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Power
Fleet
News
By
Alexi Stavropoulos

Last month Phil poked his head out, saw his shadow,
and we were destined for six more weeks of very frigid
weather. For the days that immediately followed, one
would have thought Phil was correct. This was not to
be. On the day of the Frostbite a very large group of
MVYC members enjoyed a 55-degree day at the point. Not only was
the weather great, the food did not disappoint.

Jerry Gray deep-fried 80 lbs of tasty, moist turkey. Gene Diotalevi, with the assistance of Judy McCarthy, whipped up over
100lbs of mashed potatoes. They also cooked a warm spinach
salad, so delicious that Popeye would have been proud to see so
many people come back for a second helping. Everyone enjoyed
the afternoon, many got to enjoy a wonderful sunset in front of a
warm fire. I would like to thank everyone that came out for the
event. I would like to thank Jerry, Jim G, Ricky, Gene, Judy, Pat,
Angie and Christine, Bonnie and Zoe, Mike, Petra, Jim Fletcher
and Bill. I look forward to seeing everyone at the Sock Burning
later this month.

Jerry Gray, Angie Mullins and Christina Stavroupolos set up the serving
line!
(photos by Alexi Stavroupolos )

For more great photos and a Full Color
version of the Beacon check out our
website:
www.MountVernonYachtClub.com
Members whip up some tasty taters...mmmmmm good!

Membership Meetings:
March 5
April 2
at 8 pm
(the first Thursday of the month)

Social Committee Meetings:
March 9
April 13
at 7:30pm
(the Second Monday of the month)
- - Published Monthly by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club - -

Board Meetings:
March 16
April 20
at 7:30pm
(the third Monday of the month)

LIVE MUSIC FOR YOUR LISTENING & DANCING PLEASURE
Sunday Evening, March 8, 6 PM in the Clubhouse
Come One, Come All! Put on your Dancing Shoes and come join us listen to a
GREAT LOCAL BAND!
COLD FUSION, a jazz quartet which includes two MVYC club members, will play
two full sets of American Standards, pop tunes and light jazz.
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audience participation is always a hallmark of the evening. Club Members
interested in singing or playing a number with Cold Fusion are cordially
welcome to do so. Please contact bassist Lew Wetzell for details.
Please bring one potluck dish -- salad, main dish, or dessert -- to share.
Also BYOB. A jazz trio will play through the dinner hour as well.
Come and join the fun.
For further information or questions, please contact
Marge Skelly (margeskelly@verizon.net)or Nancy Valley by phone (703-360-1726) or email
(nancyvalley@cox.net).

*NOTICE: DATE HAS BEEN UPDATED FOR THIS EVENT*
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Contributed by Jerry Skelly
Total Membership -227
Approved Applications on Wait List -0
Active Members -221
Applications Posted for Approval -0
Members Not in Good Standing -1
Honorary Members -5
Resignations -2 (Steve Jones; Cliff and Susan Gates)
Yacht Haven Members -65
Non Yacht Haven Members -157
MVYC Directory Changes
John Nelson & Angi Deri
1203 Summerfield Drive
Herndon VA
20170

Martin Kiefer
6507 10th Street #B1
Alexandria VA 22307-6505

Roy Avery & Norma Tomley-Avery Craig Baker
8033 Holland Rd #322
5C President Point Drive
Alexandria VA 22306
Annapolis MD
21403
craig.baker@wpaerospace.com

Beacon@MountVernonYachtClub.com
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First the fun part. This month’s Distinguished Volunteers, as acclaimed by
the Board, are Chris Bazel and Bart Hewitt. Chris and Bart have been
MVYC’s Joy Boys, publishing The BEACON for the last three years. Bart
cracks the whip to ensure all contributors meet the strict deadline— “The
fifteenth of the Month. No Exceptions!”—and he makes sure all articles are
Submitted by Bill Gard, Commodore
readable, in good taste, and consistent with MVYC standards for fairness
and accuracy. Bart passes the copy to Chris who does the layout, copy fitting, and graphic work. One of Chris’s special talents is to find the perfect
piece of art to accompany an article and illustrate the author’s point. The Beacon looks great and reads well because of these two hardworking members. Next time you see Chris or Bart, please congratulate them and thank them for their contributions.

The Bosun’s
Whistle

Now let’s talk about security. Recently, several club members enjoying early morning walks on MVYC grounds have come across glowing embers in the fire pit, leftovers from pre-dawn fires. We’re not sure who started these fires, but we do know of three confirmed incidents of trespassers lighting fires on the point at night last summer. We know of no MVYC members who start fires in the early morning
hours. We’re looking into ways to solve other fire issues and we’ll report on that effort soon.
Dealing with trespassers is a more difficult problem. To enlist some professional help, I met recently with a representative from Fairfax
County Police - Master Police Officer (MPO) Robbie Clift – who specializes in community outreach. MPO Clift made several observations and recommendations, which I’ll summarize here.
MPO Clift reported that where a private club’s grounds are an “attractive nuisance,” experience has shown the police that it is often the
children of the members who are abusing the grounds. MPO Clift recommended sending a letter to members outlining the concerns and
alerting members that trespassers or members' children using the point in a way not permitted by the rules will be apprehended. For more
concrete ways to enhance security MPO Clift made the following recommendations:

O
o
o
o

Signage is important. We should have visible "No Trespassing Private Property" signs
MPO Clift recommended one sign every 12 feet along the property line.
We should consider installing motion sensors activating bright lights.
We should consider installing security cameras.
We should notify Fairfax police night shift of our issues and ask them to patrol randomly
and check that they still have the passkey that was provided to them in the past.

There were also suggestions from members at the last membership meeting:

o
o
o

Consider giving Neighborhood Watch a passkey—if they find anything questionable, they can notify the police.
Contact neighbors. Check with MVYC Citizens Association to see if others in our area are having similar trespassing/
safety issues.
Ask our lawyer to check liability issues regarding permissive trespassing.

As you can see, there’s a lot to do. To help Security Chair Susan Fitzgerald come up with recommendations for enhanced security, I’ve
asked Jim Borches to head a Committee to research these options and submit recommendations to the Board for implementation. Please
contact Jim or Susan if you have any suggestions or comments about security issues.
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March Madness Begins…
On
The Docks
Submitted by
Marina Committee
Co-Chairmen

Ron Reinsel and
Jerrry Gray

The Marina is preparing to awake from its long winter slumber. All of
the Slip Applications are being shuffled, organized, prioritized and
plotted to arrive at a new Marina layout that makes the best use of our
available slips. The selection process is not unlike putting together the
NCAA basketball tournament brackets with the results waited with
equal anticipation and only slightly less mystery.

We will announce and distribute the 2009 assignments by March 15.
As always, we will attempt to minimize unnecessary relocations and respond to as many special requests as possible; however, our goal
will be to utilize all of our limited slip capacity in the most effective and efficient manner to get as many members’ boats as we can into
appropriate berths. Have patience and understanding.
Once the new slip assignments are released, the new Marina year begins. If you have wintered your boat in another slip or are assigned to
a new slip, pleased be prepared to move to your assigned slip promptly. It is a somewhat complex game of musical chairs to get everyone
into their assigned spaces. Delay in one move can throw off a number of other members’ ability to settle into their correct slips.
Only two weeks after Slip Assignment Day, on March 28th, we celebrate the semi-official start
of the new boating season with the time honored tradition of the ritual Burning of the Socks in
order to mark the passage from dark dreary winter to the barefoot joys of spring.
The Marina Committee hereby issues the following challenge to the respective Power, Sail and
Toon Fleets:
Come to Sock Burning Day prepared to put your best (bare)foot forward. Bring your fleet’s
representative stocking to commend to the flames. The fleet with the best, silliest or most
creative contribution (as determined solely at the arbitrary discretion of the Marina Committee)
shall be awarded the coveted, and newly created, Hot Foot Traveling Trophy which it may
display in all appropriate splendor for the remainder of the year.

Finally, this month’s nautical trivia: Grog, a sailor’s daily ration of
rum, was introduced into the Royal Navy by British Vice Admiral
Edward Vernon on 21 August 1740. The term “grog” originates
from the nickname the British sailors had for Admiral Vernon, who
wore a cloak made of a coarse cloth called grogram. Admiral
Vernon became known as "Old Grog". George Washington’s halfbrother Lawrence served under Old Grog and named his Virginia
farm (subsequently inherited by George) Mount Vernon in his
honor.
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Hard to believe 2009 is flying so fast!

In The Spirit
Contributed by Claudia Reinsel
Social Committee Chair

Heartfelt February thanks to Don and Yuko Basham and Amy and Dave
Walker for hosting the lovely Valentine’s Day TGIF. (So sorry Ron and I
could not stay to help with the clean up! ) And thanks to Margaret and Norm
Mayer, Kaye Mathews, Jeff and LuAnne Kirkland and everyone for pitching
in on a wonderful Mardi Gras TGIF.

We have so much talent in this Club. “If music be the food of love, play on”
and thanks to our own Cold Fusion for a musical evening to remember on
Sunday March 8th. Food. fellowship, singers and standards make for a wonderful relaxing evening. Thanks to Marge Skelly and Nancy
Valley for planning this event. Can we maybe do this once a quarter?
And now we’re “Going Green!” Marianne “O’Ketels” and her committee are planning a super St. Patrick’s Day Celebration for Saturday
March 14th . Come dance a jig, sip a little Irish whiskey and share a great evening with friends at MVYC. See the flyer in this issue to
make your reservations if you have not already done so. Or go online to stpatricksdayparty@mountvernonyachtclub.com to
contact Andrea Leary. We welcome guests to this Saturday adult party, but do keep in mind that members are responsible for their guests
and we are a volunteer club. Make sure guests understand that committee members are not servants or paid staff-and we treat each other
with respect. That will ensure a party that all can enjoy with the right attitude.
Because the volunteer sign-up sheets included in the dues list are now being compiled, if you have signed up for a Spring Social Event
and not yet been contacted - please call! We want all willing volunteers to serve on their choice of activities.
Upcoming events:
March 14th – St Patrick’s Day party – Marianne Ketels, chair
March 29th Children’s Easter party – Eva Sanborn, chair
And on May 3rd we have Commissioning Day where “All Hands on Deck” are required! Contact Jacque Knight for information.
If you’d like to host a TGIF, contact Joan Jones.
Looking forward to a great spring and lots of opportunities to share your special talents with this great group of people that together make
Mount Vernon Yacht Club what it is.

St. Patrick’s Day
Going Green Party

Irish Food

Irish Drink

Irish Music

Date: Saturday, March 14th,2009—RSVP by March9th
Time: 7 p.m.
Who: Adult Members and guests
Where: MVYC Clubhouse
Cost: $25 per person
The Beacon
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Reserve your tickets
while they last!
To RSVP before the
cut off date of March 9th call
Andrea Steierman or John Leary at
(703) 360-2203 or reply to:
stpatricksdayparty@mountvernonyachtclub.com
Make check payable to MVYC, and send to:

Andrea and John Leary
8700 Yardley Drive
Alexandria VA 22308
Vol. 46, No.03

Frostbite Barbeque 2009!
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Commodore Bill Gard Presents Awards to Club Volunteers

At the January MVYC Meeting: Commodore Gard presents MVYC “Volunteer Of The Month” Awards to Mary Ann Holthaus and
Joan Jones for their fine ongoing efforts in managing and supporting the Club’s social activities throughout 2008.
Other recent recipients of recognition for their terrific work around the club include:

Karan Cerutti

Russel “Pokey” Poe

Recent updates to the club include a new pool cover and the rebuilding and improvement of the boat ramp. Be sure to come
on out for Spring Clean Up Day March 21st and lend a hand to make our wonderful club even nicer!
The Beacon
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2

1

16

30

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

2pm CHILDREN’S
EASTER EGG
PARTY

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

23

7:30pm– Board
Mtg

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

29

22

15

w/Cold Fusion
6pm

7:30pm—Social
Cmtee. Mtg.

9

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

8 Musical Evening

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

Mon

Sun

31
Yoga Class—
9:00am

24
Yoga Class—
9:00am

17
Yoga Class—
9:00am

10
Yoga Class—
9:00am

3
Yoga Class—
9:00am

Tue

13

TGIF

6

Fri

26

TGIF

27

19
20
7:30pm—Coast TGIF
Guard Aux.

12

Membership
Mtg. 8pm

8:30am—Garden
Club

5

Thu

SOCK BURNING
AT THE POINT

28

21 Pancake B’fast
8 am - followed by
Clean Up Day
9 am til noon

7:30

DAY LUCKY
CHARM PARTY

14 ST . PAT’S

7

Sat

http://www.mountvernonyachtclub.com/calendar.html

More Club Calendar info and details available at

25
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

18
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

11
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

4
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

Wed

March 2009
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26

19 Brunch
Cruise
10:30 am

12

6

5

AM—CLOSED FOR CLEANING

27

7:30pm– Board
Mtg

AM—CLOSED FOR CLEANING

20

7:30pm—Social
Cmtee. Mtg.

AM—CLOSED FOR CLEANING

13

5:30 PRYCA Commodore's
Night

AM—CLOSED FOR CLEANING

Mon

Sun

28

21

14

7

Tue

29

22

15

8

TGIF

30

23

TGIF

24

16
17
7:30pm—Coast TGIF
Guard Aux.

9

10

TGIF

8:30am Garden
Club

Membership
Mtg. 8pm

3

2

1 7:15 pm Yoga
Class

Fri

Thu

Wed

April 2009

5-10 pm Swim
Team Banquet

25 9 am Safety
Inspection and
Swap/Meet

POC-J. Knight

18 6 pm Private Rental

11

4

Sat

Come to the Pancake Breakfast!
Spring Clean-Up Day: March 21st
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Support the Swim Team!

All you can eat - $5.00

HOUSE FOR RENT
Craig Baker is moving to Annapolis, and seeks tenants
for his 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home at 4809 Tarpon Lane
(2 doors from MVYC). Two boat slips are available
with the property, 2-car carport, hot tub and the house is
furnished. Rent is $3650/month, with an annual lease,
and MVYC club privileges for non-members. The house
is available on 1 March. Contact Craig @ 703 475-0645,
or via email at craig.baker@wpaerospace.com

Toon Fleet News Submitted by Bart Hewitt
I am certain that many people, especially Power Fleet people, spend hours wondering what Toon Fleet Captains and their spouses do in
the winter, although as one might expect, the answer is a complex one, for as we all know, Toon Fleeters are people with many interests,
and it is necessarily difficult for other kinds of fleeters to grasp the almost unfathomable depth of the typical toon fleeter’s complex psyche, never grasping the real reason why, as I gaze lovingly out of my bedroom window at my beloved Toon, comfortably at rest under the
protective cover of our home’s Toon Port, I am reminded that we are a special breed of boater; a breed set apart from the ordinary, a breed
that would not be caught dead slurping down a (ugh!) Bud Lite, because for us, only a fine wine, or a dark, deeply-flavored German ale
can be considered as we prepare to attend concerts by the National Symphony and the Cantate Chamber Singers, as we read fine literature,
as we compose classical music, as we engage with book clubs and garden clubs, stemming from the fact that we are highly educated,
deeply interested in the world, spending our winters pursuing the plethora of fine artistic pursuits which beckon to us, while at the same
time anticipating that, when winter ends, when the lovely, soft breath of spring finally banishes the harshness of winter, when our beloved
Toon once more lies in its slip, anxiously awaiting the next quiet cruise to a favorite anchorage with its soaring eagles, its patient herons,
the quiet sipping of a perfect wine, the caressing of a gentle breeze, our beloved Toon will once more contemplate why, given the fact that
the Toon Fleet Captain is an educated man with an English major from a respected New England college, he could have written an entire
article in a single sentence, and how a sentence of this excessive length and ridiculous verbosity could possibly have slipped past the Beacon Editor.
The Beacon
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MVYC Power Fleet
Events Calendar 2009
Sock Burning
Power & Sail Fleet Event

28-March

MVYC 7th Annual
Parade of Lights

Safety Inspection
swap/meet

25-April

Alexandria Fireworks

Brunch Cruise

19-April

PRYCA Float In

Commissioning Day
Best Dressed

3-May

MVYC Photo Shoot

19-May

Memorial Day\Raft Up
Spring Fling

23-May

Shake Down Overnight
Location TBD

6-June

11-July
17-19 July

St. Mary's Cruise
Red Brown Memorial Cruise

28-30 August

Wounded Warriors

6-September

Fall Cruise Party

Sept/Oct TBD

Alexandria Overnight
Lobster Fest

Poker Run

3-July

24-October
Oct/Nov TBD

June TBD

Alex. Red Cross

13-June

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Engine Diagnosis & Repair
Equipment Upgrades
12v & 120v Electrical Service
Fiberglass Gelcoat & Repair
Spring Commissioning
Winterizations
Washing, Waxing & Detailing
Etc, Etc, Etc...

Call or E-mail John today:
202-210-9331/john@dontstopmarine.com
www.dontstopmarine.com
The Beacon
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Ln
Alexandria, VA 22309
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