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Boating
Season
Begins!
by Jacque Knight
AcuWeather's forecast of
steady, cold rain on Sunday, May 2
was mercifully off by 24 hours, and
once again the MVYC Commissioning Day astonished all who
attended with glorious sunshine
and balmy, beautiful skies.
Long-time member Art Smith
said in 30 years, he remembers
just one event having to be held
inside the Clubhouse.
The Commissioning Day Committee had contingency plans to set up inside at 1 p.m. But clouds kept
clearing, and the 48th annual celebration continued
in an especially joyful and thankful mood this year.
The Mount Vernon High School rowing team under Coach Maria Mahaffey cell-phoned from Fort Belvoir at 1:40 and within minutes was in view of the
Point. At 1:55, they rowed into the MVYC floating
dock announced by Master of Ceremonies and Past
Commodore Stuart Matthews. After the ceremonies,
they demonstrated their rowing shell and rowing machines.

Separated at birth? One of these men is District Supervisor
Gerry Hyland, and the other is Steve Winkler. We think Steve
is the one wearing the MVYC shirt. (Photo: Russell Poe)

Commodore Jim Hamrick welcomed the crowd of
about 250, who came dressed in blue and white despite the forecast.
Twenty-five Mount Vernon Community Band
members played a variety of patriotic and nautical
(Continued on page 4)

No Membership Meetings in
June, July or August
Next Board Meeting: 21 June 7:30pm
Next Membership Meeting: 2 September 8pm
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Chairman Jerry Connolly of the Fairfax Board of Supervisors
was among our honored guests. (Photo: George Holthaus)
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BEACON OPT-OUT INITIATIVE PASSES
At last month’s Membership Meeting, the Club
voted to give individual members the right to suspend
delivery of paper copies of The Beacon as a way to reduce the Club’s expenses and conserve resources.
Here’s what it means for you, dear reader:
If you do nothing, you will continue to receive The
Beacon on paper — just like always.
But if you prefer to read The Beacon online, or if
you prefer to print your own paper copy in color, you
can fill out a simple email form and reduce the Club’s
annual operating expenses by $24. If enough members do that, we’ll save a significant sum each year.
At press time, Webmaster Mark Thompson and I
were still ironing out the details of exactly how to post
the “Opt-Out Form” on the Club’s web site. If you
click the link for The Beacon, you’ll probably find instructions that tell you exactly what to do. Or, see
next month’s issue for all of the details.
Each month, we’ll send you an email so you’ll
know the new issue has been published. Then, you
can visit the web site at your leisure.
And of course, you can go back to paper delivery
any time you want. We aim to please!
Obviously, even though we save money when people read online, we want our members to choose
whichever format suits them best. Whether it’s paper
or plastic, the important thing is that people read it.
But we’ll be working to get the word out that members who don’t use the paper copy are no longer obligated to receive it.
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MEMBER PHOTO GALLERY
Okay, so you met a nice couple at an MVYC social
event; you participated in an engaging and lively discussion; then, twenty minutes later, you drew a complete blank on their names.
Or, you read an article in The Beacon about someone you think you know, but you’re not certain.
Don’t you hate that? Sure you do. That’s why
MVYC is working on a new-and-improved Member
Photo Gallery for the Club’s web site.
The new photo gallery will be a single web page
with photos of as many members as we can gather.
Each photo will include the names of the members.
(The gallery will be in a password-protected page accessible only to MVYC members.)
Got a face/need a name? Scan the photos until
you find it. Got a name/need a face? The photos are
listed alphabetically. Nothing could be simpler.
So far, the gallery includes about 80 photos —
nearly a third of the Club. That’s a wonderful start.
The more we get, the more useful it will be. We are
also going to start asking new members for photos as
part of the regular interview process.
If your picture isn’t in the gallery, let’s get one!
If you have a favorite, email it to Webmaster
Mark Thompson (webmaster@MountVernonYacht
Club.com). Or, find a picture of yourself on the Club’s
web site and tell Mark which one to use.
If you don’t “do” computers, just contact Mark, or
any member of the Board and we’ll arrange to take
your picture. Better still, track down Beacon Photographers George Holthaus or Russell Poe at a social
event and ask them to take your picture for the gallery.
Hopefully, this Member Photo Gallery will be another way that technology brings people together!

Floating Debris — Leave It Be!
When you see logs, lumber or other debris floating
in the marina, please don’t haul it onto the grass or
piers.
MVYC veterans remember back when lawn maintenance crews would remove the stuff, but that practice ended years ago. Now, logs hauled up on land
just sit there looking awful, creating trip hazards, and
attracting critters.
Anything that floated into the marina will eventually float away on an outgoing tide. If you are in a
hurry to see it go, try towing it out into the channel.
You could also haul it up by the fire pit to use as
firewood, or place it in a dumpster. But please don’t
leave piles of debris lying around our beautiful marina!
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The Bosun’s
Whistle

MVYC Makes Donation To Support
MVHS Rowing Team
Mount Vernon Yacht Club has made a donation of
$500 to help support the new Mount Vernon High
School rowing team.

Jim Hamrick, Commodore
Commissioning Day weather turned out to be nice
despite the dire forecasts. Jacque Knight and her
committee did their usual outstanding job of arranging for the color guard, drill team, Mt. Vernon High
School crew team, and dignitaries. The day was a
great season-opening event.
The May membership meeting was well-attended.
Thanks go to member Gene Diotalevi, who arranged
for the Coast Guard, the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources Police, and the Fairfax County Marine Police to discuss boating regulations on the upper
Potomac River.

… The Contractor Addendum
will be required for all contractors who perform work for
members on Club property ...
The Coast Guard will assume the lead in enforcing boating safety regulations from the 301-bridge
north. However, Maryland, Virginia and D.C. regulations still apply, so boaters should familiarize them-

MOTHER’S DAY TEA - May 8th was ladies’ day at MVYC.
Mothers and daughters were greeted in the ballroom by
hostess Pam Beggan, whose committee provided the customary tea, cookies and cakes. Here, three generations of
Beggans enjoy the festivities: Blair Kelly, Pam Beggan and
Grace Kelly. (Photo: George Holthaus)
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We are glad to welcome them and this new water sport
for young people in our community.
Rowing is, admittedly, an expensive sport. A new 4person shell can fetch $20,000 or more, and even a set
of oars can cost thousands of dollars. If you are interested in helping to support the team, please contact
the Mount Vernon Crew Boosters. All donations are
fully tax-deductible.
Contact: Jim Thiel
President, Mount Vernon Crew Boosters
3002 Cunningham Dr., Alexandria, VA 22309
703.799.0582

selves with the requirements of all jurisdictions they
plan to visit.
We have had discussions at past meetings concerning using the Web site to distribute critical club
information. Chris Ruckman presented a motion that
will allow members to begin receiving notices, the
Beacon, and other important information electronically. This could save the Club significant money each
year. See Chris’ article for a more complete review of
the “Opt Out Plan”. The plan was passed by the membership and goes into practice next month.
The Board of Directors has also been working on a
Contractor Addendum similar to the one we require
for caterers. This document will be required for all
contractors who perform work for the Club or for
members on Club property. The document is now
available on the Web site, and is easily downloaded. It
is the responsibility of the member to insure that any
contractor working for them has the document signed
and that the contractor furnish the Club with a certificate of insurance.
Thanks to Jim Borches, the pool is level for the
first time in memory, and we do not need to worry
about the water spilling over the back deck. The baby
pool has been repaired, meets County Code, and has a
new white coat liner. We all need to thank Jim for
serving as Pool Chairman for three years, and agreeing to tackle the demanding job of restoring the pool.
As usual, we have suspended membership meetings for the summer months of June, July, and August. I want to wish everyone a safe and happy summer and boating season.
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songs, including the Beatles' "Yellow Submarine."
Father Chuck McCoart of Good Shepherd Catholic
Church offered the invocation and blessing of the
fleet, giving thanks for the beautiful Potomac River
and the opportunities to enjoy and share.

Athletes from the newly formed Mount Vernon High School
Rowing Team made an appearance to help publicize their
sport and generate interest among MVYC members. (Photo:

George Holthaus)

along with Bob and Ann Smolinsky’s sailboat “Dogue
Days.”
Susan Rehe and Annette Diotalevi enjoy the ceremonies.
Past Commodores in attendance were Roy Avery,
(Photo: Russell Poe)
John Galloway, John Ichter, John Mitchell, Ted PearState Senator Emeritus Joseph Gartlan urged sall, Ben Pogue, Jerry Skelly, and Master of CeremoMVYC boaters to support environmental issues of nies Matthews.
The Coast Guard Color Guard and Drill Team perconcern to the maintenance of the Chesapeake Bay.
"Boaters of today must make sure the Chesapeake is formed with their usual precision, a poignant reprotected for the boaters of tomorrow," said the vet- minder this year of fine young Americans who serve
our country.
eran legislator.
John Ichter and John
Representing the 134
Leary presided over the
other yacht clubs in the
club bell and cannon.
Chesapeake Bay Yacht
Clubs Association, Coles
Ed Knight led the
Marsh of Annapolis and
Mount Vernon Singers who
the Maryland Legislative
led the singing of the Nadirector, noted that MVYC
tional
Anthem
and
was the 19th club to join
"America."
Singers were
CBYCA in 1961.
Pam
Beggan,
Judy
McCarthy, Judy Mitchell,
Gerry Connolly, the
Lou Wetzel, Bart and Evenew chairman of the Fairlyn Hewitt, Susan Fitzgerfax County Board of Suald, Linda Gurnham and
pervisors, said, "I was told
Ted Pearsall. Delegate
to be sure to come to this
Amundson even joined the
event because it is a really Board members were all decked out in blue and white.
group with her lilting sogood one. Whoever said (Photo: Russell Poe)
prano.
that was right. I'm glad I
came."
At 9 a.m., the Burke’s dinghy, now a permanent
Also on hand again this year with their congratu- part of Commissioning Day, was set up for ice duty by
lations and best wishes for a great season were State Brian Burke, Royce Radeline, and Greg and Eric
Senator Toddy Puller, Delegate Kris Amundson, Su- Rehe. The iceman, David Miskimens, brought 300
pervisor Gerry Hyland, Lt. Clifford Gates of the Coast pounds from Safeway in his bright red truck. Greg
Guard Auxiliary, and Steve Selby of the Fairfax and Eric enlisted everyone around to help with chillCounty Marine Patrol. The Fairfax County Fire De- ing 48 bottles of champagne, beer, sodas and water.
partment also sent representatives.
Neal Beggan and David Donnock carried coolWinners of the boat decorating contests were Jim
(Continued on page 5)
and Virginia Nelson’s powerboat "Dawn Treader"
The Beacon
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ers to sites near the
Coast Guard bus and
the band setup. No
tents were set up due
to windy gusts that
could have carried
them into the Potomac. Lou Wetzel took
charge of the sound
system setup.
Hospitality chairman Susan Rehe,
who orders and procures all of the liquid
refreshments
for
Commissioning Day,
reports that Joan
Jones, in her beautiThe Mount Vernon Community Band ful nautical blazer,
was on hand to provide music.
was once again a
(Photo: George Holthaus)
fabulous help with
organizing, serving,
and clean-up. New members Joe Wahler and Lynn
Levine, as well as Jane Dellinger were wonderful
champagne poppers and pourers. Others who helped
with this task were Claudia Gordon and Bill Gard.
Eric Rehe and new member Gregory Wahler carried sandwiches from the Clubhouse kitchen (via
Costco) and helped put away the dinghy.
Other Commissioning Committee members included the following: Ernie Duray, parking set up;
Roy Gurnham, Margaret Mayer and Neal Beggan,
greeters; Jerri Pogue and Gale Johnson, nametag table; and working on setup were Jim Borches, new
members Ann and John Doere, Steve Donnock, John
Galloway, Mario Gomez, Al Grande, Ron Jones, Don
and Connie Niebuhr, Jim and Virginia Nelson, Russell Poe, Tom Pojeta, and Jack Saunders.

The United States Coast Guard Honor Guard raises the flag
at MVYC as the band plays the National Anthem. (Photo:

George Holthaus)
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Susanna Moreno printed the programs again this
year.
MV High School rowers were coxswain Sarah
Jones, Jeff Pearson, Aston Williams, Chris McCormick, Derrick Theil, David Jones, Katy McCormick,
Meagan McAllister and Robert Reynolds. Rowers who
helped with a slide show and demonstrated rowing
machines after the ceremony were Kelly Rushton,
Ben Lewis, Kathleen Lehner, Zach McNeil and Sara
Brandt-Vorel.

Commissioning Day—a treat for members of all ages.

(Photo: Russell Poe)

Jacque Knight accepted a beautiful bouquet of
red, white and blue flowers from the MVYC board and
had nothing but praise for her outstanding, efficient
Commissioning Day committee — and the weather!
She adds that it is time to start thinking, planning
and trusting for sunny skies on May 1, 2005!

Former Commodore Stuart Matthews and Commodore Jim
Hamrick present Jacque Knight with roses to recognize her
efforts on Commissioning Day. (Photo: George Holthaus)
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Date:
Time:
Dress:
Who:
Where:
Cost:

Saturday, June 12th
7 pm
Hawaiian (or just casual)
Adults only
MVYC clubhouse
$20 per person

Join us to welcome our new members!
Fabulous BBQ from Rocklands, beer, wine, soda, and exotic island punches!
RSVP to Madeline or Jack O’Malley by Tuesday, June 8th
Call them at (703) 704-9101 or email them at jomalley1@cox.net
Send your check to 9205 Volunteer Drive, Alexandria, VA 22309.
Þ YOUR CHECK MUST BE RECEIVED BY TUESDAY, JUNE 8th TO ATTEND

CALL PAT!
“The Boater’s Choice”
REALTOR® for 3 former Commodores
MVYC member since 1982
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Mount Vernon Specialist

PAT HILL
CRS, GRI
Office: 703-960-8900
Res: 703-360-4089
Email: pat.hill@cox.net

The Beacon
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The Wit:

Membership
News
Bart Hewitt,
Membership
The Wit:
Crank'um:
The Wit:
Crank'um:

ZZZZZ.
Hi, Mister Old Person. You asleep?
ZZzzpft ... snork ... whazza ...
You gotta wake up, Mister Old Person.
You're not allowed to sleep. You're the
Membership Chair. You gotta invoice all
those nice people.
The Wit:
Well, it's been kinda slow lately. Just
about everybody's paid up, membership's
at 225, and with five new applicant families posted, we could easily reach our cap
at 230 members soon. Now, if you'll excuse me I'll just ... mfffll zzzzZZ.
Crank'um: HEY ... Wrinklestiltskin !!! Oops - sorry,
Mister Old Person. But I think you gotta
wake up and get ready for the New Member Luau, don'tcha?

New
Member
Spotlight
New Members: We would love to introduce you by publishing a few
paragraphs describing your family. Please contact Marge Skelly
(mmskelly@juno.com or 703-360-8374) or Membership Chair Bart
Hewitt (Hewitts.House@Verizon.net or 703-550-6023).

Holly and Woody Evans recently moved to the
Mount Vernon area from the Del Ray section of Alexandria. Currently, they live in Woodlawn Manor with
their two children, Anna (age 5) and Will (age 3).
Woody works for Beazer Homes as a Customer Service Superintendent. Holly is Director of Environmental Programs & Business Development for the
Electronic Industries Alliance.
The Evans family looks forward to the year- round
social activities at the club and to being a part of the
vital community at MVYC.
The Beacon
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Crank'um:
The Wit:
Crank'um:
The Wit:

Crank'um:
The Wit:

Crank'um:
The Wit:

ZZzzt. Urp. Well, sorta. We welcomed four
brand new members last month - Woody
and Holly Evans, Jerry and Petra Gray,
John and Ann Doerr, and Alex and Christine Stavropoulos. All great folks! We'll
make a fuss over them and the other new
members who joined this year. June 12th.
Lotsa fun. Yessirree, June 12th. Have you
made your reservation?
Uh, I need a reservation?
Yes, you need ... (sigh).
Um,
And speaking of longevity, I'll bet you
can't name five folks who've been members for 20 years or more.
Uh, no, but ...
Well, Chuck and Anita Manka just hit 20
years, Don and Norma Vogt hit 21 years,
Dave and Gloria Curry (Mr. & Mrs. Beer
Fairy) just hit 24 years, Jerry and Marge
Skelly hit 27 years, and Ebba Jo Spettel
(bless her heart) has been in MVYC for 33
years! Isn't that amazing?
Uh, well I guess so, but ...
zzzZZZZzzzz ...

JOHN AND ANN DOERR settled in Old Town,
Alexandria when they were married in 1992. After
much planning, they set off in 1997 to explore the Intercostal Waterway on their Tayana 37". The cruise
ended in Naples Florida, where they lived until 2003
when they returned to the Alexandria area.
John is retired from a career in corporate real estate law. He taught sailing at the Annapolis Sailing
School for five years and holds a U.S. Coast Guard
Master's license. John has two daughters, Jennifer
who is a mother and homemaker in Bernardsville,
N.J., and Julie who lives in Chapel Hill, N.C. and
plans to attend the London Business School in the
fall.
Ann is retired from a career in lobbying and policy
analysis with a focus on high definition television.
She is currently preparing to become a teacher of
English for speakers of other languages in Fairfax
County schools. Ann has one daughter, Melissa, who
lives in New York where she works for the “Open Society Institute.”
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Seven Applications Posted
by Bart Hewitt, Membership Chair
Pursuant to Article XV, Section 2(c), The Bylaws
of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club, Amended October 3,
2002, the following applications for membership have
been posted. Each family may be offered a membership as openings become available.
Woody and Holly Evans
9040 Patton Blvd, Alexandria, VA 22309
John and Ann Doerr
4205 Dandridge Terr., Alexandria, VA 22309
Gerald and Petra Gray
33 W. Del Ray Ave., Alexandria, VA 22301
Alexander and Christine Stavropoulos
7915 Wellington Rd., Alexandria, VA 22308
Gary and Betty Jean Hall
4113 Scotland Rd., Alexandria, VA 22309
Stefan and Linda Tahmassebi
3117 Woodland Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309
Steven Jones
4008 Javins Drive, Alexandria, VA 22310

Lightning Strike
Damages Boat
by George Holthaus
Most boaters regard their home port as a safe haven for their vessel.
However, home recently became a dangerous
berth for a 25-foot sailboat owned by Heather
McCarthy, daughter of members Pat and June
McCarthy.
Heather stores her boat in a lift on Dogue Creek
not far from MVYC. During an electrical storm in
early May, lightning struck the vessel and started a
fire in the boat’s cabin.
The flames were visible across Dogue Creek Bay.
Onlookers called the Fairfax County Fire Department, and firefighters quenched the flames using garden hoses since they were so far away from the nearest hydrant.
The fire caused considerable damage to the interior and exterior of the boat. A marine survey will be
performed to determine the full extent of the damage,
including smoke and water damage.

Advertisement

Are you prepared for the financial burden of
Long-Term Care expenses?

Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term
Care Insurance From John Hancock For
Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members
For a complimentary consultation or further information,
please call Faisal Haq, Investment Advisor Representative
at (703) 287-7134.
Other Services Provided:
- Fee-based

Financial Planning
- Products and Services for Estate Planning
- Life Insurance

- Asset Management
- Retirement Planning
- Annuities

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insurance
Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03". 180-04162004-9036039
The Beacon
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Power Fleet
News

David Miskimens,
Power Fleet
Captain

May was a busy month for boaters this year at
MVYC. We started off with our safety picnic on May
1st and what a great turn out! Our friends from the
Coast Guard Auxiliary team were busy providing
courtesy inspections to over 20 boats this year. We
also had a bigger showing at the swap meet. There
were literally truckloads of marine treasures that
changed hands that morning. Shortly after noon, Angie and Zita treated everyone to some tasty hot dogs
and Diane Wilson brought some delicious cream puffs
for dessert. All in all, it was a great day!
We had a great turn out for the vessel portrait
event too. This was a new event, thanks to the creative thinking of Jim Borches and the cooperation of
others. It started around 9am, Sunday morning on
Mothers Day. It was a warm and sunny day with a
slight breeze from the south. The camera boat was positioned approximately 500 yards off the Virginia
shore near George Washington’s house at Mount
Vernon. Everyone had a lot of fun coordinating with

each other over the VHF radio while they were getting into position. We had nearly 20 power and sail
fleet vessels parade through to get their picture
taken.
Take a look at the first cut of over 120 proof shots
on the MVYC website. Pick the one(s) you like and we
will get you a print. Our plan is to create gallery of
our fleet photos and display them in the clubhouse.
Many of you that missed this event have express interest in a “make up” session, so we will pick a nice

Jim Borches pilots Imagine past the Mount Vernon mansion
during the Photo-Boato Cruise. Among the lessons learned:
the Photographer’s Vessel needs a separate radio operator,
plus a galley slave to serve coffee and donuts while Dave
and Angie work the cameras. (Photo: David Miskimens)

morning sometime in June to do this
again.
Hopefully, by now many of you have
signed up for the PYRCA Float In at
Crisfield this year on July 16th. I’ll be
collecting names from Ed Zebrowski (our
PYRCA coordinator) to plan the cruise to
this event. We are leaving a day earlier
to make a fun trip out of it. Please join us
if you can!

PRYCA FLOAT-IN 2004
Anyone interested in obtaining info about this
glorious event at Somers Cove Marina, Crisfield, Md, July 16-19,
send your email address
to:
ezebrow@aol.com
The Beacon
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MVYC
Ship’s Store
Wear the MVYC logo, and
support the Swim Team!
Sales benefit the MVYC Swim Team. Items
available at home Swim Meets and other events.

Jun 5 & 6
Jun 12 & 13
Jun 19 & 20
Jun 26 & 27

Chuck Manka, 703-768-0852
Tom Kline, 7360-3264
Ernie Dauray, 703-683-2092
David Futrell, 703-969-6175

Jul 3 & 4
Jul 10 & 11
Jul 17 & 18
Jul 24 & 25

Des Wassell*, 703-780-7818
Karl Lady, 703-780-5150
Bill Gard, 7360-0450
Dave Lohman, 703-360-5292

Jul 31/Aug 1
Aug 7 & 8
Aug 14 & 15
Aug 21 & 22
Aug 28 & 29

Richard Diefendorf, 703-780-1517
Hal Henegar, 703-360-5887
Nick Meletis, 703-495-9160
Patrick McCarthy, 703-360-7688
Glenn Whited, 703-799-0293

Sep 4 & 5
Sep 11 & 12
Sep 18 & 19
Sep 25 & 26

Ross Cox, 703-799-6519
Dick Lally, 703-780-7229
Ted Pearsall*, 703-360-0483
Jim Nelson*, 703-780-8668

Oct 2 & 3
Oct 9 & 10
Oct 16 & 17
Oct 3 & 24

Ladies tank top............................................. $15
Sweatshirt: Grey zippered.............................. $36
Navy/White crewneck ........................ $25
Navy/Grey hooded............................. $36
Polo shirt: Navy/White ................................ $22
Sleeveless white ..................................$17
Shorts ........................................................ $10
MVYC Burgee ............................................ $35
Dolphins Swim Team T-shirt ...........................$5
Visor, white ...................................................$5
Polartec jackets: Full zipper .......................... $55
Half zipper ....................................... $60
Cup holders, each: ................................... $2.50
set of 6 ............................................ $12
For information, contact:
Suzanne Floyd (floydsd@aol.com or 780-3414)

2004 Fuel Dock
Attendants
NOTE: If unable to work on your assigned dates,
immediately contact any of the other attendants on
the list, and together agree on a swap date. Most
members are willing to swap duty dates if they are
given a reasonable period of time to adjust their
schedules. In the unlikely event you are unsuccessful
in arranging a swap, call one of the alternates listed
below.
Remember, if you are unable to work your assigned shift for any reason, it is your responsibility to
find a replacement, and to notify Al Grande (703-7801496 or AGrandemp@aol.com) of any changes or
swaps.
REVISED 04-15-04
ALTERNATES

Kyle Fugate, 703- 619-7082
Jack Ferris, 703-780-1035
Jim Lake, 703-768-1116
Charlie Thompson, 703-922-5856
Mitch Mutnick*, 703-644-3030 Jim Nelson*, 703-780-8668
Joe Zuk, 703-789-4470
Peter Baldwin*, 703-799-6584
Al Grande*, 703-780-1496
Kevin Garden, 703-780-8644
Tom Pojeta*, 703-780-3684
Chuck Downey, 703-360-2993

Jerry Skelly, 703-360-8212
Des Wassell*, 703-780-7818
Jack Sanders, 703-799-6624
Neal Beggan, 703-887-6509
Bart Hewett*, 703-799-0401
Joe Fitzgerald, 703-780-2815
Stuart Vickery, 703-360-0046
Ian MacSpadden, 703-360-8008

* KEY-HOLDERS
The Beacon
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In the
Spirit
Revae Moran & Zita Pojeta
Social Committee
Once again, Jacque Knight, Susan Rehe, and
their entire committee put on a wonderful Commissioning Day celebration on the Point. Everyone’s
prayers for good weather were answered despite the
dark clouds, and it was a fantastic event. Local dignitaries including State Senator Toddy Puller, State
Representative Kris Amundsen, Mt. Vernon Supervisor Gerry Hyland and Supervisor Chairman Gerry
Connolly all turned out for the ceremony. A great
kick-off for the 2004 boating season!
Pam and Blair Beggan continued their
mother/daughter tradition of hosting the Mother’s
Day Tea on Saturday, May 8th with the assistance of
many members. More than 80 lovely ladies attended
the event, including several sweet young ladies wearing
their spring finest. The table settings and tea pots—all
provided by members—were the most gorgeous ever
and the food, as usual, was fabulous. See the pictures
on the MVYC website to peak in on the fun!
Marge Skelly continues her efforts to make sure
that the club has a great party every week at the Friday TGIF parties at 7 pm. She is in dire need of hosts
for the summer, so please contact her at (703) 360-8374
or mmskelly@juno.com if you are interested. These are
easy parties to put on and a great way for new members to get involved in MVYC activities and meet other

members. If you are new, Marge will pair you up with
experienced members who will show you the ropes.
Many thanks also to Juliette Clark for arranging the monthly all-member potlucks. Throughout the
summer, these will now be monthly SPLASH parties by the pool. No one has to host the party – just
show up so that a head count can be obtained and
pizza ordered. These parties are great fun for kids
and adults alike, and another great way for new
members to get acquainted. Everyone is welcome,
with or without kids! If there is sufficient interest, we
will play pool games such as volleyball. The next two
splash parties are scheduled for Saturday, June 26th
and Saturday, July 31st!
Mark your calendar now for the Newcomer’s
Luau on Saturday, June 12th at 7 pm!
Madeline O’Malley and her committee have put
together plans for a spectacular party complete with
appetizers, wonderful barbeque from Rocklands
(mouth-watering chicken, ribs, brisket, cornbread,
baked beans, coleslaw, pasta salad, and green beans)
tropical punches, beer, wine, and soda - all for only
$20 per person! The party will, weather permitting,
be held poolside, so don your favorite Hawaiian shirt
or grass skirt and head over to the Club to meet and
greet our new members! You must send your check in
by Tuesday, June 8th in order to attend, so see the
flyer on page 6 for details.
The Swim Team is sponsoring the 4th of July festivities again this year, including the traditional
softball game, kids games in the pool, hot dog dinners, and picnicking on the Point. See the flyer in the
Beacon for details. The 4th falls on a Sunday, with a
holiday on Monday, so you’ll have plenty of time to
recover from this year’s activities!
See the calendar on the next page for a complete
listing of MVYC events during June and July. It’s going to be a busy summer, so check the schedule and
make your plans to attend some or all of these events
now. See you at the Club!

To all my friends and fellow members at MVYC,

This is one of the last shots of the “old” Russell Poe before he shaved off the beard and mustache! But even
without the facial hair, he’s the same old loveable Uncle
Pokey. (Photo: Whoever was holding Russell’s camera

Thank you very kindly for helping to celebrate the
birthday of my son, Russell Poe, at the Point on May
20th, 2004.
It is a birthday he shall long remember for your fellowship, goodwill and friendship. We sincerely appreciate your attendance and your sharing his birthday with
him.
In sincere appreciation, God Bless …
Norma Jean Poe

at the time.)
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JUNE 2003
1

Sail Fleet-Race 2

2
4 pm-Swim Team
Practice M-F
(thru 6/23)

3

4

5

9

2 to 6 pm –
Private Party at
Clubhouse

7

6 pm-Swim Team
time trials - MVCC

Sail Fleet –
Spring Fling
Regatta (PYRC)
Races 3 & 4

9 am–Garden Club
NO Membership
Mtgs ‘til Sept.

7:30 pm-Social
Committee Mtg
8

6

7 pm-TGIF

12

10

11

Eve-Clubhouse
closed for cleaning

5:30 Cub Scout
BBQ on the point

13

14
9 am- Swim Meet at
Westwood CC

6pm-Swim Team
Pizza Party at pool

7 pm-TGIF
15

16

17

18

20

19

21
9 am-Swim Meet at
International CC

Sail Fleet-Race 5
Power FleetPoker Run to
Tim’s Rivershore

7 pm-Coast Guard
Auxiliary Mtg

Eve-Clubhouse
closed for cleaning

22

23

Sail Fleet-Race 6

AM Swim Team
Practice Begins

24

25

7 pm-TGIF

26

7 pm-Newcomer’s
Party

27

6 pm–Family Pool
Night
28
9 am-Swim Meet at
Fairfax CC

Eve-Clubhouse
closed for cleaning

Power Fleet-Raft-up

7 pm-Board Mtg

7 pm-TGIF

6 pm-Family Pool
Night
Movie on the Point

JULY 2003
JUNE 29

JUNE 30

1

2

7

4

5

9 am–Garden Club

4TH OF JULY
FESTIVITIES
ALL DAY AT
THE CLUB!

9 am- Swim Meet at

Power Fleet-Red,
White & Blue
Parade of Lights

7:30 pm-Social
Committee Mtg
6

3

8

9

10

11

Power Fleet-Raft-up

7 pm TGIF
14

9 am-Swim Team
Relay Carnival at
Westwood CC

15
8:30 am – Swim
Team Trip to
King’s Dominion

16

17
6 pm–Parents vs.
Kids Swim Meet
7 pm-Coast Guard
Auxiliary Mtg

Eve-Clubhouse
closed for cleaning

18

21

22

23

6 pm-Swim Team
Banquet

5:30 pm-Swim Meet

7 pm-Board Mtg
27

28

24

Eve-Clubhouse
closed for cleaning
29

30

6 pm–Family Pool
Night
19
9 am- Swim Meet at

PRYCA Float-in at
Ft. Washington
(all weekend)

7 pm TGIF
20

6 pm–Family Pool
Night
12
9 am- Swim Meet at
Springfield CC

Eve-Clubhouse
closed for cleaning

13

MVYC

25

MVYC
11 am to 6 pm–
Private Party
6 pm–Family Pool
Night
26
9 am- All-Stars at
Springfield CC

7 pm TGIF

6 pm-Family Pool
Night

31

10 am- All-Stars at
Westwood CC
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