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Club New Years Eve Party—Festive as Ever!
Contributed by Karan Cerutti

Hard to believe it’s time to let you know how much fun the New Year’s Eve ‘08 Party was. Seems like yesterday that we reported on
New Year’s Eve ‘07 Party. BUT, time it is. The party was a great success. We had over 100 members and their guests attend. Many
participants supported the theme of Dress to the 9’s in celebrating the arrival of 09 but everybody looked marvelous.
Many heartfelt thanks are in order for the success of the party. The committee was tireless. With all the other holiday demands, the team did well. The
food preparation was manpower intensive with Lorraine and Dennis Phillips
(and their family) providing it with the excellent heavy hor d’Oeuvres. Kudos to the rest of the committee for their contributions and hard work - the
Morans for their decorating skills, organizational ideas, and name tags, the
Mankas for the printing and mailing of the invitations, blowing up of balloons, and name tags, the Pojetas for taking the reservations/money, providing additional food, and managing the name tags. An important – if not
critical – part of the party was the bartenders. I cannot thank them – or Chris
Bazel for setting up bar - enough for stepping up to help make the party a
success. The bartenders were: Tom Pojeta, Dennis Phillips, Chuck Manka,
Bill Gard, Dave Miskimens, Jim Walton, and Chris Bazel. Lastly, sincere
Good Food and Fun People adds up to a Great Time!
(photos by Paula Givens)
thanks to the clean up crew – Pojetas, the Bazels, and the Waltons.
Mediamix Entertainment provided the music. From the amount of folks dancing and making requests, he was a hit. The Quigleys received a door prize for
being the newest members present. Bottom line is another successful party
hosted by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club.

More great photos and a Full Color version of
the Beacon on the website:

www.MountVernonYachtClub.com
Welcome! We are ready to check you in!

Membership Meetings:
February 5
March 5
at 8 pm
(the first Thursday of the month)

Social Committee Meetings:
February 9
March 9
at 7:30pm
(the Second Monday of the month)
- - Published Monthly by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club - -

Board Meetings:
February 16
March 16
at 7:30pm
(the third Monday of the month)
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When? February 7, 2009
Where? MVYC Point
Why? Eat, drink, enjoy winter
Time? 1 PM.
Cost? $10 Adults
$5 Children 13 & under

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Contributed by Jerry Skelly
Published monthly by
the Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Lane, Alexandria, VA
22309
Bill Gard, Commodore

All Club members may submit
articles, letters and notices
for editorial review and possible publication. Submission by
e-mail or compact disc is
encouraged.
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Next Issue:
15th of the
month

The MVYC has 229 members in good standing: 224 active and 5 honorary.
One application is awaiting approval.
One active membership will not renew for 2009.

Member Contact
Update:
Roy & Norma Avery
have relocated to :
Sunrise at Mt Vernon
8033 Holland Rd #322
Alexandria, Va 22306
703-780-2940

Beacon@MountVernonYachtClub.com
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page 2

Vol. 46 No.02

On Thursday January 8, 2009, the MVYC Membership approved the
2009 budget as developed by the Board of trustees in December of
2008. Some members questioned the amount of money forecast for
upkeep of the pool – not everyone uses the pool. Others questioned the
amount of money set aside for the swim team – what about members
Submitted by Bill Gard, Commodore
who don’t have kids? After some lively discussion, the general consensus of the members present was that the pool and swim team will continue to be supported along with the marina, the house and the grounds. Here’s the gist of that discussion, and I’ve added some of
my own thoughts:

The Bosun’s
Whistle

At our best we are a social club, mutually supportive of each other’s interests, even when we don’t share them. We all have our
favorite things about MVYC. Some folks like the informality of Friday evening pot-luck TGIFs, while some like the ceremonial
atmosphere of Commissioning day and the formality of the Commodore’s ball. Many look forward to the seasonal warmth of the
children’s and adult Christmas parties. A lot of members delight in the “do it ourselves” cook-out events that were recently introduced on The Point. And some members favor theme-oriented social events like New Year’s Eve, Oktoberfest and the New Members’ party where they just have to buy a ticket, show up and enjoy themselves.
Just as important, we’re a boating club – we have a power fleet, a sail fleet and we even allow a ‘toon fleet; we have canoe folks,
kayakers, paddle-boaters and dinghy drivers. We support and enjoy raft-ups, destination-oriented day trips and overnight float-ins
to distant harbors. The sail fleet has regularly scheduled spring and fall races and a chili cook-off to commemorate their season.
MVYC boaters famously enjoy sitting on their vessels at the docks sharing refreshments, spinning salty yarns and enjoying each
others’ company.
And we are also a swimming club. We have a beautiful pool where members
and friends can swim and socialize at poolside or just cool off when the dog days
arrive. We support a Swim Team to encourage fitness and development of skills
as well as a healthy competitive spirit for our children. The swim team parents
are steadfast volunteers and as a group they can be a force unto themselves. It’s
a rare Pool Chairman who would have the temerity to cross the pool moms.
Yes, you can pick out items that in any one budget cycle may seem to favor one
group or another, but in the long run we try to accommodate all MVYC members’ interests. We’d hate to lose valued members by eliminating anyone’s favorite activities, and we all gain by embracing the variety of people and events
that make up MVYC.
Remember, it takes all the pieces of the puzzle
To make us whole!

The Chance Of A Lifetime!
Bart Hewitt and Chris Bazel have been
producing the monthly Beacon for three years.
It’s time for us to retire. We are seeking one or more volunteers who can replace us.
Comprehensive training will be provided.
Interested MVYC members please contact Bart

Hewitt

at 703-799-0401 Or BartHewitt@verizon.net
Act NOW! Call Today!
The Beacon
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STARTING THE COUNTDOWN…
On
The Docks

It may still feel like the throes of winter are upon us and the
marina still echoes to the tune of ice bubblers, but the beginning of a
new boating season is almost upon us. For the Marina, the New Year
begins on March 15th with the assignment of boat slips for 2009 and the
Submitted by
official burning of socks only two weeks later on March 29th. It all
Marina Committee
begins with submission of slip applications.
Co-Chairmen
Remember that your fully completed Slip Applications must be reRon Reinsel and
ceived
by February 28. In order to make timely assignments, your
Jerrry Gray
Marina Committee only has a two week window between the application deadline and the day slip assignments must be made to review all of the applications, juggle all of the requests, and to develop a final
marina layout that attempts to accommodate as many members’ boats as possible in appropriate berths. That two weeks is, at best, rather
hectic.
If you have not already submitted your Slip Application (and thank you if you have), a few points to consider in making the assignment process run smoothly:
First, and most importantly, make sure your application is received by February 28th and earlier is even better. Whether you
have an existing slip assignment, are on the waiting list or are requesting a new slip, you must submit a new application for 2009. If we
do not receive a new and timely application, we will assume that you do not want a slip for 2009. Any late applications will go to the
bottom of the list and will be considered only after all other assignments have been made. Given the limited time to make assignments,
the Marina Committee simply does not have the time to personally contact each member to determine their intentions.
Second, fill out the slip application completely. It may sound a little silly, but we need all of the requested information to make
appropriate assignments. If an application is not complete it may be bounced and treated as untimely (see above).
• In the contact information, include the email address at which you want to receive Marina Mail or other marina specific
communications and the phone number at which you should be contacted in case of a marina emergency since these
may be different from your general membership contact information.
• If you have an existing assignment and prefer to keep it (or are requesting a change) indicate it on the application. We
will try, but can not promise, to accommodate the request.
• Fully describe your vessel including Length, Beam and Draft – these are the most important considerations in the assignment deliberations – and the remainder of the information will go into the Marina Directory.
• Include your current registration or documentation information. We do not accommodate boats with “dead tags”.
• Identify your Insurance Company, Policy Number and Coverage Period. We have not yet implemented a rule to require
submission of formal proof of insurance (and will not make any changes until the issue is fully vetted and approved by
the membership). We continue to work on the “trust system,” but do require that current insurance information be provided.
• If you were assigned a slip in 2008 and wish to keep a slip in 2009, remember to include your slip fee and electrical
service payment with your application. Payments for new applications and second slips are due if and when such assignments are made.
The Marina Committee also wants to dispel any rumor that envelopes stuffed with unmarked twenty dollar bills or bottles of the
Committee members’ favorite libations will result in more preferential slip assignments. It is simply not true. On the other hand,
it doesn’t hurt.
Finally, this month’s nautical trivia - Son of a Gun:
When in port, and with the crew restricted to the ship for any extended period of time, wives and ladies of easy virtue often were
allowed to live aboard along with the crew. Infrequently, but not uncommonly, children were born aboard,
and a convenient place for this was between guns on the gun deck. If the name of the child's father
was unknown, they were entered in the ship's log as "son of a gun".

The Beacon

page 4

Vol. 46 No.02

MVYC Power Fleet
Events Calendar 2009
Super bowl

1-February

Frostbite

7-February

Tim's Overland

21-February

Sock Burning
Power & Sail Fleet Event

28-March

Poker Run

June TBD

Alex. Red Cross

13-June

MVYC 7th Annual
Parade of Lights

3-July

Alexandria Fireworks

Safety Inspection
swap/meet

25-April

Brunch Cruise

19-April

11-July

PRYCA Float In

Commissioning Day
Best Dressed

3-May

MVYC Photo Shoot

19-May

Memorial Day\Raft Up
Spring Fling

23-May

Shake Down Overnight
Location TBD

6-June

17-19 July

St. Mary's Cruise
Red Brown Memorial Cruise

28-30 August

Wounded Warriors

6-September

Fall Cruise Party

Sept/Oct TBD

Alexandria Overnight

24-October

Lobster Fest

Oct/Nov TBD

LIVE MUSIC FOR YOUR LISTENING & DANCING PLEASURE
Sunday Evening, March 1, 6 PM in the Clubhouse
Come One, Come All! Put on your Dancing Shoes and come join us listen to a
GREAT LOCAL BAND!
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COLD FUSION, a jazz quartet which includes two MVYC club members, will play
two full sets of American Standards, pop tunes and light jazz.
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Those of you who have attended previous Cold Fusion concerts, know well that
audience participation is always a hallmark of the evening. Club Members
interested in singing or playing a number with Cold Fusion are cordially
welcome to do so. Please contact bassist Lew Wetzell for details.
Please bring one potluck dish -- salad, main dish, or dessert -- to share.
Also BYOB. A jazz trio will play through the dinner hour as well.

Come and join the fun.
For further information or questions, please contact
Marge Skelly (margeskelly@verizon.net)or Nancy Valley by phone (703-360-1726) or email (nancyvalley@cox.net).
The Beacon
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It’s A Wonderful Life
I have been a member just a few years and it is a wonderful life to be a part of this club. The Children’s Holiday party reaffirms my belief.
The little angels celebrated the holiday season by creating gingerbread houses with stickers, decorating cookies and caroling with Pam
Beggan. It is a wonderful life watching the kids eyes light up and jump out of their skin when Santa approaches by boat into the marina.
At one point there were more adults waiting to catch a glimpse of Santa at the window than kids! In 1946, Liberty Films made the movie,
It’s A Wonderful Life, starring Jimmy Stewart as George Bailey. I bet Jimmy Stewart’s voice is echoing through your head right now. In
2008, I am sure we can all relate to George Bailey. But in the midst of George Bailey’s stress and anxiety was Clarence Odbody, the
guardian angel. Thank you to the main Clarence- Russell Poe. The excitement you bring to our little angels is priceless. Thanks to the
angels on the water- Alexi Stavropoulos, Bonnie Breneman, and Jerry Gray. Thanks to George Holthaus for being an angel with the camera. Thank you to the lady with the voice of an angel, Pam Beggan , for leading us in caroling. And thanks to Hell’s Angel (meaning the
people who got stuck cleaning up!) Blair Beggan, Jeanine Simmons, Gerard Schwenk, David Walker, guest Traci Newcomb, and Jerry
and Petra Gray. Well Done to the young angels still earning their wings, Zoe Stavropoulos, Nicole Simmons and Lauren Thomas. Ring a
bell- maybe they will get their real wings. WAIT – I bet their parents don’t want them to have wings yet. Wishing all of you many opportunities to lasso a few moons in 2009!
Peace, Amy walker

The Beacon
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WELCOMING IN

New Years Eve Spectacular!
The Beacon
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1
SUPER
BOWL—5pm

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

23

7:30pm– Board
Mtg.

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

16

7:30pm—Social
Cmtee. Mtg.

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

9

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING

Mon

Sun

24
Yoga Class—
9:00am

17
Yoga Class—
9:00am

10
Yoga Class—
9:00am

3
Yoga Class—
9:00am

Tue

25
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

18
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

11
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

4
Yoga Class—
7:15pm

Wed

TGIF –
VALENTINES DAY

13

TGIF

6

Fri

26

TGIF

27

19
20
7:30pm—Coast TGIF—MARDI
GRAS
Guard Aux.

12

Membership Mtg.
8pm

8:30am—Garden
Club

5

Thu

February 2009
Frostbite Party
On The Point
1 pm

28

Tim’s Rivershore
noon

21 Overland Cruise to

14

7

Sat
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PARTY

AM—CLOSED FOR
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7:30pm– Board

AM—CLOSED FOR
CLEANING
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TGIF

6
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TGIF
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7:30pm—Coast TGIF
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5
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Membership
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SOCK BURNING
AT THE POINT

28
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7:30

DAY LUCKY
CHARM PARTY
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7

Sat

http://www.mountvernonyachtclub.com/calendar.html

More Club Calendar info and details available at
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March 2009

Power
Fleet
News
By
Alexi Stavropoulos

We had our Power Fleet events planning meeting last month and, based on the
large turnout and the energy in the room, 2009 will be a great year. We went
over last year’s calendar and added a couple events that should be lots of fun.
One member made a suggestion to change the location of one of our events,
and after quite a bit of discussion, we decided to change our annual August trip
to Coles Point. This year our August cruise will be to St. Mary’s Yachting
Center, formerly known as Dennis Point Marina.

The Coles Point trip is full of fun memories and holds a special place in many
of our members’ hearts. Back in August 1994, one of our members had a vision. His vision was to get members out of our marina and go
on a destination cruise. So this member walked the docks of MVYC speaking to boaters and convincing them to venture beyond the creek
and join him for a “Hot Cruise” down to Ragged Point Marina. Today we know it as Coles Point Marina.
This trip was open for all members. It was a trip to spend with the family ---or you could “get away from the family”. Some told their
wives it was a “fishing trip” but forgot to come home with any fish. Aside from the wives not seeing any fish, they didn’t see any poker
winnings either.
Regardless of whom you went with, it was guaranteed to be a good time. Back in the day,
Coles Point Marina had a lot to offer our members. There was the marina for the boaters, a decent restaurant and there were cabins for
non-boaters.
This member organized the event to start on Friday; he ordered crabs for a feast on Saturday, and all departed Sunday. In return, he requested that his poker buddies make some sort of contribution to the crab feast. They responded by creating this mysterious yet delicious
drink known today as the infamous “Yellowbird”.
This special member that organized this annual trip for MVYC passed away two days before the trip in 1999. That year, his son and
daughter-in-law decided at the last minute that they wanted to honor his dad. They went to the bay, got on their boat and went to Coles
Point and joined our members in a toast to his father. This special member was Red Brown. Thereafter, his son George, along with his
wife Cynthia and their son Lex, carried on Red’s vision of destination cruising for MVYC members known as the Red Brown Memorial
Cruise to Coles Point.
From the time we purchased Triada, we were able to join in on this annual event and raise our glasses of Yellowbird to Red. Unfortunately, for the past four years, Coles Point Marina has been slowly deteriorating. During the last two trips, George had commented that it
might be time to change our destination. If it is ok with George, whatever destination we choose to go to every August, I will ask that
Yellowbirds fill our glasses and that we always raise that glass in honor of Red.
Upcoming events this month are the Frostbite on February 7th and the Tim’s Overland Cruise on February 21st. You can check the MVYC
web site for the complete 2009 Power Fleet events schedule. If you would like any additional information on Power Fleet events, you can
contact me at powerfleet@mountvernonyachtclub.com.

Winter may be here and all the boats snugged up.
But there are Plenty of fun and festive events going
on around the Club all year long!
So check the calendars and come on out for some
spirited good times with your fellow members.
The camaraderie will warm you up
and keep Us all going til
the spring weather
arrives.

A chilly frosty morning on the docks!
The Beacon
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•Who is invited? Everyone
•Where? Tim’s Rivershore
•

When? February 21st

•Time: Noon
•How: By Car
Cost: $10-$30, depending on what you order.

Directions to Tim’s Rivershore
•From I-95, exit 152A (Dumfries). Bottom of the hill
make a left onto Northbound Rt 1 (Jeff Davis
Hwy). 2nd traffic light turn right on River Heritage Blvd, between the Shell and the WalMart. Proceed thru the 4-way stop sign.
They're still doing road construction so follow
the detour signs--3 lanes go down to one and
then make that left (Harbor Station Rd). Those
3 lanes go down to one--again, follow the detour sign and make the right hand turn. You'll
then make a left to be on Cherry Hill Road.
Follow that a couple miles down a windy curvy
road, cross the railroad tracks and your dead
end at the river. Tim's is down the gravel on
the left hand side.
The Beacon
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Ln
Alexandria, VA 22309
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