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MVYC Upcoming Meetings
Pat McCarthy, Club Secretary

Board Meetings
3rd Monday of each month
January 18, 2016 at 7:30pm
February 15, 2016 at 7:30pm
Membership Meetings
1st Thursday of each month
January 7, 2016 at 8:00pm
February 4, 2016 at 8:00pm
Power Fleet Meeting
January 6, 2016 at 7:00pm
Social Meeting
January 6, 2016 at 7:30pm

Bosun’s Whistle: Steve Donock, Commodore
Happy New Year! Christmas is behind us and we’re still waiting for our first snow. That’s fine with most of us, I
believe. Looking back on 2015 I feel safe in saying that MVYC had a good year. We had fun on the water, good
times at the pool, and fun at the parties on the Point and in the Clubhouse and 2016 looks to be another winner. The
year not only brings our 60th anniversary but a couple of changes. Steve Wallace is the new Beer Fairy and his wife,
Lori, is the new Beacon editor. A true family affair. My thanks to Joe Castor who kept us well lubricated over the
past few years and to Trish Enright who handled the Beacon for us this past year. I’m sure Steve and Lori will do
their best to keep us all happy and informed at the same time.

Bosun’s Whistle, continued: Steve Donock, Commodore
January also brings us the annual vote on the budget. You’ve all received the proposed budget in the mail by now
and we will be voting on it at our membership meeting on January 7th. Please try to be there for this important vote.
I’m very happy to report that we will be able to keep dues and fees the same again this year while still being able to
make improvements to our Club. Treasurer Dan O’Keefe, and Holly Evans before him, have done a great job managing our money and we have been able to build a pretty good reserve since we have not had to touch the line of
credit for a few years now. Plus, we had the good fortune to have more new member fees come in than we had expected thanks to Membership Chair Larry Ichter and Dan O’Keefe before him. It’s much easier now to maintain a
reserve than it is to try to build one when you’re in debt. In the past we’ve had to use the line of credit in the lean
late year months when there is little income and continued costs.
Past Commodore Ron Reinsel has been working on our infrastructure and building a plan for future needs. Our reserves will hopefully allow us to handle some big ticket replacements like air conditioning units, some significant
repairs needed to the house due to a pesky water problem, and the like, while leaving the line of credit for emergencies.
So, here’s looking for a short, continued mild winter, and let’s get started with our Diamond Anniversary Year!
Social Chair Monika Ortiz and her crew are already busy working on some great events for us indoors while we
wait for Spring. Stay warm and I hope to see you on the 7th of January 2016. — Steve

Grounds Update: Rob Catron, Grounds Director
At the December membership meeting, Steve appointed a pavilion committee to review ideas for a pavilion on the
point. We recently met and will meet again before the next membership meeting and then make a proposal to the membership in January or February. Our goal for the pavilion space is to provide a well-designed and attractive space for
members and their families to get out of the sun or rain and relax. We believe the pavilion should be professionally designed and constructed and be a new amenity that all members of the club will be proud of. We think a 25 by 40 foot
space near the grills is affordable and is the right size compared with the size of the point. If you would like more information about the proposed pavilion or have ideas or comments to share please contact Rob Catron
at grounds@mvyc.net. I sincerely look forward to hearing your ideas and talking to you. Also, if you are interested in
helping the Grounds Committee throughout the year, please contact me. — Rob

House Update: Amy Walker, House Director
Greetings to you all! Our Tower clock has been fixed. Thanks to Pat McCarthy, Jim Gordon and Steve Donock for their
huge effort. My gift to the Ladies of the Club is new toilets in the Ladies Pool Bath. We are good to go for the 2016 pool
season! Several people have been a great help to me in 2015 in dealing the house: Phil Doufass, Jim Gordon, Jeff Kirkland, Pat McCarthy, Peter Kneteman, Bill Gard and David Walker. Thank You Gentlemen for willingness and availability! We are looking forward to some new projects particularly waterproofing the upper side deck and chemical room. It
is a problem that will be fixed in 2016.
As always, be sure to turn off lights and TVs when you leave the club.
Happy New Year to you!
Peace! — Amy

Marina Update: John Binnett, Marina Director
December has descended upon us and as quickly as the year roared in it is coming to an end. It is hard to believe it is
December with the temperatures as they’ve been. We have taken advantage of the warmer temperatures to put the finishing touches in the marina. The marina has been winterized and is ready for the impending winter. We have purchased an air compressor and fitted the dock water lines with fittings to facilitate the winterizing operations in the future.
The new set-up will allow the process to be a two person operation rather than the 5 person job it has been. We thank
Rick Mullins and his crew for the retrofit. It’s a huge time saver.
We are planning to purchase a couple new bubblers for the upcoming winter. They will be strategically placed within
the marina to be most effective. Most of the boats that are leaving for the winter have departed. If you would like to
move your boat to an inner slip for the winter, please email marina@mvyc.net and we will find a slip for you. As always, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and
we will address the issue. — John

Power Fleet Update: Chris Bazel, Power Fleet Captain
Well here we go again! It’s time for another fun year of fantastic Power Fleet parties and events. First I would like to
thank all the people who volunteered to help out and make last year’s moments special. It is essential that we get members to participate and make the Power Fleet a festive and active part of the club.
So please join us if you can on January 6th at 7 pm (right before the first membership meeting of the New Year) as we
hold our initial planning session and chart a course for 2016. I have enjoyed being the Power Fleet Captain the past few
years but feel it’s time to make a change, so the first order of business at the meeting will be to choose a new leader.
That will be followed by some brief organizing and planning to lay out the new calendar and assign volunteers for 2016.
I am sure the Power Fleet will continue on as a great group and hope everyone who can attend will do so. Remember
you don’t have to be a power boater join in the fun. Cheers to a Super 2016! — Chris

Parade of Light Report: Bill Gard, Past Commodore
On Saturday December 15th at 5:30 p.m., 50 boats decorated with Christmas lights passed in front of the Alexandria Waterfront where a crowd estimated in the thousands delighted in one of the most elaborate boat parades in recent memory. The event benefited from great weather all day.
Earlier, at 4:15 p.m. MVYC member John Skudlarek, dressed in his new Santa outfit, arrived at the Alexandria City dock
transported by the Fireboat Vigilant. Santa delighted hundreds of children on the dock who followed him into the Torpedo Factory where he took gift requests and pictures with kids for several hours. This is John's second year playing
Santa for the Alexandrians and he says he loves the whole experience.
The Alexandria parade winner was "Stimulus Package” with a theme of “A Rockwell Family Christmas” captained by
Greg Drentner out of the Eastern Powerboat Club.
MVYC club member Mark Barbaro won the prize for “Most Spirited Crew ” on his yacht ”Black Gold” while MVYC
club member Jim Walton won the prize for "“Best Try” on his boat "“SS Sea Ya”. If you see Mark ask him how his
crew tried to influence the judges. The effort can't be described in a family-oriented newsletter.
All boats who participated in the parade from Alexandria to the District of Columbia Waterfront received a $100 participation prize just for making the trip. MVYC member Mike Holland earned that hundred bucks steaming up river on his
boat "After Hours", but Mike had to have Past Commodore Bill Gard chase down the DC parade organizers to collect it.
Other MVYC participants were Commodore Steve Donock as an Alexandria Parade judge with Past Commodore Bonnie
Breneman and Board member Gene Diotalevi as radio operators charged with getting boats to line up in some semblance
of order as they passed the judges' boat. This year we signaled the beginning of the parade with a ceremonial cannon
shot from the Alexandria Fireboat “Vigilant” to help boat captains things had started.
The after-party in DC was a great time with drinks, food, country music and dancing into the evening under a large tent
on the DC waterfront.
MVYC boaters would do well to think about delaying winterizing their boats next year and joining the parade. It really
is an amazing experience! — Bill

Social Update: Monika Ortiz, Social Director
December was a “Great Success” for the entire club. To start off the holiday cheer Margaret Zebrowski and Lauren
Bazel held the Tree trimming TGIF. Followed by the Adult Christmas party hosted by Revae Moran and Susan
Schumacher. Guests raved about the buffet provided by the members. Santa came to visit the Children’s Christmas
party while Traci Newcomb provided fun filled activities for the kids. Thank you all for your generous donations, not
only to the Children’s Medical center but also throughout the year to various charities. Special thanks to Peyton and
Gene for hosting the Children’s Party and the “New Year’s day brunch” kicking off the fun filled year to come.
The Social Committee has a suggested membership of at least three people, but functions best with a much larger membership. The ideal situation is to have enough members that each can choose one or two events to be involved with during the year, rather than just a few people being involved with everything. While we are extremely fortunate to have
long time members who have taken pride in ownership of several events, now is the time to allow new members to
branch out and explore the opportunities available. If you are interested in joining the committee, want more information about it, or have questions regarding a specific event, please email, social@mvyc.net. Be sure to check the Current Information and Calendar pages for up-to-date information on social activities in MVYC.
As we begin a very special year during which we celebrate our 60th anniversary, the Social Committee are pleased to
announce some more exciting events for 2016. — Monika

Volunteers Needed:
All interested members please join the Committee meeting on 6th @ 7:30, “snacks provided”
Hosts are needed for the weekly Friday-night TGIF parties at the Clubhouse. If you are interested, this is a great way
for new members to meet everyone in the Club. Contact Monika Ortiz. All adults are welcome— members and guests
alike. Just bring a dish to share (entrée, side dish, or dessert), and whatever you’d like to drink, or you can purchase
beer and sodas at the Clubhouse.

Upcoming Events:
6 Jan 16 @ 7:30 p.m.

Social Committee Meeting

8 Jan 16

TGIF sponsored by B-Dock

22 Jan 16

Yahtzee TGIF

5 Feb 16

“Family Friendly” TGIF resumes

7 Feb 16

Super Bowl Party & Chicken Wing Competition

Again, a big Thank You to Christine, Gene and everyone who helped make 2015 another successful social
year. See you at the Club! — Monika

Note: The Beacon Calendar is copied from the MVYC online calendar. Event information changes
after the Beacon is printed. Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details.
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SAVE THE DATE
Mount Vernon Yacht Club
60th Anniversary
Saturday, June 25, 2016
Welcome 2016! As you unwrap that brand new calendar please take a moment to write in one very special
date – Saturday, June 25, 2016. On that evening we all will gather to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the
founding of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club.
Before we sit back and enjoy this special night we invite all member volunteers to help in the planning. Ideas
for a theme, decorations, party favors, and ways to best promote this event throughout the year are all
welcome. Plan on coming to the Social Committee meeting on January 6th at 7:30pm and help get this
party-planning started!

