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On Your
Mark
Juliette Clark, Swim
Team
Representative

MAY 2009
Things have been bustling down at the pool, and we don’t even have it filled
with water yet. Thanks to the efforts of Alexi Stavropoulos, the tile, lights,
drains, and white coat are all getting a major face lift. Some major scrubbing
was done to the pool chairs on Spring Clean Up Day, and thanks to Jim Borches, we will have refurbished umbrellas. We also had a successful pool
clean-up day, where members of the swim team focused on cleaning out the
pool office. Things will be sparkling for opening weekend, and the Dolphins
will have a great facility for their meets. Which reminds me, I have to say
that we have the best pool in DCCL. When the other clubs come over for
swim meets, they really envy us for our great view and river breezes.

We have been busy preparing for our season. We have a new head coach, Lisa Guise, who is also the swim coach at Edison High School.
We are still working on filling the assistant coach position. A number of parents have stepped up to critical volunteer positions, and we
are all set with training dates in May for officials and computer scorers. Our meet schedule is firm, and we even are already thinking about
the 4th of July party.
We had our Kick Off Banquet on Saturday, 25th. This year we changed things up a bit, moving the party from its traditional Sunday night
to a Saturday. We grilled burgers and dogs, and then stayed for a movie. A great time was had by all.
Our next event will be the start of swim practice, which happens right after Memorial Day. I’m hoping that the weather will continue to
warm up so that the pool won’t be too cold. We only have a few weeks to get everyone in shape for our first meet on June 13th.
Speaking of the schedule, elsewhere in this month’s Beacon is our updated schedule of events. If you have children that are interested in
joining the team, please come and join us for a fun season. You can contact me at jclarkva@yahoo.com with any questions. See you by
the pool!

THE BEACON DESPERATELY NEEDS HELP
Our superb layout genius, Chris Bazel, is retiring soon
from the Beacon staff. We desperately need someone
with a knowledge of Microsoft Publisher (or who is
willing to learn it) who can take over the layout job.
If we cannot find someone, the Beacon will have to
become a highly-simplified, text-only straight-line
bare-bones document. Chris is willing to provide
training and advice to the new Layout Person. If you
can help, please contact Bart Hewitt at 703-799-0401
or BartHewitt@verizon.net.

Membership Meetings:
May 7
June 4
at 8 pm
(the first Thursday of the month)

More great photos and a Full Color version of the
Beacon on the website:

www.MountVernonYachtClub.com

Social Committee Meetings:
May 11
June 8
at 7:30pm
(the Second Monday of the month)
- - Published Monthly by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club - -

Board Meetings:
May 18
June 15
at 7:30pm
(the third Monday of the month)

Hola Amigos!
Come join the Waltons and the Bazels for a Muy Bien

“Uno de Mayo” TGIF!
Bring a Mexican dish to share
Hasta la vista baby!

We are sad to announce that
Samantha, the youngest
"daughter" of David and Gloria
Curry, passed away on April
7th. She was 13 1/2. Samantha
enjoyed, literally, hundreds of
happy days at the Point, running
and playing, and in her younger days, actually chasing other
dogs. She was a loyal member of the 5 o'clock Club, and will also
be remembered as the first MYVC Security Dog. Along with her
happy days at MVYC, she also enjoyed the beach and many,
many camping trips with her master and the grandchildren. She
will be very much missed by her family.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Contributed by Jerry Skelly

Membership as of April 20, 2009- 221
Active Members in Good Standing- 212
Members Not in Good Standing4
Honorary Members 5
Yacht Haven Members 61
Non Yacht Haven Members 155
Former Commodore John Ichter and his wife Laurel have resigned. As have Ian & Lisa MacSpadden.
NEW MEMBERS:
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MVYC Distinguished Volunteers,
Catalina and Mike Holland.

The Bosun’s
Whistle

Even before joining MVYC, and while
still on the waiting list, Catalina and
Submitted by Bill Gard, Commodore
Mike Holland took on the task of designing and developing a new MVYC
web site. During their first weeks of
official membership, the Hollands implemented their plans and today continue to manage a web site
that offers new, user friendly capabilities to the membership, and effectively promotes MVYC to a
global audience.
As MVYC’s Director of Communications Gene Diotalevi put it: “Due to Catalina’s and Mike’s efforts, MVYC now has an eye-catching
and professional web site continually visited and used by our membership, as well as sought out by clubs around the country. Since Catalina and Mike took over the MVYC web site, the site now averages around 10,000 page views a month. This is a testament to the continuous effort, pride and attention to detail that Catalina and Mike put into their work for MVYC!”
The club values the efforts of the Hollands who constantly work to improve the web site and provide timely informational postings concerning MVYC activities. These dedicated members also handle Board communiqués to the membership, and postings of the Membership
and the Board of Directors meeting minutes.
In addition to working on the Web site, Mike can always be counted on to contribute physically and intellectually to projects around the
club. He helped install the cables and equipment that provide the wireless networking capabilities we enjoy in the house and around the
grounds. He’s always found in the middle of work crews—installing gates, fixing fencing, stopping plumbing leaks, setting up for parties
and events, and cleaning up after them. If you see Mike around, congratulate him, offer him a beer and say, “This Bud’s for you!”
May Musings
•

The Security Committee has submitted its report with recommendations to improve club security and limit MVYC
liability with regard to non-members using the grounds without permission or without an escort. Thank you to Jim
Borches, who headed the committee, and his band of stalwarts, Don Basham, Bob Beggan, David Curry, Joe Fitzgerald, Jeff Kirkland and Jack O’Malley.

•

The launch ramp has been repaired and several ramp users have sent kudos for a job well done to Marina Committee Co-chairs Jerry Gray and Ron Reinsel. Thanks also go to Jeff Kirkland for bringing his significant construction
expertise and his calm demeanor to the project.

•

The club is still looking for a volunteer to help with making up and publishing The BEACON. If you have any
desktop publishing experience and can help, please contact Bart Hewitt, Chris Bazel or any Board member.

•

The Mount Vernon High School crew is back, using the MVYC marina facilities on Mondays and Tuesdays. It’s
nice to be around these well-behaved youngsters who are having fun and appreciate the use of the club. Drop by
sometime and say hello.

•

The Membership Committee is looking at ways to fill membership vacancies—ways that promote the club as a
neighborhood gathering place for social activities and enjoyment of water sports. If you have recruiting suggestions
or good candidates for membership, please contact Membership Chair Jerry Skelly, Bonnie Breneman or any Board
member.

Toon Fleet News
By Bart Hewitt

I received several complaints that last month’s Toon Fleet News article was ‘way too long and wordy. This month’s article not.
The Beacon
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The coming of the first weekend of May means that we are ready to
decorate our boats, don our navy blues and whites, raise a glass of
champagne and declare it Commissioning Day. The Marina proudly
reports that it is also Ready for Commissioning.

On
The Docks

We passed the winter fairly well with no major damage or unexpected
maintenance issues. The extension of the launch ramp has been completed and is ready for use. The No Wake and Channel Marker buoys
have been deployed. The Gas Dock has re-opened for business. Some
Ron Reinsel and
minor water leaks on the docks have been tended to, with the assistance
Jerrry Gray
of a number of plumbing savvy volunteers, and the water system is fully
operational. Other projects are in the works, but we had no significant structural problems from ice or other winter elements, so we are
“good to go” for a new season. If you discover any other issues that we need to deal with, please let us know.
Submitted by
Marina Committee
Co-Chairmen

A few issues of note and thanks:
- to Chris Ruckman and Diane Wilson who volunteered their boat, LaRea, to deploy the No Wake markers and to Alexi
Stavropoulos, Steve Donock, and Jeff Kirkland who assisted with the heavy lifting in getting them set. Alexi also made
another concrete anchor bucket for an additional No Wake marker and together with Mike Holland and David Donock
helped to deploy that marker using Mike's boat. We now have eight No Wake markers deployed.
- to Mike Holland and Alexi Stavropoulos (again) who volunteered their boats to replace the ice buoy with the
red Channel marker.

- to Ernie Dauray, Jeff Kirkland, Alexi Stavropoulos (again, again), who helped to repair a water leak on "C" dock and to Rick Mullins
who acquired the right parts for the job.

Thanks to these and every one of our Marina volunteers who make MVYC such a great place to be!
Finally, and in the appropriate spirit of the season, this month’s nautical trivia:
Commissioning is the act or ceremony of placing a ship in active service. The term is most commonly applied to placing a warship in active duty with its country's military forces, but applies with equal ceremony to certain unnamed yacht clubs. The ceremonies involved are
often rooted in centuries old naval tradition. Through custom and
usage, a fairly standard practice has emerged:
Officers and crew members are assembled on the quarterdeck or
other suitable area. Formal transfer of the ship to is made to the
prospective commanding officer. The transferring officer reads
the commissioning directive, the national anthem is played, the
ensign is hoisted, and the ship’s commissioning pennant is broken
out. The prospective commanding officer reads his orders, assumes command, and the first watch is set. In recent years, commissionings have come to be more public occasions. Guests, including the ship's sponsor, are frequently invited to attend, and
may include delivery of a commissioning address. The sponsor
traditionally gives the first order to the ship's company: "Man our
ship and bring her to life!"
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Spring has sprung
The grass has riz
I wonder where
all the action is?

In The Spirit
Contributed by Claudia Reinsel
Social Committee Chair

Why at Mount Vernon Yacht Club of course!
Commissioning Day is Sunday May 3 and sure to be a great event. Come dressed in your best nautical blue and white and enjoy. The
program begins at 2:00 and we’re looking for all hands on deck to Bless the Fleets. Jacque Knight and her committee are making this a
really special one.
Saturday May 9th is the Mother’s Day Tea, and is always a charming time. All are welcome and hats are encouraged! The tea starts at
2:00. Pam and Blair Beggan co-host this lovely event.
Sunday the 24th starting at 3:00 the grills will be fired up for an informal Memorial Day BBQ picnic on the point. It’s a BYO party .Bring
what you’d like to throw on the grill and enjoy a relaxing afternoon in the sun.
Then, on June 27th, it’s the New Members Party. Mark your calendars for this poolside extravaganza!! Clay and Jen Collier are planning
another wonderful evening.
A big “Thank you” goes to John and Eva Sanborn for hosting the Children’s Easter party. There were great games, creative crafts, and a
huge Easter Egg hunt. Over 30 children shared in the fun and were delighted by a visit from the Easter Bunny! Again , thanks to the
Sanborns, Wayne and Maureen Mason, and all the parents who pitched in to make this event such a success. (and thanks to Zita Pojeta for
donating the bunny suit !)
Our informal Friday night TGIF potlucks are a great way to relax after a long week, and a great way to get to know fellow club members
better. Please come and share. Contact Joan Jones if you’d like to co host a TGIF.

MVYC COMMISSIONING DAY
Sunday-Sunday--May
--May 3, 2 p.m.
Guests Welcome
US Coast Guard,
Community Band
Congressional, State, County Representatives
Crew Team Race
Dress: Nautical Casual, Blue and White

The Beacon
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Power
Fleet
News

Last month our marina started to fill up with the boats returning from winter
storage. In preparation for Commissioning Day and the start of the 2009 boating season, we had our annual Safety Day Inspection and Swap meet at the
Point. We had a great turn out and a great firework show as well. Well, maybe
not fireworks, but we did get an education on lighting off emergency flares.

By
Alexi Stavropoulos

I would like to thank Jerry Gray for putting together this event and coordinating the Coast Guard & Coast Guard Auxiliary to come out to MVYC to inspect
our boats. I would also like to thank Jerry for the cook out that followed this
event. I would like to thank the members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotillas 25-8 and 25-9 for performing all the safety inspections on our boats.
I would also like to thank Gene Diotalevi for arranging the USCG Station Washington DC to come to MVYC on the 25 Defender and
conduct dockside boarding’s. In addition, Gene had a team come out form USCG Navigation Center that performed live fire training on
flares and fire extinguishers. Active members of the USCG Station Washington DC and USCG Navigation Center, thank you for coming
down to MVYC.
The following day we had our annual brunch cruise. This year Tracy Groff hosted this event and arranged for several captains to take
members up to National Harbor for brunch. For many members this was the first trip to National Harbor. There was a lot to see and a lot
to do. I would like to thank Tracy for arranging this event for all of us and I would also like to thank the Captains and Crews of the boats
that took our Members up to National Harbor.
Later this month we have our second annual Memorial Day Cruise / Spring Cruise Raft up and water sports day. This event will be open
for all boaters and non-boaters. We will arrange to have shuttle boats to bring members from the club to the raft up. I hope to see you all
on the water.
The Grounds Committee and a good number of other club volunteers turned
Grounds
out in force a few Saturdays ago to spruce up the MVYC. Helping hands
from five to eighty five weeded, spread mulch, painted, cut back overgrown
Committee
plantings, and started basic work on the "beautification" of the club's outdoor
"necessary" and trash dumpsters. We even managed to fill in a few of the
Report
deeper depressions in the turf, thanks to the strong backs and and callused
Submitted by
hands of the Mount Vernon Crew Team. Neal Beggan and a dedicated group
Pete Esser
of water-loving assistants were kind enough to add their labor in the form of
power washing, leaving the pool deck and pool furniture spotless. Much fun
was had by all, followed by a gathering at grillside for bratwurst and fixings. We'll be working on additional plantings, further improvements to the lattices concealing the large trash bind, etc., and will undertake further efforts to "green" the MVYC grounds well in advance
of Commission Day. From the Grounds Chair, once again, thank you to all volunteers!

Ladies Don’t Forget!
Mothers Day Tea
May 9th starting
at 2 pm

The Beacon
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2009 MVYC Swim Team Schedule
Date
Sunday, May 3rd
Sunday, May 17 th

Time
12:30 PM
4:30-6:30PM

Event
Ship’s Store Sale at Commissioning Day
Official’s Training and DCCL Meeting

Location
MVYC
Springfield, Ballroom B

Sunday, May 31st
Tuesday, May 26th
th
Saturday, June 13
Friday, June 19th

1:30 PM
Computer Training
Lowes Island
4:30-6:30 PM
Afternoon Practice Begins
MVYC
8:30 AM
Dual Meet 1 vs. Evergreen
Evergreen
9:00-11:00 AM
Morning Practice Begins
MVYC
5:00-6:00 PM
Afternoon Practice Continues (M-Th)
th
Saturday, June 20
8:00 AM
Dual Meet 2 vs. Hidden Creek
MVYC
th
Saturday, June 27
8:00 AM
Dual Meet 3 vs. Lowes Island
MVCC
th
Saturday, July 4
12:00 PM
Fourth of July Party
MVYC
th
Saturday, July 11
8:30 AM
Dual Meet 4 vs. MVCC
MVYC
th
Sunday, July 12
9:00 AM
Relay Carnival
Country Club of Fairfax
th
Tuesday, July 14
No Practice
King’s Dominion Day
Saturday, July 18th
8:00 AM
Dual Meet 5 vs. Springfield
Springfield
th
Saturday, July 25
AM – Girls
All Star Qualifiers
TBD
PM – Boys
th
Sunday, July 26
9:00 AM
All Star Finals
Westwood
th
Sunday, July 26
5:30 PM
End of Season Awards Banquet
MVYC
* Dual Meets start at 9:00 AM. Participant warm-ups are at 8:00 AM for home meets and 8:30 AM for away meets.

New Member Spotlight

Meet the O’Keefes
Dan is originally from Brooklyn, New York and Chris is from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
We met in Cheyenne Wyoming while we both were on our first Air Force assignments.
During our 36 yrs of marriage, we have lived in Wyoming, Nebraska, Germany, Illinois,
Belgium, and Centreville, Virginia. Dan retired from his final assignment at the Pentagon
in 1989. Our daughters live in Falls Church and Bentonville, Virginia. After 20 years in
the Air Force, Dan worked for 13 years as a Program Manager for several IT government
contractors. Since his second retirement, he spends his time relaxing on his boat, helping
our daughters with household maintenance, enjoying our 4 granddaughters and volunteering one day a week at Habitat for Humanity. Chris is a Registered Nurse working at the
National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. She has been active in her nursing
organization in planning education programs and serving as President, Secretary, Webmaster (with Dan’s help) and Membership Chair. In her spare time, she enjoys reading,
sewing, needlework and boating.
Since we started boating 7 years ago, it has developed into our primary recreational/social activity. We spend most of our
time on the Potomac cruising between Alexandria and the 301 bridge. We have taken a few overnight trips to Coles Point
and have spent the last few July 4ths anchored by the Tidal Basin. Last season we began to realize that while our current
marina provides the facilities needed for boating, it does not provide the environment necessary to regularly socialize with
others who share similar interests. Mount Vernon Yacht Club seems to meet both our social and boating needs.
Now that Dan is retired, he enjoys spending much of his summer free time at the boat and would be happy to become involved with MVYC operations. Chris is interested in being involved in activities as her work schedule permits.
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31

MEMORIAL DAY
BBQ

24 3 pm

17

10

COMMISSIONING
DAY 2-5 pm

4

3

25

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

7:30pm– Board
Mtg

CLEANING

18 AM—CLOSED FOR

7:30pm—Social
Cmtee. Mtg.

11

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

Mon

Sun

26

19

12

5

Tue

27

20

13

6

Wed

28

21 7:30 Coast
Guard Aux

14

7 8:30am—
Garden Club
Membership
Mtg. 8pm

Thu

29 7pm –TGIF

22 7pm –TGIF

15 7pm –TGIF

8 7pm –TGIF

Memorial Day
Raft-up 12-6pm

30 5 pm-Private
Party –Benz

Pool Opens!

23

10 am

16 Photo Shoot

5 pm Private Event
POC
Susan Fitzgerald

2 pm

9 MOTHER’S DAY TEA

6pm-midnite
POC: Mathes

2 Private event

1
Uno de Mayo TGIF

Sat

Fri

It’s Pool Time, Boatin’ Time and soon Summertime!
So don’t miss out on all the Great Club Events!
Go to: http://www.mountvernonyachtclub.com/calendar.asp
For all the latest info and updates!!

May 2009
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28

Summer Solsti ce

21 Alexandria
Waterfront Fest

14

7

Sun

29

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

22

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

7:30pm– Board
Mtg

15

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

7:30pm—Social
Cmtee. Mtg.

8

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

1

Mon

30

23

16

9

24

17

10

25

18 7:30pm Coast
Guard Aux

11

Garden Club
Membership Mtg.
8pm

4 8:30am—

3 Cub Scout Picnic
on the Point 6-8pm

2
(raindate 6/10)

Thu

Wed

Tue

June 2009

26 TGIF

19 TGIF

12 TGIF

5 TGIF

Fri

JULY 4th

NEW MEMBERS’
PARTY 7pm –Midnite

27

20 Alexandria
Waterfront Fest

13

Details-TBD

Over-night Cruise

6 Shake Down

Sat

NOTES FROM PRYCA
Summer KickOff—Cobb Island, June 19, 20, and 21
PRYCA Float In—July 17-19, Port Kinsale
Dog Days of August, August 7-9, Colonial Beach
End Of Summer Party, October 9-12, Aquia Harbor Yacht Club
From Don Basham, PRYCA Fleet Captain about the PRYCA BOATR PROGRAM-DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF A SAILOR OR JUST A PLEASURE CRAFT INDULGER?
DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY FEET OF ANCHOR LINE TO THROW OUT IN 30 FEET OF WATER AND HOW LONG THE RODE SHOULD BE FOR
THIS ANCHORING?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT KNOT SHORTENS THE LINE IN THE EVENT YOU NEED TO SHORTEN THE DOCK LINE BY 3 FEET AND CANNOT UNTIE EITHER END?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT CHANNEL TO REACH THE COAST GUARD ON IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY AND YOUR BOAT CAPTAIN HAS
JUST HAD A HEART ATTACK?
DO YOU KNOW HOW TO EXTINGUISH A BILGE FIRE IN YOUR ENGINE COMPARTMENT?
DO YOU KNOW HOW TO SAVE THE CAPTAIN OF THE BOAT WHO HAS JUST FALLEN OVERBOARD AND HIT HIS HEAD AND MAY BE UNCONCIOUS?
IF YOU CANNOT DO EVEN ONE OF THE ABOVE WITH CONFIDENCE, YOU SHOULD BECOME A REAL SAILOR AND ENGAGE THE BOATR
PROGRAM, WHICH IS TOTALLY FREE EXCEPT FOR A LITTLE TIME INVESTMENT.

Contact your Club Delegate or the PRYCA Fleet Captain: Don Basham— bashamd@netcom.ix.netcom
I will arrange with your Delegate to come to your club (you need at least three persons) and instruct the proper courses to become
a Safe Boater or you can come to a central point with, other clubs, and become a Certified Safe Boater. Remember: Only those
boaters on the water that understand all the safety and operational matters of boating are your friends. The others are possible
obstructions and a detriment to your safety.

Let us all promote SAFE BOATING.

All it takes is your time to become a SAFE BOATER.

The Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association is dedicated to promoting safe boating on the Potomac River & fellowship among the
yacht & boating clubs up & down the Potomac. I will use this space to keep the MVYC membership abreast of our activities.
Bonnie Breneman
MVYC Delegate PRYCA

HOUSE FOR RENT

For Rent:

Craig Baker is moving to Annapolis, and seeks tenants
for his 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home at 4809 Tarpon Lane
(2 doors from MVYC). Two boat slips are available
with the property, 2-car carport, hot tub and the house is
furnished. Rent is $3650/month, with an annual lease,
and MVYC club privileges for non-members. The house
is available on 1 March. Contact Craig @ 703 475-0645,
or via email at craig.baker@wpaerospace.com
The Beacon
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40 foot by 15 foot covered E-Dock slip on downriver side
of the Fairfax Yacht Club.
Covered slip. Deep water. Power and water.
Because it is on the downriver side and there is no dock
opposite, it can accommodate boats up to 50 feet in length.
$ 6000.00 for 3/1/09 to 3/1/10.
Call Stefan Tahmassebi at 703-267-1259 or 703-915-6252.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Engine Diagnosis & Repair
Equipment Upgrades
12v & 120v Electrical Service
Fiberglass Gelcoat & Repair
Spring Commissioning
Winterizations
Washing, Waxing & Detailing
Etc, Etc, Etc...

Call or E-mail John today:
202-210-9331/john@dontstopmarine.com
www.dontstopmarine.com
The Beacon
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Ln
Alexandria, VA 22309
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