
The Beacon, published monthly by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club

www.MountVernonYachtClub.com

Volume 50, No. 6 June 2013

Bosun’s WhistleBosun’s Whistle
By Jerry Gray, Commodore

Summer is here and, with the per-
mission of the membership, we
will take the traditional June –

August break from monthly mem-
bership meetings and resume the

first Thursday in September.

On May 5th MVYC held it’s 57th Commissioning
Day, and my first as Commodore.  The day was per-
fect and members took advantage of the great
weather and lingered for hours after the event.  To
everyone’s surprise the Coast Guard Silent Drill Team
arrived, Jacqui was told they would not be coming
this year.  They performed their usual flawless drill
tossing bayoneted rifles around like batons.  We
were also honored to have a very nice turnout from
our state and local representatives. 

Many people pitched in to make this day great, but
we all need to send a special thank you to our
chairpersons Jacqui Knight and Susan Rehe.  Jacqui
and Susan have performed this service for the club
for many years and their attention to the smallest
detail is what makes it special. I also want to thank
John Galloway for handling the Master of
Ceremony duties.

Before the event Jacqui told me that she notices
small mistakes or omissions every year that the audi-
ence does not see.  Well, I made a big one this year.
During the paper shuffle as John and I were alter-
nating during the toasts I flipped a page and missed
a very important toast. I neglected to recognize a
small group of members that have risen to the pin-
nacle of MVYC status, our Past Commodores.  So I
offer my humble apology and a printed toast to this
dedicated group of men and women, we could
not enjoy the fine club we have today without
them.

Enjoy the summer - it’s time to boat and swim!

COMMISSIONING DAY COMMISSIONING DAY 
By Co-Chair Jacque Knight

Bagpiper Pipes In MVYC Commissioning Day 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club’s
57th annual Commissioning

Day got off to a rousing start May 5
when Bagpiper Norman Weaver
revved up his pipes at the gate and
headed for the Point.

A crowd of nearly 200 members, neigh-
bors and guests came to quick attention

to enjoy sunshine and cloudless skies after a
chilly , damp and windy week and before two solid days
of May showers to follow.

US Congressman Jim Moran humored his host con-
stituents with visions of MVYC  being commissioned as a
small navy  and went on to commend the club for its tra-
ditional role in the community.  Also speaking were State
Senator Toddy Puller and Delegate Scott Surovell.

Pastor Charles Oberkehr of Epiphany Lutheran Church
on Old Mill Road gave the invocation, and Linda
Davidson conducted her first  Commissioning Day pro-
gram with the Mount Vernon Community Band.

Former Commodore John Galloway served as master of
ceremonies, and Commodore Jerry Gray gave
Commissioning orders to members of the US Color
Guard Drill team who raised the colors.  The Coast
Guard’s Drill team put on another spectacular perform-
ance and were especially appreciated by women and
girls in the crowd who noticed a very feminine and
accurate service member who held up her end of the
show. Continued on Page 3...



Membership 
Submitted by Dan O’Keefe, Membership Chair

I want to continue to take the opportunity to introduce two
more of our new member families and invite you to meet them
at the new members welcome party on June 22nd.

The Flesch Family
Ohio native Matt has been serving in the US Navy for
over 18 years, and his most recent position has
brought him to the DC area to drive Navy nuclear
weapons planning and policies. He plans to retire
from the Navy next year where he hopes to continue

to work in the area. Los Angeles native Jes spent 8
years on active duty in the Air Force as a meteorologist.

Her last duty station before separating the Air Force brought
her to the Virginia area where she met Matt. She is currently working as a
Program Manager for Red River, an IT company based in Claremont, NH.

Matt and Jes married in August of 2007. Together, they discovered their love
of boating and entertaining. They quickly outgrew their first boat and decid-
ed to buy a boat that would allow them to entertain guests as well as com-
fortably stay onboard.  In 2011, they purchased a 2008 36 Carver Mariner and
named her Broken Piggy.

They have 3 four legged children, Chocolate labs Gabby & Benny, and Dane
a dachshund. All three are avid boaters who enjoy lazy summer afternoons
on the boat, lounging in the sun.  

The Ichter Family
Larry and Kathy Ichter recently retired from
Fairfax County Government. Larry retired
as the Deputy Director for Transportation
Design in the Department of Public Works
and Environmental Services.  Kathy was the
Director of the Fairfax County Department of
Transportation. They are building a new home at
9409 Coral Lane in Yacht Haven. Construction has started and they expect
to move into their new home by the end of this year.

Larry grew up in Yacht Haven. His family joined the Yacht Club in the late
1960s.  He learned to sail in Penguin sailboats and was active in the weekly
club races. His father, John, was Commodore for two years in the early 1970s
and maintained his membership until shortly before his death in 2009. Larry
continued sailing while at UVa and was Commodore of the UVa Sailing
Association. He graduated in 1975 with bachelors and masters degrees in
Civil Engineering.  Kathy grew up in Front Royal, Virginia and graduated from
UVa in 1979 with a bachelors degree in Civil Engineering.  Kathy and Larry
married in 1979 and have two grown children. Carolyn is an optometrist on
the Navajo Indian Reservation in Chinle, Arizona.  Brian graduated from UVa
and is pursuing graduate degree in Aerospace Engineering.

Kathy and Larry are very excited about the prospect of moving into Yacht
Haven and spending time at the Yacht Club.  They have a 14-foot kayak and
just purchased a  MacGregor 22 sailboat and are eager get out on the river.

Welcome to the Flesch Family and Welcome (Back) to the Ichter Family!
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Upcoming Meetings...Upcoming Meetings...
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COMMISSIONING DAY 2013 from Page 1...

Bart Hewitt rendered the Star Spangled Banner and
also performed with MVYC Singers leading the crowd
in “America the Beautiful.”

Piper Weaver, who performed several years ago at
National Cathedral for the funeral of NBC’s Meet the
Press host Tim Russert, played “Amazing Grace” in
remembrance of two MVYC members who had
passed away since the 2012 Commissioning Day:
Past Commodore Jim Hamrick and Ed Zebrowski.  

Another first time guest on the program was Javier
Castillo, the new coach of the Mount Vernon High
School Rowing team.  He was accompanied by two
members of the crew who answered questions about
the program.  Commodore Gray presented the crew
with a check for $500 to support the team, which
again raced off the Point at the end of the ceremo-
ny.

Swim Team Representative Sherry Catron was also
introduced on the program, and team members
attended in their team shirts.  They also helped hand
out programs.

Representatives of the Potomac River Yacht Clubs
Association and the Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs
Association also attended.

After speeches, champagne toasts and the crew
race, the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Boat pow-
ered up to present a water show, demonstrating how
they can, if necessary, douse flames aboard boats
on the Potomac and Dogue Creek. 

Commissioning Day set ups and take downs are
always team efforts and make it all happen every
year.  About 30 volunteers showed up at 9 a.m. and
had tents, tables, chairs, the sound system, bell and
cannon, flowers and food all ready by the time the
band and guests and bagpiper were ready to start.

Roy Gurnham welcomed guests at the gate, and
Dave Gibbons made sure they found their parking
places.  Former Commodore Jerry Skelly  and Marge
Skelly greeted guests with name tags.

Co-Chair Susan Rehe had plenty of help popping
and pouring the champagne, and John Leary per-
formed  his yearly duty of safely firing the MVYC can-
non.  

Thanks to all who helped make the annual start of the
boating season another success, especially for your
thoughts and prayers for the beautiful weather.
Remember, to kick off 2014 with the same for our 58th
annual Commissioning Day, scheduled for Sunday,
May 4!

On The Docks    On The Docks    
The Season is 

Finally Here
by Marina Co-Chairs, Steve  & Alexi 
Email: marina@mountvernonyachtclub.com

As I write this we’re coming up on Memorial Day
Weekend and what is finally predicted to be a nice,
cool, clear weekend.  Normally by this time of year there
would have been a lot of activity around the docks and
much more to discuss.  However, we have been teased
over and over with good boating weather but it’s not
lasted very long so far.  So, the marina is just now begin-
ning to fill up and hopefully we’ll be going full steam
before too long.

We do want to thank the folks who have responded to
our call for help getting the Dinghy Racks in order and
we’re in much better shape than last month. We’re still
having trouble identifying owners of some of the boats
stored on the racks and will be publishing information on
them soon so we can hopefully find the owners and
avoid having to dispose of them.  We’re still interested in
ideas of how we might be able to use some of the ones
that are in good shape to teach kids in the Club about
boats and boating.  Please let us know if you have any
ideas or would like to participate.

Thank you for supporting the Ships
Store and the Dolphins Swim Team!
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Dock Master Musings
HISTORY AND INSIGHTS FROM THE WHARF AT MOUNT VERNON ESTATES

By Bob Beggan, Mount Vernon Dock Master

Each year in mid-March, the same pair of Osprey return to Mount Vernon to re-build their
nest, fish, lay eggs, raise their young, and provide enjoyment to thousands of guests who
view this living symbol of “Americana” on the Potomac. For years they nested near the top of
a huge tree in front of the Wharf, but two years ago the entire top of that tree toppled over in a huge, August wind
storm. The parents and their two chicks survived, but flew away and left the Wharf masters concerned that they
would not return.

We were wrong! Last year they came back and after spending a brief period at the broken top of their tree, they sur-
prised us by building a nest on one of the two, large black pilings where the 600+ passenger “Spirit of Mount Vernon”
docks many times a day – not a lot of privacy! 

Osprey, often called Sea Hawks or Sea Eagles, are members of the hawk family. Dining
mostly on fish, they have wingspans of 2.5 feet. One parent fishes or brings large

twigs back to fortify the nest while the other protects the nest and any eggs from
crows and even eagles. 

Last year, 3 eggs were laid, but only one hatched on May 16th. Washington Post
columnist, John Kelly, wrote about it and included a one or two day picture.

Hundreds, possibly thousands of “Spirit” passengers reveled in being able to view
the nest from less than two feet away from the main deck, and, most exciting of all,

those willing to climb up to “Spirit’s” 3rd and open deck were able to see the eggs, then
the “chicks”, from directly above the nest. 

Mount Vernon is a spectacular national treasure with so many priceless things to see. We don’t have any verifiable
data, but the whole Osprey 6 month process would rank right up there with: a) the mansion, b) the teeth, c) the spec-
tacular grounds, d) Washington’s personal copy of the Constitution with his hand written notes in the margins, e)
Washington’s tomb, f) the myriad of live-stock – oxen, goats, sheep, horses, fowl, pigs and others nurtured by Lisa
Blankenship, who grew up here on Coral Lane, and Damara Gailliot of the MVYC, and of course MVYC’s Wharf
Masters – Bill Gard, David Curry, Jack O’Malley and Bob Beggan who could be g) or possibly z) depending on who
is asked.

Two of the three eggs laid this year have hatched. The third apparently has been pushed off the nest. The first “chick”
hatched on the same day as its brother/sister hatched last year – May 16th. Here are more May notables, thanks to
Bill Gard:

1. Washington College, from Maryland’s Eastern Shore, had its graduation exercises at Mount Vernon last 
week. 300+. How cool is that?  They took one of the big cruise boats back to D.C. after graduation. 

(Bill can remember when his whole senior class split a half a pint!)

2. Burma’s President, Thein Sein, (sorry, some of us still have trouble saying Myanmar) visited Mount Vernon 
by boat this week. If you go to the Wharf, you’ll see a photo of the Queen Mother after she disembarked on the 
Wharf, (the picture, thanks to David Curry) You can stand where she stood, and if you wish, we can tell you a story 
from longtime beloved MVYC member, Elaine Wojanowski, who was a docent when the Queen visited!

Wonder what the queen thought when she visited? We smoked England against all odds in the Revolution. Years
after Washington died; Fort Washington was built (1808) to protect the new Capitol. The Fort, another great story, was
taken by the British (1814) in the War of 1812 when they came up to burn the city. But, that story is for the birds!

Chilly temperatures did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm
of our young Dolphin swimmers when the pool officially
opened for the season this past Saturday.  

Grace Kelly, Alex Gray and Shelby Svilich - congratulations
on braving the cold and being the first ones in the water -
we hope you enjoyed  your first pool day of 2013!
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Photos courtesy of 
Russell Poe
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Power Fleet
Submitted by Chris Bazel, Power Fleet Captain

Well, May was a terrific start to the boating year.  We once again had wonderful
weather for Commissioning Day on May 5th.  Thanks to all the vessels who decorated

for the event and a special congratulations to Courtship on winning best dressed power
boat. 

Sadly, the weather didn’t cooperate as well for the annual photo shoot in front of Mt Vernon on May 11th.
We have rescheduled this event for Saturday June 1st.  High tide will be at 15:33 so we will plan on starting
with smaller vessels around 11:00 and progressing to the larger ones around noon.  Please pray for a sunny
day and if you have questions or wish to get on the list, please contact me at powerfleet@mountvernony-
achtclub.com .  

Our final event of the month was the annual Memorial Day Weekend Raft-up/Spring Fling on May 25th. Hope
everyone had a great time and fun was had by all. It’s always a nice kickoff to the summer season. 

Upcoming events include the annual  MVYC Parade of lights held the evening on  Wednesday July 3rd.
Always a fun, festive and beautiful event as we slow cruise from buoy 67 up to around buoy 77 in front of Ft
Washington.  So get out the bling and dress your boats in a festive and patriotic manner.  We will assemble
around 8:30 pm, please use VHF channel 69 for communications. Any questions?  Or for more details, please
contact Dave and Angie Miskimens – 703.619.9601. 

If you enjoy fireworks, I would like to remind folks that in addition to the festivities on the Fourth, there are addi-
tional shows the weekend before at Tim’s Rivershore Restaurant (June 29th) , and afterwards in Old Town
Alexandria (July 13th). 

One last note, please consider joining us at the PRYCA Float-In which will be held at Coles Point Marina July
19th -21st.  Deadline for sign up is July 1st.  For more info go to: 

http://potomacriveryachtclubs.org/2013_PRYCA_Float-In_Registration_Pkg.pdf

Let’s all have a Safe and Happy summer on the water!
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WWHYHY KKNOTNOT!!
Submitted by Past Commodore, Bill Gard

The Yacht Club had a successful knot tying and line handling session at the annual MVYC vessel inspection
day on April 27th.  We practiced tying cleat hitches, clove hitches, half hitches, bowlines and stopper knots.
We practiced heaving lines from a boat around a pile and securing the line to a cleat on the boat with a cleat
hitch.

We also learned about the Monkey’s Fist.  A Monkey’s Fist is an organized ball of rope at the end of a line that
gives heft to the line when you are trying to heave the line from boat to boat, boat to shore or shore to boat.
(See Figure 1 below.)

Tying the monkey’s fist is a bit involved and the sequence will be written up in a
future Why Knot.  In the meantime, if you want to learn one way to tie a mon-
key’s fist, link to:

http://www.animatedknots.com/monkeysfist/

Thanks
Thanks to Roger Fuller, Jim Nelson, Jim Fletcher, Bonnie Breneman and Steve
Donock for helping with the rope-tying and line heaving sessions.

Figure 1 - Monkey’s fist

Cutting and Fusing Rope
At the same inspection day session, we also practiced cutting ropes and fusing rope ends.  In this month’s Why
Knot we’ll show those of you who couldn’t be there how to cut a rope and secure the ends. 
If you simply cut a rope, the end will likely untwist or fray.  After cutting a rope, to prevent untwisting and fray-
ing, you should immediately bind the end of the rope with tape or whipping.  The sequence of steps in whip-
ping a line end is shown in Figure 2 below. 

Whipping a line end:
Black Tape

continued...

Figure 2 
Common Whipping

It is hard to follow the sequence above in static graphics, but there’s an easy to follow animation of whip-
ping a line at:  http://www.animatedknots.com/commonwhipping/

Cutting and Fusing Line ends
A simple alternative way to cut rope and secure its end is to wrap some kind of tape around the rope and
cut the rope and the tape at the same time.  Electrician’s tape is good for this, but almost any kind of tape
will do. The sequence involved in cutting a line is shown in Figure 3 below.

Figure Three Taping and cutting a line



The second meeting of the year was held at Eastern
Yacht club (pictured above).

CBYCA minutes were reported to the MVYC board at
MVYC membership meeting. Full meeting minutes can
be found on the CBYCA website shown below. The
topic that received the most discussion was the
Maryland “Rain Tax”. This is a tax imposed the square
footage of “impervious surface area” owned by homes
and businesses with watershed into the Chesapeake
Bay. Our Virginia legislative rep has his ear to the rail on
this topic, which may come to our state or county soon.

I have several copies of the CBYCA Roster book that
lists all member yacht clubs, their services and points of
contact.  Please let me know if you want a copy of your
very own - jerry.nissley@verizon.net.

For more information on CBYCA, please visit their web-
site: www.cbyca.org

CBYCA Newsletter
http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm

The Beacon Page 8 Vol. 50 No.6

WWHYHY KKNOTNOT!! continued...

You can then fuse the end of the rope with a candle,
match, or torch. If you have to cut off  the end of a line
for some reason, taping and fusing are also a good way
to stop the end of the line from fraying.  See Figure 4
below.

Figure 4:  Fusing the end of a line.

HOUSE REPORTHOUSE REPORT
From the House Guy, Pat McCarthy

Since my last report we’ve had several major and minor
repairs in the House.  One significant repair was the
replacement of the defective hot water heater servic-
ing the rest rooms on the first floor.  Thanks to the volun-
teer effort of Matt Mathis, who removed and replaced
the unit, we now have a water heater that does not
leak on the pump room floor.  

Also, thanks to the assistance given by Chris Bazel,
we’ve replaced the defective ice maker in the Crow’s
Nest allowing for the restoration of cool drinks on that
level.  

On the minor side, although some would argue with me
that it wasn’t minor, the beer cooler in the main bar was
out of commission for a few days until we could get a
refrigeration specialist in to replace a burnt out cooling
coil motor.  

We also had an invasion of ants in the House.  One of
the local pest inspection services sprayed both the
inside and outside of the House and came back two
weeks later and delivered a follow-up spraying in case
any of the little bugs were holding their breath the first
time he sprayed.  

Finally, we have a new flag waving proudly over the
main entrance.

House Rules Revisited
It’s almost summertime, when the living is easy so let’s
not forget some of the basics.  Unless attending an offi-
cial Club function taking place in the Clubhouse, no
dependents, regardless of age, or their authorized care-
givers or lifeguards may use the Clubhouse unless
accompanied by a sponsoring Club Member.  Parents
or the sponsoring Club Member are responsible for their
children’s behavior.  While casual attire is acceptable,
shirts and shoes must be worn at all times on the second
and third floors of the Clubhouse.  On those floors, attire
that is not permitted at any time includes wet bathing
suits and soiled or slovenly dress. 

CBYCA Update
Submitted by Jerry Nissley

SIGN UP FOR THIS YEARS EVENT SO WE CAN RECLAIM THE CUP!  

CALLING

ALL CLUB

MEMBERS!
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On Your Mark! On Your Mark! 
By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative

By the time you receive your June Beacon, our Dolphins will already
be practicing for a season of fun competition. Practice begins right
after Memorial Day, our swimmers will be fitting in swim practice
around homework, spring sports, scouts, and final exams. I don't know
how they do it; these last few weeks of school can be really exhaust-
ing for the swimmers and the parents. It is not too late to join the fun
though, anyone interested in joining the swim team please email me
at sacatron@verizon.net for more information. Swimming may not be
your kid's passion (I hope it will be!) but it is a great way to have fun
and cross train for other sport seasons.

On Friday, June 14 at 6:30pm the Swim Team will have a Fun Friday by the pool. We will be selling pizza
and non-alcoholic beverages by the pool, Domino’s will be giving the team a cut of the sales. Watch
for an email with more details to follow.  Also we encourage you to come wish our Dolphins good luck
on our first meet of the season the next day at Trump National as we will be wrapping up evening
practice at that time.  What better way to end the week than an easy dinner by the pool?

Our home meets this year will be June 22, July 13 and July 20 beginning at 9am. Come out and cheer
on our Dolphins, you can even volunteer to be a timer or work the concession stand. Or you can get
a quick bite to eat at the concession stand before heading out on the water for the day.  Thanks for
your continued support and Go Dolphins!

Team Website:  http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc

2013 MVYC Swim Team Schedule

Date Time Event Location
Fri, June 14th 6:30 PM Swim Team TGIF MVYC 
Sat, June 15th 8:30 AM Dual Meet 1 vs. Trump National Away Meet
Wed, June 19th 9 -11 AM Morning Practice Begins MVYC

8 & Unders 9 - 10 AM
9 & Overs 10 -11 AM

5 - 6 PM Afternoon Practice Continues (M - Th) MVYC
Sat, June 22nd 8 AM Dual Meet 2 vs. CCF MVYC
Sat, June 29th 8:30 AM Dual Meet 3 vs. Springfield Golf and CC Away Meet
Thur, July 4th 12 Noon Fourth of July Party MVYC
Sat, July 6th 8:30 AM Dual Meet 4 vs. Hidden Creek Away Meet
Sat, July 13th 8 AM Dual Meet 5 vs. Evergreen MVYC
Sun, July 14th 9 AM Relay Carnival Away Meet
Tues, July 16th No Practice DCCL King’s Dominion Day Off Site
Sat July 20th 8 AM Dual Meet 6 vs. Mt. Vernon Country Club MVYC
Sat, July 27th All Star Qualifiers - AM – Girls, PM – Boys Away Meet
Sun, July 28th 9 AM All Star Finals Away Meet
Sun, July 28th 6 PM End of Season Awards Banquet MVYC

Please note: Warm-ups are at 8:00 AM for home meets and 8:30 AM for away meets. All Meets Start at 9:00AM.
Fun Fridays begin after regular practice on Fridays.

Design by 
Virginia Walker
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Why do dolphins live
 in salt

 water?

Because pepper makes them sneeze!

What is a dolphin’s 
favorite TV show?
Whale of Fortune!

Crossword Puzzle by Grace Kelly
Across
1.  A popular swim stroke.
3.  The MVYC team mascot.
5.  What the swimmers practice for
6.  Mark Murray is the _________.

Down
1.  First stroke in the Individual Medley (IM)
2.  What a swimmer swims at a meet
4.  The Dolphins are the MVYC _________.

Dolphins of  the Atlantic
By Rachel Baker

This category is dolphins!  As
you all know, our swim team
name is Dolphins.  Bottlenose
Dolphins can swim up to 18
miles (29 kilometers) an hour.
They must jump up to the sur-
face often to breathe.

A B Q R S B T O B U L N M N O P Z Y X I N T

V U W X Y L Z C D O C O U G H I J K G N J H

P N L Q R A C B D E T R E N A I N B O D W S

Z A P E R S B A N A B T O O T I N H A O G I

N Q S P O T T E D U A H L R E R O O T P D E

A U D R E Y W U Z H E E R E Y O M A D A I L

P O C D E F J I L K G R M H N O P S R C Q A

T V Y W U S X Z N W I N O K W O N Y M I H H

B N X E C S A T M I T R I S S O S W O F N W

T U Z I N G W R I H T I E M H O T E I I H T

A V E L M A L Y F N I G E S R T R H E C K H

N I F E G E O S C O H H P C H O I P C B H G

O P I M F E S I S T H T E S P A P C E O S I

I N B E E W T E N E M W Y F I N E G E T R R

S W I L C L O M E O F H F N A D D I F T I N

H I M T Y F S I O R K A N G E R S T H L E R

B L O O O R W I S L O L O N C O M L M E O E

U T O H O E C H O P C E H O P Q R S T N U H

V L M T O N C H O P C K O L Q R S L P O R T

M E C H P O T Z O F O R T E M E Z Z O S P U

I E A N O Y E H A N M U P U N G E R S E U O

H U M P B A C K U O Y E H M A R E N N I P S

WORD FIND:  Most Common Dolphin Species of North America
By Audrey Eliza Baker

Word Bank

Bonus Word: See if you can find “Audrey”

Bottlenose       
Frasers       
Hectors       
Humpback  

Southern Right Whale
Spinner        
Spotted     
Striped

Indo-Pacific Bottlenose
Northern Right Whale
Orka       
Rissos   

The Beacon thanks Grace Kelly, Alex
Gray, Audrey Baker and Rachel Baker
for all their hard work on the June Kids
Page!  

Look for additional contributions from
even more Club Kids next month! 
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Nautical Flag Riddle 
Any horizontal surface whose total area does not
exceed one half of the surface area of an average man
at rest, onto which at least one liter of some liquid seeps
during any 12-hour period and above which there are
not less than 10 kilograms of improperly secured objects.   

What am I?

A License to Fish - What A MessA License to Fish - What A Mess
Submitted by Jerry Nissley

Just a few years ago, anglers fishing the Tidal Potomac River 
only needed 2 of three (VA, MD and DC) licenses.  Virginia 
anglers simply purchased a VA Freshwater License 
because MD and VA licenses were reciprocal.  To fish in 
the waters of the District of Columbia, you were required 
to have a DC Fishing License (and to boat in DC waters 
requires a Coast Guard Approved Safe Boating Course).  
In 2010, Potomac River anglers were required by the Federal government to sign 
up (at no cost) with the National Saltwater Registry.  In a span of only 2 years, 
a lot has changed and has confused anglers – well me anyway, so I did some 
research.

In 2011, states were given the option to participate in registry data collection for the 
National Saltwater Registry or the Federal Government would create their own 
database and charge anglers a $15 fee on top of local licenses. 

Both Virginia and Maryland legislatures had one year to scramble to enact legislation and develop a data
collection process that would exempt their license holders from having to “personally” register with the
National Saltwater Registry, avoiding a $15 Federal fee.  MD and VA still reciprocate fishing licenses and
have complied with the new law but for Potomac River anglers there’s more! 

In Virginia, to fish in the upstream Potomac River and tributaries, anglers must still purchase a VA Freshwater
License but now they must additionally register with VA’s Fisherman Identification Program (FIP) every year.
It’s free and to keep costs down, VA prefers anglers to register online (www.mrc.virginia.gov/FIP), but if you
want to call dial toll-free 800-723-2728.  After providing name, phone number, address, email address, date
of birth, and where, in general, you fish, you’ll be given an identification number.  VA State Law requires car-
rying this number to prove registration. If you provide an email address, VA will send an automatic reminder
every year to register again. 

Purchasers of a Virginia Tidal Fishing License are not required to register and other restrictions may apply so
please go to the site for details. 

However, both MD and VA Potomac River anglers must register with the other state to fish across state lines.
Holders of a VA fishing license must also register online with MD, http://dnr.maryland.gov/swregistry.asp.  MD
anglers must register with VA, http://www.mrc.virginia.gov/FIP. 

To fish in DC waters (basically anything above the Wilson bridge), everyone still needs a DC license. DC is in
compliance and you DO NOT need to register elsewhere.

In the course of a fishing day, Potomac River bass anglers can pass through three jurisdictions.  VA and MD
were challenged to comply and they did.  No increased cost to anglers and it’s painless to register.
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THE MOUNT VERNON YACHT CLUB
4817 TARPON LANE

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22309

Save the Date....Saturday, June 22nd

Join us by the MVYC Pool for a Roaring Gatsby Good Time 
to Welcome our 2013 New Members

6pm -  Cocktails/Appetizers

Tasty Mint Juleps *     Champagne Fountain* 

Wine*                                 Beer

7pm -  Surf-and-Turf Dinner Buffet

Grilled Shrimp*        Flank Steak* 

Other Goodies

$25 per person. R.S.V.P. by June 15 to LDBAZEL@GMAIL.com

or put a check made out to MVYC in the club mailbox.


