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Membership Meeting  
Thursday, 6 January 8pm 

 

Next Board Meeting:  17 January 7:30pm 
Next Membership Meeting:  3 February 8pm 

A Chesapeake Christmas 
by Nancy Valley 

The traditional Christmas Party held December 
10th at MVYC was a sparkling success again this 
year under the leadership of Mary Galloway and her 
committee (Carol Hamrick, Karen Young, Virginia 
Edgell, Nancy Valley, Don Niebuhr, Margaret and Ed 
Zebrowski, Margaret and Norm Mayer, Caroline and 
Dick McCormack and David Miskimens). 

This year’s theme was “Christmas on the Chesa-
(See Christmas Party on page 5) 

MVYC’s Sailing Santa 

by Karen Young, with contributions from Joan  
Kneteman and Santa Claus 

“There he is!” “He’s getting off the boat! — it’s 
Santa!” yelled the excited MVYC children from the 
deck of the Clubhouse. Our very own Santa had just 
sailed into the Marina once again. For 25 years, Santa 
has delighted and awed the children at the annual 
Christmas Party. 

In Santa’s first year, he wondered what he’d got-
ten into. His beard itched, his boots were uncomfort-
able, his glasses fogged up … not to mention that it 
was cold. But when he stomped up the Clubhouse 
stairs and was greeted by a wide-eyed little girl in a 
red velvet dress and white tights, he was hooked!   

That first visit started a tradition that became, for 
Santa, the highlight of not only the Christmas season, 
but also the entire year. Our Santa has not missed a 
visit in 25 years. Santa was able to sail into the ma-
rina for 20 of those years, missing five only because of 
low water or a frozen lagoon. Even when the Club-
house was under renovation, he sailed in and then 

(See Santa on page 4) 

Mary Galloway and Dave Miskimens built this detailed gin-
gerbread replica of the Thomas Point Lighthouse, complete 
with a working light! (Photo: David Miskimens) 

Santa Claus prepares for his annual visit to MVYC. (Photo: 
George Holthaus) 
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Joan Jones has taken on a couple of new responsi-
bilities for the coming year. Joan will now coordinate 
all of the TGIF Parties, so please feel free to call  her 
if you are interested in hosting a TGIF in 2005.  She 
will be making calls  soon for hosts and hostesses. 

Also, Joan has taken over from Ann Wassell as 
the Club’s Rental Chairman. Call Joan if you want to 
rent the Clubhouse for your next party or reception! 

The contributions of Joan and others are what 
keeps this Club 
rolling. Thanks, 
Joan! 

Here’s how to 
reach her: Joan & 
Ron Jones, 9328 
H e a t h e r  G l e n 
Drive, Alexandria, 
VA 22309-3050, 
703-780-2965 or 
NCCNL@aol.com. 

FISHING ON THE BAY 
 
Rising before 4AM Tuesday, we motored down to Point 
Lookout, boarded at 6AM and went out on the Bay between 
Smith Point Light and the Maryland shore. Jim Fletcher 
caught the first rockfish, and Jack O'Malley got the second. 
It must have been an intelligence test since, as usual, Jim 
Gordon, then Bob Beggan, caught the last two! We landed a 
total of 11 fish. 
 
After we came in, and the fish were prepared, we stopped 
for a little refreshment at Courtney's Restaurant. There, we 
learned that Paul Garek, the marine mechanic many of us 
have depended upon, was born and raised in that area.  
 
Jim Lawler drove home, but credit Jim Gordon for keeping 
us awake for the 2-hour drive. Some of us came home with 
filets ("don't come home with a whole fish"). Others even 
took the heads - they make great fish soup. 
 
Fishing is great, and good friends are even better!  (Photos 
and story:  Bob Beggan) 
 
Above: Jim Gordon with his fish, nick-named "civil union".  
  
Below, left to right: Steven Kolas (Charlie's nephew); Jim 
Lawler; Rocky (another Kolas nephew); Steven Kolas, who 
caught the largest fish at 37-1/2 inches; Chris, owner of our 
local gas station; Jim Gordon; Jack O'Malley; Jim Fletcher 
(trip organizer, whose fish had already been filleted); and 
Bob Beggan. 

Dear Members, 

The Captain of the Magpie and my dear 
husband, Paul, died September 25th at our 
home in Fairfax. In his own quiet way, he bat-
tled the cancer. For the past sixteen years, his 
sailboat and MVYC were an enjoyable part of 
his retirement. 

Sincerely, 

Marilyn Maguire 
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THE ARTISTS OF DOGUE CREEK  
present an 

Afternoon of Art 
 

for MVYC members, friends, and neighbors 

Sunday, February 13th, 2-5 pm 
at Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

What a great Holiday Party! Thanks to Mary Gal-
loway and her committee!   

As 2004 draws to a close, I cannot help but recall 
it’s many great moments. It all started with, of course, 
ringing in the New Year New Orleans style at MVYC. 
Then came the frostbite 
barbecue, our annual 
overland cruise to Tim’s 
Rivershore, St. Patrick’s 
Day, spring clean-up, 
Commissioning Day, 
spring sail races, Memo-
rial Day weekend with the opening of the pool, the 
Newcomer’s luau, 4th of July with the parade of 
lights, softball and pool games, and the Power Fleet 
cruise to Crisfield. Our annual Cole’s Point Hot 
Cruise in memory of its founder, Red Brown, was fol-
lowed by fall sail races, junior sailing, Labor Day, Ok-
toberfest, the Commodore’s Ball, and the annual Holi-
day Parties.  

Now we can start all over again. As you read this, 
Joanna and Nick Meletis will have kicked off another 
great MVYC year, and it will be time for one of the 

most important membership meetings — “the Budget 
meeting,” Thursday, January 6, 2005 at 8:00 PM. A 
copy of the proposed 2005 budget is included on pages 
12-14 so you can review it before the meeting.  

The most important part of all of this is YOU! 
Every individual member of every family has a role to 
play. Have you chosen yours yet? Zita Pojeta and Su-
sana Gomez are planning a great social season—they 
need your help. Mike and Ellen MacNair and Cindy 
Ksenics have another great Dolphins season in store 
— volunteer to pitch in with the swim team’s activi-
ties.   

The Marina Co-Chairs Bill Gard and David Miski-
mens, as well as Jim Borches and Gene Diotalevi, will 

be needing lots of brains and brawn as they 
set the standard for marina improvements. 
Joan Jones and Gene Diotalevi will need 
some volunteers to carry out some new 
plans for security during house rentals. Of 
course, Joanna Meletis, the Marina Com-
mittee and House guru Jim Borches will 

need lots of help with the Spring Clean-Up.   
The list goes on—the key is YOU. Choose your 

role. The annual billing statements, arriving in your 
mailboxes soon, will also include a sign-up for the 
committees and parties. I encourage you to get in-
volved. In the meantime, do not hesitate to contact 
any Board member if there’s something you would 
like to see happen or something in which you’d like to 
participate. 

Let’s make 2005 the best yet! 

The Bosun’s 
  Whistle 

Bonnie Breneman, Commodore 

… A copy of the pro-
posed 2005 budget 

is included ... 

Exhibitors wanted for 
this non-juried show. 

Contact Karen Young 
(703-360-6325)  

for details. 

Meet The Beav! 
 
A large beaver has been seen hanging around the boat 
ramp in the late afternoon. He's bigger than both of Ben 
Pogue's dogs together, and as Pam Beggan shows in 
this picture, he isn't spooked by people. We hear that 
beavers don’t have great eyesight, so maybe that's why!  
(Photo:  Bob Beggan) 
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Great Food,  
Great Drinks 

Celebrate the coming of 2005 

The reservations deadline  
has passed — please call Joanna 

Meletis (703-495-9160) ASAP if you 
want to attend!  

Walk-in reservations: $35.00 

On Friday, December 31st  
from 9:00 PM until…  

Great Music,  
Great Company 

2005! 

Hosted by  
Nick and Joanna Meletis & Friends 

Adults Only Please 

Sign up early! - First 30 reserva-
tions (per couple) receive a special 

bonus New Year’s Eve prize!  

everyone paraded over to St. James 
Church for the party. Such success 
must have something to do with 
the sailing elves who have helped 
him over the years. 

For 25 years Santa, with the 
help of many house elves, has 
given out a gift to each child at the 
Christmas party. This was a “not 
to be missed” party, and the 
attendance was always plen-
tiful. Santa fully admits he 
could not have done it with-
out the assistance of the 
house elves. 

Santa has won over a 
“doubting Thomas” every 
now and then. Once, eight-
year-old Claire Silver grudg-
ingly agreed with her mom to 
attend the children’s Christ-
mas party, only to return 
home saying “Mom, there 
really IS a Santa Claus!”   

Santa recalls one year 
when the Beggan boys and 

Jimmy Bald became believers. At 
the end of the Christmas party, 
Santa raced into the men’s room, 
closed the stall door, and lifted up 
his feet. They were heard to ex-
claim ”it’s the REAL Santa. He’s 
disappeared!”   

Santa has been known to make 
house calls too. When Jack Knete-
man was sick one year, Santa 
made a special trip up to his room 
to deliver Christmas greetings. 

And Cameron Thompson truly be-
lieved when he looked out the win-
dow Christmas Eve to see Santa 
strolling down the street. 

Santa Claus is grateful for all 
of the enthusiasm, acceptance, and 
love with which he’s been greeted 
each and every year. All the chil-
dren’s hands would go up when he 
asked “who’s been good this year?”  
Talk about acceptance …all hands 
would shoot up when he asked 

“Who wants a lump of coal?”  
Santa also thanks the children 
for the special pictures they 
have drawn and given him, and 
for the cookies, candy, and 
cakes. Santa sends a special 
thank you, also, to his sailing 
elves and house elves who have 
been an enormous help. Finally, 
thanks to the sailboats:  Pogue’s 
“Armada”, Galloway’s “El Lobo 
del  Mar” ,  and  Leary ’ s 
“Aphrodite”. 
     And we thank you, dear 

Santa, for being you. 

(From Santa, page 1) 

Santa has enchanted MVYC youngsters for 25 years. 
(Photo:  George Holthaus) 
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Water-Front  
   View 

Bill Gard &  
David Miskimens,  
Marina Co-Chairs 

In September of 2003, in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Isabel, Jim Hamrick formed the “Marina of the 
Future” Planning Committee with the goal of identify-
ing potential improvements to the MVYC ma-
rina. Among the suggestions that surfaced from 
the committee were to modernize A and B 
docks, to make more efficient use of C and D 
docs, and to make outer W more flexible in ac-
commodating large boats. 

One approach would be to convert A and B 
docks to floating docks to better prepare for fu-
ture hurricanes or other flood conditions, and at 
the same time reconfigure C and D docks to allow for 
wider boats. Another effort would be to look at the 

configuration of the slip width and pile placement on 
outer W. These and ideas have been proposed to the 
Board, and substantive upgrades to C and D docks 
have been proposed as part of the 2005 budget. We 
look forward to starting work on this exciting project! 

The Marina Committee has met a couple of times 
recently to discuss the Marina of the Future project. 
We have also contacted marine industry experts to 
solicit suggestions for our marina configuration, and 
to keep the process moving forward. The main focus of 
our effort is to make the marina more adaptable in 
accommodating the mix of boats now owned by MVYC 

members, as well as 
to plan for changes in 
future requirements. 
Issues to be ad-
dressed immediately 
involve budgeting for 
modernizing A, B and 
W docks over the next 
two years, addressing 

short-term improvements, and developing a realistic 
implementation schedule.  

… substantive upgrades 
to C and D docks have 
been proposed as part 
of the 2005 budget ... 

peake,” and the decorations re-
flected hints of the sailing lore, and 
the watermen of the Chesapeake 
Bay. Social Committee Chair Zita 
Pojeta announced that the eve-
ning’s attendance was about 90 
people, representing one of our best 
attended parties of the year!  

It certainly was a happy and 
festive occasion as many members 
had the opportunity to catch up 
with old friends and meet new 
ones. As usual, the food was abun-
dant with favorite appetizers and 
desserts brought by Club members. 
Wine and beer added a special 
sparkle to the joy of the good fel-
lowship we all shared. 

We combined our social event 
with a raffle for the fantastic Gin-
gerbread Thomas Point Light 
House replica made and donated by 
Mary Galloway and David Miski-
mens. This was the second year 
they have surprised us with a crea-
tive and beautiful work of art in 
Gingerbread! This beautiful crea-

tion was won by Elizabeth and 
David Wells, members appropri-
ately of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

Proceeds from the raffle went to 
the preservation of the real Tho-
mas Point Lighthouse located in 
the Chesapeake near Annapolis. 
This structure is a well-known 
symbol of the Bay and it’s rich ma-
rine heritage. We all should take 
pride in knowing that MVYC will 
be able to donate about $300 to-
wards restoring this famous ma-
rine landmark. “Thank you” to all 
who bought raffle tickets! 

In addition to the lighthouse 
replica, there was on display a 
model of a soft crab “scrape” boat 
used by Bay watermen to scrape 
the bottom in the grassy areas 
along the islands of Smith and 
Tangier Islands for the delectable 
soft crab. This model was made by 
a retired waterman who spent 70 
years on the water, beginning his 
career as a 10-year old crew mem-
ber aboard an old Skipjack—a type 
of sailing vessel unique to the 
Chesapeake Bay used for oystering 
at the turn of the century. This 

model is owned by club member, 
Bruce Valley, who is a friend of the 
builder, Capt. John Evans. Captain 
Evans is a recognized model 
builder, and his collection of old 
Chesapeake work boats can be seen 
in regional museums and in the 
Maryland State House. 

We were all grateful for the op-
portunity to celebrate the Holiday 
Season with friends and to count 
among our blessings the fellowship 
and good memories we have made 
at Mt. Vernon Yacht Club. 

(From Christmas Party, page 1) 

This model by Capt. John Evans was 
on display, adding a salty accent to the 
party. (Photo:  George Holthaus) 
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Are you prepared for the financial burden of 
Long-Term Care expenses? 

 

 Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term 
Care Insurance From John Hancock For 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members 
 

 For a complimentary consultation or further information, 
please call Faisal Haq, Investment Advisor Representative 

 at (703) 287-7134. 
 

 Other Services Provided: 
 
 - Fee-based Financial Planning - Asset Management 
 - Products and Services for Estate Planning - Retirement Planning 
 - Life Insurance - Annuities 

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a Regis-
tered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insurance 
Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Bos-
ton, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03".     180-04162004-9036039 

Advertisement 

Friends In Need 

P a s t  C o m m o d o r e  J i m 
Hamrick’s September column in 
the Beacon included a tribute to 
Joe Fitzgerald’s recovery, and an 
appreciation of the return of his 
sense of humor. We all value the 
fun in this good fellow. 

For those of you who 
don’t know the whole story 
(and this was the talk of the 
Commodore’s Ball), the trib-
ute should be shared by 
three men whose concern 
and fast action literally 
saved Joe’s life. 

Last August, the four-
some of Ben Pogue, Dave 
Curry, Jim Fletcher and Joe 
Fitzgerald were playing golf 
at Fort Belvoir. Suddenly, 
Joe felt a sharp pain in his 
chest and seemed to pass 
out. He now remembers 
nothing of falling, but Dave Curry, 
experienced in emergency situa-

tions because of his background in 
law enforcement, noticed that Joe’s 
face was too white and his pulse 
was fading. Dave told the others to 
pick him up and hold him at a slant 
so blood could return to his head 
while someone called for an ambu-
lance.  

Joe was oxygenated on the way 
to Fairfax Hospital, where sur-
geons immediately began a 9-hour 

operation. They put a two-foot Da-
cron patch on Joe’s aorta, pumped 
in 17 units of blood, and closed 
with a 34-inch incision extending 
all the way down to his thigh. He 
finally came around after lying in a 
coma for well over a week.  

As we now know, Joe had suf-
fered a ruptured aortic aneurism. 
It’s a condition that is always fatal 
without immediate treatment, and 
even after emergency surgical re-
pair, the survival rate is only 50%. 

Thanksgiving this year had 
special meaning for Joe, as he sat 
in church, grateful to be alive be-
cause of three caring friends, 
Curry, Pogue and Fletcher, who 
knew how to do the right thing at 
the right time.  

Our poker-playing trio can’t be 
everywhere all of the time, so let us 
be grateful for MVYC’s new defi-
brillator and hope we never need to 
use it. Stick around, guys — your 
price is above rubies and pearls. 

M.W. 

Gloria Curry escorts Joe Fitzgerald at the 
Christmas Party. (Photo:  George Holthaus) 
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CALL PAT! 
“The Boater’s Choice” 

 

REALTOR®  for 3 former Commodores 
MVYC member since 1982 

Multi-Million Dollar Producer 
Mount Vernon Specialist 

 

PAT HILL 
CRS, GRI 

 

Office: 703-960-8900 
Res: 703-360-4089 

Email: pat.hill@cox.net 

 

 
Ed Knight, Mount Vernon 

Yacht Club's delegate to the Chesa-
peake Bay Yacht Clubs Associa-
tion, brought back a "certificate of 
appreciation for perfect attendance 
in 2004 from the November meet-
ing at the Kent Island Yacht Club 
near Annapolis. Since most meet-
ings of the 130 member clubs rep-
resenting recreational boaters are 
closer to the Bay and in four other 
northern states around the Bay, 
travel isn't always easy. 

But Virginia clubs are sure to 
turn out for the January 29 meet-
ing at Colonial Beach Yacht Club 
east of Fredericksburg. They will 
want to discuss CBYCA policy on 

several bills of interest to boaters, 
since these bills are expected to be 
introduced when the General As-
sembly convenes January 12. 

Anticipated legislation would 
require mandatory safety education 
for first-time boat buyers, as well 
as life jackets on children 12 years 
of age and younger on state rivers 
and lakes. Federal regulations al-
ready require the jackets for chil-
dren under age 13 who are on boats 
in federally patrolled waters, in-
cluding the Potomac. 

As the Virginia Legislative Di-
rector, I arranged for the CBYCA 
board to hear from proponents of 
both sides of the issues at Septem-
ber and October board meetings. 
We will closely track any proposed 
legislation in the upcoming session. 

I also represented CBYCA at a 
September meeting of Virginia's 
Boating Infrastructure Grants 
(BIG) committee in Richmond. This 
committee acts on proposals from 
state marinas for federal matching 

funds for projects that can be used 
by transient boaters. The new tran-
sient slips at Yorktown are being 
financed through this program. 
Since 1999, Virginia has received 
$2 million of the $40 million allo-
cated among the 49 other states 
and territories for improvement of 
transient boat facilities. 

Another item on the CBYCA 
agenda is the fate of the Old Do-
minion Boat Club, a member of 
CBYCA since 1964. The club has 
asked for CBYCA assistance in sav-
ing their downtown Alexandria riv-
erside parking lot and building 
from a forced purchase by the city. 
The city wants to purchase a 2.1-
acre site including ODBC property 
and spend $10-$15 million to de-
velop a public access park. 

CBYCA has assured ODBC of 
its support and initiated a letter 
writing campaign from member 
clubs to the Alexandria mayor and 

(See CBYCA on page 9) 

CBYCA 
Report 

Jacque &  
Ed Knight 
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Power Fleet 
News David Miskimens, 

Power Fleet 
Captain 

Our next event is the Frost-Bite Barbecue on the 
Point. It will fun to get out to our familiar “summer 
setting” for a picnic in the snow! Mark your calendars 
for January 16th and plan to join us. Please note that 
the flyer was in error last month, the 16th of January 
is our Frost Bite date, for sure and the time will be at 
noon! 

For this event, we will be bundling up and bring-
ing our favorite hot dishes, or  something to BBQ and 
share with the crowd. Hot cider will be served. Check 
out the flyer for details. There will be a $5 charge for 
BBQ, cider, and set up. 

Please join us for the annual Overland Cruise to 
Tim’s Rivershore on February 12th. As many of you 
know, the fate of Tim’s is uncertain. It looks like they 
will continue to operate for at least another year, but 
I’m not sure if that will include another overland 
cruise in 2006. There is real a possibility that this 
could be MVYC’s last big bash at Tim’s in the middle 
of the winter, so let’s make it our best turnout ever!  

When?   Sunday, January 16th 

Where? MVYC point (rain, snow or shine) 
Why?   Eat, drink, enjoy winter, and plan for summer. 
Time?   1200 
Cost?  $5 per person or cider, hot grills and set up 

Everyone is 
welcome! 

Please call David Miskimens if you have any questions.  703 619 9601 
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Membership 
  News 

Bart Hewitt,  
        Membership  

I'm writing this on December 15, 2004 because the 
Beacon Editor gets all poopy if I don't. You're reading 
this sometime in January, when the holidays are his-
tory, and you're depressed about it.   

You have to take down the brown tree with only 
six needles left on it, put away those tacky lite-'em-up 
reindeer, get the light strings hopelessly tangled even 
though you swore you'd never make that mistake 
again, and have those hideous, wrong-size new clothes 
altered because you don't dare to toss 'em into the can 
and risk alienating your Significant Other.   

Most of you are back at work. I'm not. HAR. 
"So, what are you doing with yourself, Little Olde 

Short Retiree?" you ask.  "Well," I reply, "I'm cackling 
with insidious witchy glee as I tend to the cauldron 
containing your Annual Billing Statements for the 
2005 dues and fees."   

"Oh, HORSE PATOOTIE!" you scream  (the FCC 
won't let me print the rest of your outburst).   

I'll cook up them dratted statements, dry 'em out, 
mail 'em to you at the end of January, and await your 
payments in full by March 1.  (I'm raising my voice 
now, children.) "MARCH FIRST, AND NOT A DAY 
LATER!  (I take a deep breath and relax, feeling good. 
It's important to set limits for your children. Plus, it's 
my favorite time of the MVYC year.) 

Now, y'all should quit complaining and follow the 
fine example of promptness historically set by our 
January membership anniversary honorees. These 
Perpetual Paragons of Promptness include Norman 
and Margaret Mayer ('66), Jeff and Chris White ('69), 
Andy Salko The Third ('75), George and Mary Ann 
Holthaus ('80), Gordon and Pat Hill ('82), and Mitch 
and Jane Mutnick ('84). They've already got their 
checkbooks out, sitting by the mailbox, a pen in one 
hand and a snow shovel in the other. Waiting. Wait-
ing. Drive by and wave. 

Finally as always: if you have any suggestions, 
membership concerns, a change of phone, address, E-
mail, children etc., or if you have personally observed 
Chris Ruckman at the marina chasing after "The 
Beav," call me at 703-799-0401, or send me E-mail at 
hewitts.house@verizon.net. 

KEN & PAULA CROISETIERE, along with their 
daughter, Oksana moved to Yacht Haven this past 
summer. Ken, who was born and raised in Alexandria, 
is employed at METRO's treasury department. He and 
Paula have been married for 18 years, and three 
years ago they adopted Oksana from Russia.  

Paula is a "Navy brat" who has lived in many dif-
ferent places. She has a Bachelors degree in Com-
puter Graphics, and she works at Fort Belvoir as a 
Visual Information Specialist. Ken’s interests are boat-
ing, fishing and raising Oksana. Paula enjoys swim-
ming, gardening and caring for the family.   

Oksana is a gregarious and caring 12-year-old. 
She attends Washington Mill Elementary, and speaks 
English well. She loves to swim, bravely participating 
in a few of MVYC’s meets even though she had never 
competed before. She also loves riding horses, going 
to movies, and playing.  

The Croisetieres moved to Yacht Haven because 
it is a boat-friendly community. As members of MVYC, 
they are eager to make a contribution — Ken with his 
strong background in electrical wiring, basic carpentry, 
and metal-working, and Paula with desktop publishing 
skills. Welcome them to the community and the Club. 

New Members:  We would love to introduce you by publishing a few 
paragraphs describing your family. Please contact Marge Skelly 
(mmskelly@cox.net or 703-360-8374) or Membership Chair Bart 
Hewitt (Hewitts.House@Verizon.net or 703-550-6023). 

New 
Member 
Spotlight 

councilmen. After a show of local support for the club 
in October and November, the city has temporarily 
shelved plans to acquire the building, built in 1923, 
but members insist that loss of the parking lot would 
devastate the club program. 

Information about the status of the ODBC can be 
found on the CBYCA web page, www.CBYCA.org. 
Talking points to use as guides for letters from mem-
ber clubs are being made available through CBYCA 
District Representatives or by request to knightpas-
sage@aol.com.   This webpage is also helpful to get 
other information about Chesapeake Bay boating and 
facilities at CBYCA member clubs. 

(From CBYCA, page 7) 
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I would like to thank Revae Moran for a fun three 
years of working together on the Social Committee. Re-
vae will certainly be missed, by the entire Committee, 
as she takes on new responsibilities on the MVYC 
Board. Zita Pojeta and Susana Gomez will chair the 
2005 Social Committee. A big welcome to Susana! 

Many thanks to Mary and John Galloway for host-
ing a fabulous Christmas Party. Approximately ninety 
members and guests were in attendance. The theme for 
the party was a Chesapeake Bay Christmas, and the 
Clubhouse was decorated accordingly. The main attrac-
tion was a gingerbread rendition of Thomas Point 
Lighthouse, designed and made by Mary Galloway and 
David Miskimens. There is no way to describe the gin-
gerbread creation, the decorations, food, and the party 
other than WOW! Thanks to the entire Christmas 
Party committee for a job well done. 

Julie Thomas and her committee hosted the Chil-
dren’s Christmas party. The jolly man in the red suit, 
also known as Santa, delighted the little ones by arriv-

ing from a boat on B dock. The children were on the 
Clubhouse deck waving to Santa. They enjoyed sing-
ing with Pam Beggan, receiving gifts from Santa, and 
having their picture taken with him. There were 
crafts to enjoy, and lots of cookies and snacks to eat. 
It seemed like a good time was had by all! Thanks to 
everyone that helped make this party fun for the little 
ones. 

Please sign up to host a Friday night TGIF Party. 
You may contact Marge Skelly at (703-360-8374 or 
mmskelly@cox.net) or Joan Jones (703-780-2965  or 
NCCNL@aol.com). The Friday night parties are a 
good way for new members to get acquainted with 
other Club members. 

The next big event will be the New Year’s Eve 
Party hosted by Joanna and Nick Meletis. Hopefully 
you will have enjoyed the party by the time you read 
this. 

Mark your calendars now for the Super Bowl 
Party on Sunday, February 6, 2005. George & Mary 
Ann Holthouse will join with Bill & Helen Benz to 
host this party. There is no charge for the party; just 
bring football food to share. 

The Social Committee welcomes new members. 
We can always benefit from new ideas. If you are in-
terested, call Zita Pojeta (703-780-3684) or just show 
up at the next meeting. 

See you at the Club. 

Susana Gomez & Zita Pojeta 
               Social Committee  

In the 

Spirit 

The Beer Fairy invites you to MVYC SUPERBOWL #39 PARTY 
at The Clubhouse 

Free beer 
+ two wide-screen TV’s 

Free beer from the Beer 
Fairy's special beer coolers 

Sunday, 6 February 2005 
No fee — just bring a Chili Dish 
and/or Mexican appetizers to 
share. Wear something from 
your favorite college/pro team! 
Check TV listings for the times of 

pre-game and kick-off. Questions? George Holthaus (780.0460) 
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MVYC Club Calendar – January 2005 
     

 
 

 1 
 
New Year’s Day 

2 3 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
Eve - Clubhouse 
closed for cleaning 

5 6 
Garden Club Mtg - 
9 am - Noon 
 
8 pm - 
Membership 
Meeting 

7 
 
 
 
7 pm - TGIF 

8 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
7:30 pm - Bridge 
Group 

11 
 
 
Eve - Clubhouse 
closed for cleaning 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
7 pm - TGIF 

15 
     

16                  
Noon - Frostbite 
BBQ 

 

17 
 
MLK Birthday 
Holiday 
 
7:30 pm - Board 
Mtg 

18 
 
 
 
Eve - Clubhouse 
closed for cleaning 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
7 - 9 pm - Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
Mtg 

21 
 
 
 
 
 7 pm - TGIF 

22 
 
 
 
Eve - Private Party 
at the Clubhouse  

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
Eve - Clubhouse 
closed for cleaning 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
7 pm - TGIF 

29 
   
 
PRYCA Change of 
Watch Dinner    

MVYC Club Calendar – February 2005 
Jan. 30 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan. 31 
 
 
 
7:30 pm - Social 
Committee Mtg 

1 2 3 
Garden Club Mtg - 
8 am - Noon 
 
8 pm -
Membership 
Meeting 

4 
 
 
 

7 pm - TGIF 

5 
 
      

6 
5 pm - Superbowl 
Party 

 

7 
 
 
 
Eve - PRYCA 
Meeting 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 10 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
7 pm - TGIF  
 

12 
Noon - Overland 
Cruise to Tim’s     

 
13 
5 pm - 1st Annual 
MVYC Art Fair  

 

14 
Valentine’s Day 

 
7:30 pm - Bridge 
Group 

15 
 
 
 
Eve - Clubhouse 
closed for cleaning 

16 17 
 
 
7 pm- Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
Mtg 

18 
 
 
 
 
7 pm - TGIF 

19 
 

20 
  

21 

President’s Day 
 
7:30 pm - Board 
Mtg 

22 
 
 
Eve - Clubhouse 
closed for cleaning 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
7 pm - TGIF 

26 
        
 
 
 

27 
 
 

28      
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For information, contact: 
Suzanne Floyd (floydsd@aol.com or 780-3414) 

Ladies tank top............................................. $15 
Sweatshirt: Grey zippered.............................. $36 
 Navy/White crewneck ........................ $25 
 Navy/Grey hooded............................. $36 
Polo shirt: Navy/White ................................ $22 
 Sleeveless white ..................................$17 
Shorts ........................................................ $10 
MVYC Burgee ............................................ $35 
Dolphins Swim Team T-shirt ...........................$5 
Visor, white ...................................................$5 
Polartec jackets: Full zipper .......................... $55 
 Half zipper ....................................... $60 
Cup holders, each: .........................................$3 
 set of 2 ..............................................$5 

Wear the MVYC logo, and  
support the Swim Team! 

Ship’s Store 
MVYC  

Sales benefit the MVYC Swim Team. Items  
available at home Swim Meets and other events.  

Board of Trustees To Present 2005 Budget 

by Bonnie Breneman, Commodore 
As required in the By-Laws, the 

Board of Trustees will present 
the Club's 2005 operating 
budget for formal approval at 
the next Membership Meeting 
on Thursday, 6 January 2004 at 
8PM in the Clubhouse. The 
budget must be approved by a 
majority of a quorum of fifteen 
percent of the membership; 
please attend the meeting so 
you can vote on the budget. A 
copy of the budget is included. 

There are no fee increases in 
the 2005 budget.  

The projected expenses are 
based on actual results from 2004. 
We do not anticipate major in-
creases in recurring expenses for 
2005. The interest on the Club's 
line of credit was less than antici-
pated in 2004, and we anticipate 
the same or lower rates in 2005. 

Now that the major repairs to 
the main pool and baby pool are 

behind us, we can focus on modern-
izing the marina. We won’t be able 
to do all of the necessary repairs at 

once. However, the Marina Com-
mittee has developed a three-year 
plan that will encompass substan-
tive improvements, not just 
patches. The first phase of this pro-
gram, rebuilding C and D docks, is 
slated for 2005, with further up-
grades taking place over the next 
two years. 

The income from rental of the 
house in 2004 was significantly 
more than expected, but 2003 in-

come was significantly less, so we 
tried to hit a middle ground. 

The 2004 year-end bank bal-
ance and line of credit total is 
$114,442.  
     Billing statements will be 

mailed soon after the Club ap-
proves the budget. Last year, 
many members paid immedi-
ately upon receiving their bills, 
rather than waiting until the 
payment deadline. Receiving the 
payments early in January en-
abled the Club to minimize the 
interest cost on the line of 

credit. We would again appreciate 
receiving payment as early as pos-
sible this year. 

If you have questions concern-
ing the budget, please call any 
member of the Board. 

Please bring this copy of the 
budget with you to the membership 
meeting. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

There are no fee 
increases in the 
2005 budget ... 

Forget the after-Christmas department-store sales … 
shop at the MVYC Ship’s Store! 


