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Happy New Year…Happy New Decade!  

I hope everyone had a joyful, wonderful 
holiday season.  Those who joined the 
MVYC holiday festivities certainly kicked off 
the celebrations in the best way possible.  Our club was beautifully 
decorated by Lisa & Rick Franklin and the Yacht Haven Garden 
Club and our tree was lovingly trimmed at a family TGIF hosted by 
Margaret Zebrowski and Dan & Chris O’Keefe.  The holiday spirit was 
alive and well as soon as you walked in the club.  

That spirit was in full display as our young members waited to greet 
Santa, who once again arrived by boat with his hearty elves.  The 
smiles and excitement were infectious.  While Santa distributed 
presents, the kids gave Santa a lot of hugs and high-fives.  Thank you 
to Jessica and Jamie Rosado for hosting this amazing event, and to 
Russell Poe, Jim Gordon, and Mike Holland for making sure Santa was 
transported safely to the marina.

Kevin Facklam kicked off his tenure as Social Committee chairman in 
the best way possible – by working with an expert committee to pull 
off a fantastic holiday party.  Once again, Pam Beggan set the festive 
mood by leading the caroling.  Congratulations to the team of chefs 
who took the feast over the top, and thank you to Jayne & Michael 
Prescott and Terry & Cathy Stott for leading the cleanup crew.

A special note of thanks and appreciation to all the club members 
who reached into their hearts and donated nonperishable food items 
for the “Food for Thought” Program at our local schools, and gifts 
for Children’s National Medical Center’s Doctor Bear’s Closet. This 
year, Peyton Diotalevi & Danny Lewandowski delivered the largest 
donation we have collected yet to Doctor Bear’s Closet, which 
went a long way to making the holidays a bit happier for a number 
of families. This effort we make at this special time of year is very 
welcome, but please remember that those who are less fortunate 
than we are could use help all year long. 

Now, as you shake off the confetti and glitter, and 2020 has been 
properly rung in, it’s time to look ahead and plan for the new year.  
The Board was hard at work during December assessing last year’s 
activity and putting together a solid budget for this year. 
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In June 2020, the Mount Vernon Yacht club will celebrate its 64th Anniversary. Everyone who has been 
a member has dedicated time and money to build and maintain the physical property that reflects the 
value of their commitment to the organization. As many of you know from reading the Beacon and 
attending membership meetings, it is now our turn to make significant investments in order to refresh 
our aging infrastructure so that we can continue to attract new, and equally dedicated, member families 
to this club. 

The Board’s recommended budget was sent to all members before the holidays and I would encourage 
you all to give it a close look. Discussion and approval of this budget will be the main topic of our 
January membership meeting and I hope members will plan to attend. This meeting is the best way to 
understand our club’s financial situation, discuss project plans, and determine where your volunteer time 
might best be spent this coming year. Please mark your calendar for January 9, 2020, at 8PM.

The Board feels confident that the recommendations made in this budget will enable us to manage 
operations with appropriate forethought rather than in crisis mode. Despite some challenges, we are 
closing the books on a very successful 2019. Careful budget stewardship and advance planning allowed 
us to manage some shifting needs without placing undo strain on our finances. Looking around at 
our facilities, and anticipating the planned improvements, it is easy to see why we all are proud to 
be members of MVYC. Hopefully, prospective new members also will see the value that comes with 
membership in this club and our upgrades will be strong recruiting tools. I look forward to discussing this 
budget and plans for 2020 at the January 9 meeting.

I’m excited for the New Year and hope you are too!

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy MaCarthy

Winter days will soon be traded for longer daylight hours and warmer temps 
which means Spring will be here before you know it! As we shake off the colder 
temperatures, you can start by dusting off your gardening books and planting tools.

This winter MVYC will dig up the old gas tank and replace it with an above ground 
tank. This will provide us a gardening opportunity of design and disguise. I am 
having visions of hydrangea, and viburnum, and abelia, and soft touch holly, along 
with a few tall grasses, perhaps a little forsythia to announce the coming of spring. 
The clock will be on us to be ready for Commissioning Day at the beginning of May.
Until then, have another cookie, a little eggnog, and a short nap.

Do you know that Mount Vernon Yacht Club is a BoatUS
Cooperating Group and, as such, our members are entitled to a 
special rate when we join or renew our BoatUS membership. 

That is a $15 discount on dues and a 10% discount on water 
towing services. Just use the BoatUS Code GA80061Y. If you 
are a member and not receiving the discount contact Member-
ship@boatus.com. New Members can sign up online at Boatus.
com/Join Want to learn more about the benefits of BoatUS 
membership visit Boatus.com/membership
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Curry’s Camp Out
It has been brought to my attention that the pictures that were provided for the article in the November 
Beacon were not included. More than a few enjoyed a great event. I apologize – Dan 
More pics on the website  under “Join us” then “Gallery”      
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Happy New Year! As we welcome a new decade, please join me in welcoming 
our newest members, Kimberly Elenberg and Bryan Amantea.

Kimberly and Bryan recently moved into their home on Ferry Landing Court. 
On one of their first dates together they toured Mount Vernon Estate and fell 
in love with the area and decided to build a life together in Mount Vernon. Kimberly is a Doctor of Nursing 
Practice and a Captain in the U.S. Public Health Service while Bryan is a law enforcement specialist and 
advanced weapons training instructor for law enforcement agencies. Bryan recently retired from the 
United States Navy after serving for 22 years.

Kimberly and Bryan are both certified rescue divers. Bryan is skilled at building things and Kimberly is 
convinced he has more tools than Home Depot! Kimberly enjoys social events and gardening. They look 
forward to enjoying the various social activities the Club has to offer.

Coming Soon-Annual Membership Renewal. Stay tuned for information coming from MVYC NEWS 
regarding dues, fees, volunteer opportunities, forms and deadlines. Forms and payments are due by 
February 28.

We need you! If you love meeting new people and sharing news about MVYC, the membership 
committee is a place for you. The interview panel consists of the Membership Chair and three to four 
committee volunteers. Interviews are scheduled weekday evenings usually starting at 7:30pm and last 
about 30 minutes. After the interview is completed committee members caucus to decide whether to 
recommend the application move forward for approval. I then report the outcome of the interview
and recommendation at the next scheduled Board meeting and the Board votes on the prospective new 
members. 

Volunteering on the Membership Committee is a great way to be the first to meet prospective new 
members, learn about their interest in the Club, discuss your experiences as Club members and promote 
all of the activities and events we enjoy year round. Please consider volunteering for this awesome 
committee!

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Jan 20 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Feb 17 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Jan 9 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Feb 6 @ 8:00pm
• 
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Rounding out my last article as MVYC Power Fleet Captain, I’d like to thank the
power fleet volunteers who helped me along the way. It takes a village! There
are so many to thank, but specifically I’d like to extend special thanks to Gene
Diotalevi and Alexi Stavropoulos for standing by me during my post. To Jerry 
Gray for always saying yes to running the Frost Bite party and Scott Williamson 
for taking ownership for our annual sock burning party. Bonnie Breneman helps us liaison with the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary on boat safety and Chris Ruckman with Diane Wilson for running our 3rd of July 
Parade of lights every year. Thanks to all of you!

Please make sure to make it to our annual Power Fleet meeting on February 6 th at
7PM. This will be an important Power Fleet meeting as that we will be voting in a
new Power Fleet Captain.

Power Fleet News

Mike Holland
Power Fleet Captain

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 

Alexandria Parade of Lights
On December 7th, Alexandria hosted it’s 20th annual Holiday Parade of Lights. Boats of all types gathered 
to show off their festive lights. Local patrons lined up on the waterfront to watch Alexandria and DC fire 
boats escort roughly 60 boats from around the area.   MVYC had a strong representation of five boats 
captained by John Gaydos, Chris Johnson, John Nelson, Jimmy Ortiz, and Scott Williamson. Santa and his 
elves along with a baby shark also showed up the festivities.  Captain Gaydos was awarded the Prize for 
“Best Try”. 
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Social News

Social Director
Kevin Facklamn

Thank you to everyone for making December a generous social month to 
remember! Highlights include helping with gifts for Children’s National Hospital, 
lending a hand with the Children’s Christmas party, or offering support for the Adult 
Holiday party. This is what makes MVYC a special place to socialize year-round. 
I’d like to extend my gratitude and thanks for the warm welcome as new Social 
Director. My role has been made easier with all the notes and tips provided by 
Rebecca Williamson. Thank you.

Shaking off the confetti and streamers, we all enjoyed a New Year’s Day brunch, hosed by the
Diotelevi’s. This “come-as-you-are” casual event never disappoints to offer good laughs club members
and friends. 

As I look forward in my Social Director role I am eager to work with the existing volunteers and board
members to continue hosting great events for members to enjoy. If you have a social event idea, please
bring it forward to me or a board member so we can make it a reality for everyone to enjoy. Wishing
you all a very Happy New Year!

Santa’s Helpers

Thanks to all your generosity, on December 16th Peyton Diotalevi and Danny Lewandowski 
were able to deliver our largest donation of gifts for the children that will be patients at the 
Children’s National Medical Center this Holiday Season. Thank you for your kind support of 

this worthy cause.
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January 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
New Year’s 

Day Brunch
12pm

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9
Membership 

Meeting 8pm-
9pm

10 11

12 13 14 15 16
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

17
January 

Birthdays 
-TGIF 7pm

18

19 20
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31
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February 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6
Power Fleet 

Meeting 
7pm-8pm

Membership 
Meeting 

8pm-9pm

7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

18 19 20
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-

08

21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
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Holiday Party
The 2019 Adult Holiday Party was a grand success! Hosted by Ann & Dave McSween and a team of elves, 
they set up and served scrumptious holiday treats for everyone to enjoy.
Highlights of the evening included Christmas Carols led by Pam Beggan.

A great MVYC tradition!
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“We Saw Santa”
With a little help from Jaime and Jessica Rosado, Santa made another MVYC appearance to wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas!  

The children extended their best behavior as Santa checked his toy lists and handed out presents.  
Santa was pleased to see so many new faces eager to give hugs to our youngest members.    

Santa wanted to be sure to thank all the MVYC helpers, Sarah, Elizabeth, Kat, and Adelaide for handing out 
gifts and Mike and Jim for getting him there by boat.  



www.mvyc.net The Beacon January 2020



www.mvyc.net The Beacon January 2020

Marina
Happy New Year from your Marina Committee!

As 2020 begins, I’d like you all to know how humbled and excited I am in be-
coming your new Marina Chairman. I start by expressing my deep appreciation 
to Brian who served us faithfully and capably in this role over these past two 
years.

As I begin to learn my role, I’ve realized how much is done behind the scenes 
and I’m eager to
learn and support all of our marina’s activities and am always open to your experiences, insights and 
recommendations. Please help me ensure – more than anything else – that we are always safe. Like in all 
things around the Club – together, we’re better.

As winter begrudgingly presents a lull in the boating season, I’d like to encourage everyone in three ways. 
First, please be extra vigilant around the marina. Winter can be unforgiving on boats, docks and people 
walking on ice! Look out for each other and if you see something that needs prompt attention, don’t 
hesitate to contact me. Second, please update your membership information, ensuring your boat infor-
mation is current and complete. Instructions to do this can be found in last month’s Beacon). Third, take 
some time to review the Marina Rules. Please familiarize yourself with the rules of the Marina so you are 
prepared for Summer.

Finally, two quick reminders: 1) all dock water valves are left open for the winter. If you see water dripping, 
do not close the valve. Instead, please report any dripping valves to marina@mvyc.net and 2) de-icers 
(bubblers) are being emplaced. These are put in place by the club to protect the floating docks. Once in 
place they should not be moved or unplugged. Any issues should be reported to the Marina Chair.

Stay tuned for more information regarding 2020 assignments. Please consider volunteering for the Marina 
Committee; specifically, I’ll be seeking a “Dock Commander” for each of our docks. Contact me for more 
information. Happy 2020!!

Michelle and Adam Rosen are delighted to announce the birth of 
their daughter, Isla Wren Rosen, who was born on December 10, 
2019 and weighed 7 pounds 11 ounces. The proud parents are 
looking forward to joining the baby pool gang in Summer 2020 
and renting rack space for an Opti dinghy for their junior sailor in 
2024. 

Birth Announcement!

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft
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        KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Open Thurs 10am-8pm
Closed Sundays

Family owned and operated for over 60 years.
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