the public. Do-
cents lead visitors toward a deeper under-
standing of museum artifacts and the history, 
people, and stories behind them.  

Museum staff members will teach you 
about the exhibits and how to deal with the 
public, show-and-tell style. The train-
ing normally takes place when kids are at 
school. Retirees are welcome. Teens have been 
known to work there during summers as col-
lege prep. 

For Mike and me, the only thing more en-
joyable than our combined 42 years as docents 
is our almost 40 years of membership in the 
MVYC, and that's saying a lot. So expand your 
friendships — challenge and develop your 
brain. Contact us for details: Lew and Mike 
Wetzel, 703-780-8889, or lewetzel@aol.com. 

Creepy 
Costume 
Contest 
For Adults 
and Kids 
(Costumes Optional) 

Putrid Potluck from  
       our Mutant  
                    Members 

Dervish Dancing  
around the Bonfire Questions? Call Juliette Clark at 703-360-9803 

Bonfire and Potluck 
Saturday, October 30th - On the Point 

6:00 PM - ? 

No RSVP 
No Charge 

Slimy Soda, 
Barf Bag Beer & 

Mangy Mixers 
Provided 

Jazzy Jack O’Lantern 
Contest 

(Original Designs Please) 
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We have two great parties coming up this month: 
Oktoberfest on Saturday, Oct. 16th and a Halloween 
Bonfire on the Point on Saturday, Oct. 30th. Also, 
coming up in November is the annual Commodore’s 
Ball on Saturday, Nov. 13th. 

The annual MVYC Oktoberfest — one of the club’s 
largest and most enjoyable parties — will be Saturday, 
October 16th at 7:30 p.m. We’re importing authentic 
German beer, and wine and soft drinks will also be 
available. Heidelberg Pastry Shop, the same place 
that caters events for the German Embassy, is provid-
ing the food, including brats, sauerkraut, potato salad, 
and apple strudel. We’ll also have a great DJ for danc-
ing and merrymaking! Bring your beer steins and wear 
your lederhosen, because there will be several catego-
ries of prizes. The cost is $25 per person. Make sure 
your check arrives by Wednesday, October 13th—your 
check is your reservation! Mail your checks to: Zita Po-
jeta, 8726 Parry Lane, Alexandria, VA 22308.   

This year, we have a reward for all members who 
send in their checks early. If your check is postmarked 
by Tuesday, October 5th, your name will be placed in a 
drawing for an EARLY BIRD PRIZE BASKET con-
taining German wines, beer, and other nice treats. 
Write that check today to be eligible for this great gift! 

We’re having a Halloween Bonfire on the 
Point on Saturday, October 30th at 6:00 pm.   Bring 
something to cook on the grills (charcoal will be pro-
vided), a pumpkin to carve, and a dish to share. There 
will be prizes for the best pumpkin carvings (no pat-
terns, please). Costumes are encouraged, especially 
for the kids. This event is for everyone in the club – 
young and mature alike – so come out and meet your 
fellow club members and their families and friends! 

Brush up your dancing shoes for the MVYC Com-
modore’s Ball on Saturday, November 13th. As in 
prior years, it will be held at the elegant Mount 
Vernon Country Club. You’ll receive a formal invita-
tion in the mail soon for this lovely annual event 
where the new MVYC Board will be installed, so get 
out your tuxedo or buy that new ball gown (and shoes 
and purse) soon! 

Hosts are needed for the weekly Friday-night par-
ties at the Clubhouse. Hosting a TGIF is a great way 
for new members to meet everyone in the club! If you 
are interested, please contact Marge Skelly (703-360-
8374 or mmskelly@cox.net). All adults are welcome 
— members and guests alike. Just bring a dish to 
share (entrée, side dish, or dessert), and whatever 
you’d like to drink, or you can purchase beer and so-
das at the club. 

See you all at the club! 

Revae Moran & Zita Pojeta  
               Social Committee  

In the 

Spirit 

After a two-month cruise up the eastern seaboard in their 
sailboat Paragon, Pam and Bob Beggan returned home in 
September to an impromptu welcome-back party on the 
Point. Bob claims they never ran aground during the entire 
cruise!  (Photo:  Russell Poe) 
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Sunday                  Monday              fMVYC Club Calendar – October 2004p         Friday               Saturday 
Sept 26 
 
Sail Fleet- Fall Fling 
Regatta (Races 2 & 3) 

Sept 27 Sept 28 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

Sept 29 
 
 
 
  7 pm – Yoga 

Sept 30 1 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

2 
 
Sail Fleet-  
John Leary , Sr 
Memorial Race 

3 
 
Sail Fleet – Fall Race 4  
 
 
 

4 
 
 
7:30 pm – Social 
Committee mtg 

5 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
  7:30 pm – Yoga 
(note new time) 

7  
am- Garden Club 
 
8 pm – 
Membership 
Meeting 

8 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

9 
 
All Day–Private 
party in Clubhouse 

10 
 
Sail Fleet – Fall Race 5 

11 
 
Columbus Day 
(observed) 
 
7:30 pm - Bridge 
                Group 

12 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
  No Yoga class 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
  
   7 pm - TGIF 

16 
7:30 pm – 
Oktoberfest! 

     
17 
 
Sail Fleet – Fall Race 6 

18 
 
 
 
7:30 pm - 
Board Mtg 

19 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

20 
 
 
 
  7:30 pm – Yoga 

21 
 
 
7 pm - 
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Mtg 

22 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

23 
 
 
Eve – Private party 
    in the Clubhouse 

24 
 
Sail Fleet – Fall Make-
up Race (if needed) 
 

25 26 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
  7:30 pm - Yoga 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

30 
 
6 pm – Halloween 
Bonfire-the Point   

     
November 2004 

31 
Halloween 

          

1 
 
 
7:30 pm – Social 
Committee mtg 

2 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

3 
 
 
  7:30 pm – Yoga 
(If sufficient 
interest in Oct.) 

4 
am- Garden Club 
 
8 pm – 
Membership 
Meeting 

5 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
5 pm-Sail Fleet–Chili 
Bowl Awards Dinner 

 8 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm - Bridge 
                Group 

 9 
 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:30 pm – Yoga 
 

11 
 
Veteran’s Day 

12 
 
 
 
 
  
   7 pm - TGIF 

13  Private party 
 
Commodore’s 

Ball 
14 15 

 
 
 
7:30 pm - 
Board Mtg 

16 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
  7:30 pm – Yoga 
 

18 
 
 
7 pm - 
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Mtg 

19 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 22 23 
 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
  7:30 pm - Yoga 

25 
    Thanksgiving 

           

26 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm - TGIF 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 
 
7:30 pm – Social 
Committee mtg 

30 
 
Eve-Clubhouse 
closed for 
cleaning 
 

Dec 1 
 
 
 
  7 pm - Yoga 

Dec 2 
 
8 pm – 
Membership 
Meeting 

Dec 3 
 
 
 
    7 pm - TGIF 

Dec 4 
 
 
 
 
 

 


